A Celebration of Kenmure Church of Scotland

Sheila Livingstone

‘Our church door is open, wide open. In our Master’s Name we
bid you welcome’
Allan Williamson 1960

Drawing by Rev. Philip H. Jones
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As a minister in Kenmure I have heard many names from the past
and not a few anecdotes in the life of the congregation, but have
struggled to put them into any kind of order or context. Now, with
Sheila’s book, things are much more ordered in my thinking. I am
sure this will be the experience of many as they enjoy this well
researched celebration of Kenmure’s life spanning more than a
century. This book is full of snippets of information gleaned from
many sources by Sheila and her team of elders, Bert Bell, Ian
Thomson and Eric Forrester and then carefully crafted into a
tapestry of the congregation’s life. Even when they put their
collective minds and all the scraps of information together there
are still gaps; gaps which make you wonder what happened in the
interval, but every good book has mystery as an ingredient.
It could be said that much of the detail is trivia. That is so and all
the more fascinating for it. This is the kind of book you can’t
assimilate in one sitting but go back to over and over and always
find another gem you missed the previous time.
We owe an immense debt of gratitude to Sheila for this labour of
love which has taken more hours hunched over her PC than she
cares to record; to Bert and Ian, her team of researchers, who
poured over documents and cajoled many memories; and to Eric,
who gave hours of his expertise to formulate the layout and
incorporate the photographs. Thank you all for this fascinating
celebration of Kenmure’s life.
It has been said that no one can understand themselves unless they
understand their past. This book enables today’s congregation to
do just that as they prepare themselves for another century of
witness to the same Christ who inspired the folks of Springburn to
set up a Mission to serve the new houses of Colston.
I commend this book to you.
Iain A. Laing
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I would like especially to thank Bert Bell for interviewing and
chasing people for their contributions, Ian Thomson, who trawled
the Kirk Session Minutes in the Mitchell Library and came up with
interesting material about our beginnings and Eric Forrester for
his expertise with computers, layout and design, also those who
contributed short pieces for inclusion.
One person who must be posthumously thanked is the late
Margaret Gray who built an archive by hoarding programmes,
tickets, financial statements, magazines and photographs. Ian Gray
has been kind enough to lend me this material and it formed the
basis of the book.
Thanks must also go to the many members and friends who
rummaged through their lofts and cupboards as well as their
memories. I am also glad that some of our young people have
contributed as this is not a history but a celebration of past,
present and looking to the future so that in another 50 years when
someone writes about Kenmure Church they will not have to start
from scratch as we have had to do.
There is so much that has come to light that it cannot all appear
but I hope to continue with the research and gathering and store it
with the many photographs and memorabilia which I now have on
my computer.
The building, in which we now worship, is a far cry from the
beginnings of the congregation in a disused laundry, but the
message remains the same.

Sheila Livingstone 2006
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Sources:
Kirk Session Minutes - held at the Mitchell
Library, Glasgow
Cadder Parish Records
Kenmure Church Magazines
Kenmure Church Financial Reports
On Target magazine of Kenmure BB – 1984 -86
Bishopbriggs Herald – William Patrick Library
Bishopbriggs News – William Patrick Library
Kirkintilloch Herald – on microfiche in William
Patrick Library
St Rollox and Springburn Times - held at the
Mitchell Library, Glasgow
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Buildings, Manses and Halls

Most established United Presbyterian Churches were set up
originally as Missions and Kenmure was no exception. Springburn
United Presbyterian Church began in November 1855 in a disused
weaver’s shop. They called James A. Johnston to be their first
minister in 1856 and a few years later built their first church. The
Kirk Session was aware that many new houses were being built in
the Colston area of Bishopbriggs and decided to open a Home
Mission Station there. This was probably in the early 1860s.
Fernbank, High Possil Road [now The Lion Hotel, Colston Road] a
large house in over an acre of ground, was built for a member of
the Reid family who owned Hydepark Locomotive Works,
Springburn. He sold it to Thomas Keay, a fellow member of the
church. Mr. Keay offered the use of one of his outhouses, a disused
laundry, and laid the foundation of what became Kenmure Church
of Scotland.

Mary McAllister Kinniburgh

The Mission was successful and
soon outgrew the premises. It
moved to Cleland’s Hall, a wooden
building that probably was
situated on Auchinairn Road
where the new Auchinairn
Medical Practice now stands and
later used as a mission hall by
Springfield United Free Church. It
was not very accessible for the
Colston area as most people
walked with only a few having
access to a pony and trap. The first
person to be baptised there was
Mary McAllister Kinniburgh, born
17th December, 1866 to founder
members James Kinniburgh and
his wife, Rose Kennedy the great
grandfather and great
grandmother of Ian Gray. She
died in 1906.

Four generations of this family have been baptised in Kenmure.
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The International Order of Good Templars, a temperance
organisation, owned a hall in Schoolfield Lane, in the old village of
Bishopbriggs, sited between the Low Road and the railway line.
Since 1870 it was used by The Herald of Peace, Lodge of Good
Templars as a Railway Mission to warn workers of the dangers of
taking strong drink, i.e. spirits.
In June 1879 they sold the hall to the Home Committee of the
Board of Missions of the United Presbyterian Presbytery of
Glasgow. Thomas Keay, [59] Fernbank, a bank agent and William
Hamilton, [63] Blackmount Cottage, a printer and publisher
bought it for £500 for use by the now Bishopbriggs U.P. Mission
and the title deed is dated 17th July 1979. The numbers attending
grew. Members included; David Henderson, [29] Ruskin Square,
joiner; James Kinniburgh, [33] No.2 Row, High Kenmure; iron
miner, Robert Nisbet, [31] Schoolfield House, joiner; and Robert
Steel, [30] Quin’s Land, iron miner.
In 1879 a petition was sent signed by members and adherents to
the U.P.P. to be made up to a congregation. Permission was given
to call a minister and Charles Dick was inducted in October 1879.
His stipend was based, as were all ministers of the day, on the price
of a chalder [half meal + half barley] about £23 + £20 for
communion expenses. He lived in rented accommodation as there
was no manse.
There were now 53 members and the U.P.P. appointed Assessors,
James Reid, Lenzie and William Hamilton, a music publisher,
Bishopbriggs, who oversaw the pro-tem Kirk Session. William
Spiers was the first pro-tem session clerk. This situation lasted for
several years under the rules of the U.P.P. until they were seen as
‘fit’ to appoint their own session.
The church has had several names since its inception. Bishopbriggs
United Presbyterian Church 1879 – 1900, then in 1900 the Free
Church of Scotland and the United Presbyterian Church came
together to form the United Free Church – those not in favour
formed the Free Church, known as the ‘wee frees.’ The name
Kenmure was introduced becoming Kenmure United Free Church
1900 -1929. In 1929 the United Free reunited with the Church of
Scotland and it became Kenmure Church of Scotland.
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The parish boundaries of Kenmure Parish were Bishopbriggs Cross
–Crowhill Road-Colston Road-Ashgill Road-cross country to the
Forth and Clyde Canal, along the burn to Bishopbriggs Golf Course
reappearing at Kenmure Drive back to Bishopbriggs Cross.

Kenmure Hall used as Church 1879–1906

New Church at Bishopbriggs 1908
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Kenmure United Free Church [once United Presbyterian] from a
hall in a backcourt in the village has moved to Viewfield Avenue.
[sic]
Kirkintilloch Herald 05/09/1906
This simple statement disguises eleven years effort by a small
congregation of ordinary people whose vision, faith and
determination made it possible and who have left us this building
as their legacy.
In 1894 the poor state of Kenmure Hall, Schoolfield Lane used as
both church and hall from 1879 until 1906 and finally forcefully
abandoned through compulsory purchase in 1985, led to the Kirk
Session holding a special Congregational Meeting to discuss the
possibility of raising funds to find a site and build a sandstone
church.
A Building Committee was formed on 20th December 1894 and of
those appointed Robert Steel and David Henderson were
associated with the original Home Mission of the 1870s and were
signatories of the petition to establish Bishopbriggs United
Presbyterian Church in 1879.
The other members were Messrs. Scotland, Alexander, Melville,
Lawson, Stirling, McLeod and Gilmour. John Gilmour and David
Henderson worked for companies involved in the building of the
church, one as a stone mason the other a joiner, and for them it
would be a labour of love.
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Robert Kinniburgh
He was brought up in the Lodge at the gates of Kenmure House
and served his apprenticeship with Robert Kemp and Sons,
Joiners and Builders eventually becoming foreman joiner. He was
involved in much of the building of Bishopbriggs including the
present church and the extensive repairs out at Cadder Church.
After his marriage to Davina they lived at Hillcroft Terrace with
their 2 sons and 3 daughters. He was a founder of Bishopbriggs
Bowling Green in 1906 and was secretary of Bishopbriggs
Horticultural Society. He was also an authority on the history of
Auchinairn and Bishopbriggs. On his retirement he went to live
with his son John and his wife at The Groves, Auchinairn where
he died in 1968.
Fundraising was a major task and one effort was a promise card
given to each person who agreed to donate a fixed sum of money
per month to the fund. The members were divided into districts
with an elder responsible for the collection of donations.
The biggest effort was a bazaar, held in Springburn Public Hall for
3 days in September, 1904 which raised £396.5.9d [£396. 30p] of
the target of £800.
Considering that the sale which was held in Reid Halls, Springburn
for the Jubilee in 1927 raised £310, this result, in 1904, was a great
achievement.
At the opening of the Bazaar, Councillor Breeze, a member of
Glasgow Corporation, presided on Thursday. In his remarks he
spoke of the great struggle Mr. Dick had in the beginning as
Bishopbriggs was not then a growing district. On Friday ex Baillie,
John King, presided and he commented that the Church in general
was going through a testing time. On Saturday, Rev. Bruce
Meikleham, Rockvilla Church, presided praising the congregation
for its efforts. When all the funds were totalled there was still a
shortfall on the amount needed to give the go-ahead to the builders
and ‘some Christian gentlemen in Glasgow’ offered to honour this.
It had taken 21 years since the new church was first proposed
before the Rev. Dick could make the announcement, in the year in
which he retired – 1915 - that the debt was cleared.
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The site
Like most important events at Kenmure it took a long time
between the inception and the reality. Eleven years of fundraising,
searching and negotiating. As early as March 1895, Robert
Scotland, Clerk to the Board of Management, reported that Rev.
Dick, Messrs Alexander, Melville and himself had met with a
surveyor and had marked off ground which was 150 feet along and
85 feet back at the public road. [Cawder Road later called
Kirkintilloch Road]. Another possibility was a site offered by the
factor of Kenmure Estate. This was close to Kenmure House, now
demolished, which stood between the present Brackenbrae House
and Bishopbriggs Golf Club. The third site was at the top of Quarry
Road, which became Viewfield Road and was close to a quarry.
The late Willie Ure, a member of the 182nd BB and an elder of
Kenmure, in his book Bishopbriggs – The Golden Years describes
it as being a menacing quarry. A second quarry with an island in it
was attractive to children because it had a ‘beach’ and both were
dangerous. A third quarry lay behind Viewfield Road and
Brackenbrae which was later filled in and the 182nd BB’s first
football pitch was there.
The members preferred the Estate site as it was nearer the village
of Bishopbriggs but the Glasgow North Presbytery Committee felt
that the area of greatest growth was closer to Colston. A number of
stone villas were built in the Coltpark, Brackenbrae, Viewfield area
and along the main road in the late 19th and early 20th century.
They recommended that the present site be chosen.
Map of area, 1923
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Plans had been requested from architects and the firms of
Thomson and Sandilands, Turnbull, Petrie, and Hamilton were to
the fore. After discussion and a vote Alexander Petries’s plan was
adopted so long as he would guarantee not to exceed his estimate
of £1500. It was not until 1905 that sufficient money was available
to instruct the architect that the work could commence and the
foundation stone at last be laid.
Alexander Petrie, the architect came from Maryhill. He designed
Garbraid Church, Maryhill amongst others and one of the first
large buildings to have an elevator in Glasgow, a six storey narrow
red sandstone office building at 46 - 64 St Enoch’s Square.

The original contractors were:
Mason:
George Collier – Springburn
Joiner:
Robert Kemp – Bishopbriggs
Slater:
James Caldwell – Kirkintilloch
Plumber:
James Johnston & Son – Bishopbriggs
Plasterer:
Alexander Somerville – Kirkintilloch
Painter:
John Orr & Sons – Glasgow
Heating:
James Combe & Son – Glasgow
Bell [26”]:
William Bryden & Sons
Ironwork:
Robert Johnstone – Bishopbriggs
Gas Pendants: Charles Henshaw – Edinburgh

£402.00
£413.35
£100.75
£ 60.00
£ 52.30
£ 51.00
£ 34.00
£ 52.00

The exterior
The church is a stone building on Gothic
lines, which occupies a corner site at the
junction of Viewfield Road and Viewfield
Avenue. It is partly enclosed by a stone wall
and four foot high iron railings. The gable
is surmounted by a stone belfry, having
arched openings and finial – an ornament
at the top - and a 26” bell.
The Belfry
The principal or entrance of the church faces north and has an
arched doorway flanked by stone buttresses. Above the door there
is a window with stone mullions – dividing bars between the
window lights.
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The windows are filled with tracery – intersecting ribwork – in the
uppermost part of the Gothic windows, which are lancet shaped
and filled with Cathedral glass. In January 1925 a lamp was placed
outside the front door, donated [anonymously] by the family of
James Robertson, Duncryne, late superintendent of the Sunday
School who died in 1924.

No Longer in the Dark
… the building is adjacent to several large quarry holes and the
lamp has been fixed above the main doorway…worshippers will
have to find another excuse for absence from the evening service.
Kirkintilloch Herald, Jan. 1925
At some time in the 1950s, this lamp, which was square, must have
been damaged and replaced by the present one as it differs in
shape from the original and has an inscription.
The interior
The interior of the church is very plain with no stained glass or
detailed carvings. The original pulpit was across the back wall and
had a scrolled quotation from the Bible above it. ‘O worship the
Lord in the beauty of holiness’. Pews, pulpit and doors are of
American red pine. The vestibule has two doors leading to the left
and right aisle and there were originally 350 sittings exclusive of
choir seats, a vestry [a robing room for the minister], 2 classrooms
upstairs, and a lavatory. The side windows are lancet shaped with
cathedral glass. There is an open timber roof with rafters of pitchpine stained and varnished. The roof is tiled with 2 ventilators
fitted. There was a gas central heating system. The interior was lit
by gas pendants.
The church was closed for several weeks in August 1925 and met
back in Kenmure Hall. A complete redecoration of the church took
place after the installation of electric light in September 1925 and
at the re-opening service Rev Dr A Scott Pierson of West Kilbride
preached the sermon.
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1927 view – note the high central pulpit, Charles
Dick Memorial on the left hand side and the new
World War One Memorial on the right.
In the early 1920s the pulpit was lowered but
in 1927 when a new organ was installed it
entailed the building of a larger choir
platform and the raising of the pulpit. An
additional small dais was placed in the centre
of this platform to take the oak Baptismal
font. This was a gift from Robert Graham of
Altdessan, Bishopbriggs. It was unveiled by
Mrs Graham in November 1927 at the time of
the Jubilee. Miss Gilmour, a member of
longstanding, donated the baptismal linen.
The first baby to be baptised was Jean Irene
Bruce Montgomerie, the first child born on
the newly built homes on Kenmure Estate.
War Memorial 1914–1918
The original War Memorial dedicated to those who fell in 1914 –
1918 was the Fallen Heroes Tablet in the form of a shield designed
by Mr Findlay, sculptor, which was unveiled on Sunday 7th
September 1919. On Armistice Sunday 1927 a refurbished version
was unveiled. It had been enlarged and was mounted on an
alabaster plaque which was decorated with roses, thistles and
shamrocks surrounded by a copper wreath. The 182nd BB buglers
sounded the Last Post.
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The plaque which can be seen on the left hand side is the memorial
to Rev. Charles Dick. A new organ was also installed but its
dedication had to be postponed because of the illness of the
minister. In 1929 the vestry was altered and in 1935 was moved
upstairs to make way for the Williamson Hall. The Ladies Working
party donated money for new matting throughout the church
including the choir platform, pulpit and pulpit stairs.
Communion Table
The present
communion table was
gifted by a long
serving member, the
late Miss Jane
McBride from money
left in her will. It was
dedicated on the 7th
March 1937. Four new
offertory plates to
match the table were
donated as was the
minister’s communion chair. The pulpit seat was reupholstered.
Vandalism existed in those days too and in 1939 a window in the
Session Room had to be renewed and broken windows in the
church repaired.
War Memorial 1939–1945
The greatest transformation to the church came in 1948. A decision
had been taken in 1947 that to commemorate those who had died
during the war the memorial should take the form of a new organ
and pulpit and a total refurbishment. This was a massive
undertaking for such a small congregation. The bulk of the work
was done by members and friends saving a lot of money. Since
September, 1947 they had worked every Saturday from 7.30am
sometimes until 9pm.The minister of Martyrs Church, Townhead,
was so impressed with the 1640 hours of voluntary labour given
that he based an appeal to his own congregation on it. Many
members also donated materials which saved around £500.
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There had always been a problem with the roof ventilators and
they needed to be reduced by one third. The old pulpit and choir
platform had to be removed and a new one built designed to take
the weight of the ‘new’ 4 – 5 ton organ which was purchased from
Buccleugh Parish Church along with their pulpit. They had
amalgamated with St Stephen’s, Cambridge St., which strangely
enough on its demise amalgamated with Springfield and was the
means of building a new church in Bishopbriggs – Springfield
Cambridge dedicated in 1972. The organ also required a pit.
Panelled sides were built and new posts for the platform were
adorned with blue chords to harmonise with the colour scheme.
The memorial to Charles Dick was placed where it is today on the
left hand wall of the church. Sadly it seems that the 1927 alabaster
war memorial was sold for the scrap value of £5. Pews had paint
removed to reveal the original grained pine and they were revarnished. The electrics were overhauled at a cost of £1500. The
vestibule was renovated and coat pegs provided. Twenty ladies
armed with pails, soap and brushes scrubbed the church floor
ready for the rededication A new notice board was erected in the
church grounds. By 1949 the Organ Fund had raised £1604 from
members and friends and it was declared free of debt.
New lights were acquired for the church in 1964 from Cathcart
Church, aisle carpet runners were gifted by the Woman’s Guild and
the organ was overhauled. An iron grating at the church door was
removed as ladies were complaining that they caught their high
heels in it. An anonymous donor gifted money for new railings at
the church. In 1966 wire guards were placed on the front windows
to prevent vandalism.
On Monday 4th August 1970 there was a break-in at the church and
halls. They gained entrance via a window in Viewfield Hall and let
off fire extinguishers. Entrance to the church was also made
through a window in the Williamson Hall and the King’s Colour
was torn down and left in the aisle. Some pews were damaged, the
Pulpit Bible was taken from the vestry and torn and other Bibles
damaged. The Queen’s colour was stolen but was later retrieved. A
work party was formed to clean up the mess.
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The congregation contributed to a
fund in memory of Allan Williamson’s
long service to Kenmure. This took
the form of a memorial clock, which
was placed on the right hand side wall
in the church and was dedicated in
1974.

A mysterious find of a hidden safe under the pulpit was made and
the records found were sent to the Scottish Records Office in
Edinburgh. There was a proposal to house the Communion silver
in it.
Over the next decade there was a lot of structural work required
because of subsidence. On old maps the ground on which Kenmure
is built is shown to have mine workings.
A donation of £100 was made by 18 members towards the repair of
the northeast corner wall. Refurbishment of the church buildings
was also necessary including new gas central heating. Again
members volunteered their services saving a lot of money. The sum
of £500 was donated towards the £585 needed for the protection
from vandalism of the windows facing Viewfield Avenue. The
church was also rewired and new lights installed at a cost of £4366.
A Fabric Fund Appeal raised £3210 from the congregation.
It was reported in 1997 that with the refurbishment of the upstairs
rooms at the church they were ‘now in an acceptable condition’.
The car park was resurfaced in 1990 and two years later the church
was re-roofed. An induction loop which magnifies sound was
installed in 1999 from the legacy of Morris McKinnon. In 2000, to
mark the Millennium the legacy of Margaret Millar was used to
provide new stainless steel units for the hall kitchen which comply
with the latest environmental health provisos.
A list of work which needs to be undertaken was discussed at the
Annual Meeting on Wednesday 15th March, 2006. This could see
the congregation investing in some of the proposals to celebrate
the Centenary of the building and to ensure its existence for the
future.
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Manses
The first manse was not bought by the church until 1919. Before
this time ministers lived in a variety of rented accommodation. It
was in High Possil Rd and was called Ashwell. Up until the 1980s
there was a track from Milton across wasteland that came out
beside what is now the church car park so no doubt the minister
could cycle to the church that way. The old manse needed repairs
before it could be sold but £723.7/- [£723.35p] was realised in
1928 when 15 Coltpark Avenue was bought at a cost of £1,232.10/[£1,232.50p]. The removal costs were £8.10/- and a new dresser
and fittings in the kitchen cost 23/- [£1.15p]. A loan was required
for the difference and a member of the congregation kindly paid
the interest on a loan of £400.
Coltpark proved to be a costly manse and required a lot of
maintenance. Mr Williamson before he retired warned that it was
in such a shocking state that the Presbytery could withhold
permission for a call for a new minister. In 1962 Mr Heriot recalls
that on their first visit to the manse water had been cascading for
days from a burst tank and there was mildew everywhere. Mr
Penman called for volunteers to scrape the walls to remove the
fungus. Coal was bought in quantity and Mr Owen, church officer,
drew up a rota of ladies willing to light and tend fires every day so
that it would dry out. All the floorboards had been lifted and
replaced, new 13 amp sockets installed and members blitzed the
garden. Mrs Heriot was invited to select a new cooker. The
induction was in June but it was September before the manse was
habitable.
In 1972 cracks were appearing in the walls of the kitchen and there
was woodworm in the bathroom. There was talk of buying a new
manse but it would require funding and none was presently
available. A decision was taken to install gas central heating. In
1977 the Fabric Committee reported that the kitchen was very
small with only a double sink, cooker and 2 work tops. No floor
units, no mid units, no wall units – the pantry could perhaps be
removed to make the kitchen larger. The cost of repairs and new
units was estimated at £1500 and the Woman’s Guild gave £200
towards the repairs. It was also noted that ‘Mrs Jones forbearance
in working uncomplainingly in the existing conditions does her
great justice, but we are due no credit for continuing to permit it’.
Again it was suggested that a new manse should be bought.
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By 1987 subsidence made major repairs necessary to the bay
window area and double glazing was put in. It was 1990 before a
modern house was chosen at Marchfield to the great relief of the
minister and his family.

Halls
Kenmure Hall
A brick built building in Schoolfield Lane in the village was erected
for the Good Templars around 1870. It served as both church and
hall until 1906. From the 1890s there were complaints of a leaking
roof and other shortcomings which led to the determination of the
congregation to build a ‘proper’ church. The irony is that it
continued in use as one of the church halls until it was bought by
Caledonian Estates for £93,000 in 1985 and later demolished
when The Triangle Complex was built.
The demise of this hall was forever being prophesised. The loft was
declared unsafe in 1965 and required to be emptied. A rat catcher
had to be employed in 1968 and on many subsequent occasions.
The staircase in 1975 was reported as illegal because it had no
handrail and the hall was described in the minutes of the Board of
Management as ‘ tatty but sound’. It was in need of substantial
repairs which would cost around £3000 and there was a
temptation to borrow from the New Hall Fund. The fireplace and
stove were removed. Its life was given as 3 years in 1976 yet despite
this it was renovated. Again complaints were made in 1978 that
there were no wash hand basins in the toilets.
A public meeting was held in Bishopbriggs High School in
September 1978 to discuss redevelopment of the whole of the area
around Schoolfield Lane. Richard Dent, Chief Planning Officer,
spoke about the Bishopbriggs Local Plan and stated that ‘there are
a number of buildings in the area which are going to have to be
relocated.’ Councillor W.P.D. McIntyre pointed out that in an
earlier report, in 1972, Kenmure Hall was described as a derelict
building. He wished it to be recorded that it was in use every night
of the week by the church and several other groups.
To supplement its income the Hall had always been rented out
when available. In the 1880s and 90s electoral meetings were held.
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In the 1920s The Eastern Star and the Loyal Orange Lodge met
there. The Parish Council, in 1900, wrote to the managers asking
for a written undertaking that the hall would only be used for
religious purposes. In the 1970s the Independent Baptist Church
rented the hall as did the Dog Training Club, the Old People’s Club,
who required seating for over 100, the Amalgamated Society of
Woodworkers and the Pigeon Fanciers. By 1985 the income from
Strathclyde Regional Council was £2080 per year.
A private person made an offer of £3500 to buy the hall in 1967
and in 1974 the Independent Baptist Church was also interested.
The hall was eventually sold to Caledonian Estates in 1985 for
£93,000 which provided money towards the New Hall.
It was demolished soon after to make way for The Triangle.
Members were sorry to see it go as they had many memories of
happy times spent there.
Williamson Hall
It was thought, in the 1930s, that it would be desirable to have a
hall attached to the church. Plans for fundraising were put in
motion and a decision was taken to move the vestry upstairs and
build on the hall on the right hand side at the back of the church.
The work began in 1935 and it was dedicated and opened on 9th
October 1936 by Mrs Williamson. In 1991 a joint appeal ‘buy-aslate for 50p’ was made to raise £25,000 needed to re-roof the
church and the hall.
Invitation to
the Opening.
Miss French
became Mrs
Margaret Gray

19

It was a popular addition and has been in use for 70 years and has
been refurbished on several occasions.
Viewfield Hall
A member of the congregation donated a timber hut to the church
in 1965. It was decided that it would be erected in the grounds at
the back of the building. It was a long drawn out process which
required permission from the Glasgow Presbytery and it was not in
use until December 1968 at a cost of £431 for wiring, fitting a toilet
and lining the walls. Unfortunately it was in an isolated position,
the church backed onto a factory and fields in those days, and it
suffered from vandalism – broken windows and graffiti were
common problems. It was put up as a temporary measure but was
in use for 18 years.
New Hall
Viewfield Hall did help to relieve congestion but was never
considered a solution to the problem. There was a possibility of
buying land at the back of the church on which to build a hall but
unfortunately this fell through.
From 1965 onwards the congregation set up a New Hall Fund with
great enthusiasm.
A committee was appointed and there were car treasure hunts,
beetle drives, sales of work, fetes, coffee mornings and all the usual
efforts. Waste paper was collected by members of the choir who
volunteered one evening per month to cover the members in the
Parish and Milton. It was stored in the manse garage. Mrs Curley
organised a collection of woollen rags and Robert Lindsay sold
ballpoint pens for 1/- [5p] each, these were a great success and
over several years brought in a good income. Targets were set and
organisations were asked to meet these each year. This was not
always possible.
By 1966 the sum of £2272 was in the fund and by 1968 this had
risen to £4078. An extraordinary meeting of the congregation was
held in 1968 to seek permission to borrow £400 from the fund to
pay for repairs to Kenmure Hall. In 1970 tea towels printed with a
map of Bishopbriggs were popular and added to the funds.
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An Exhibition about Kenmure – the Last 100 Years, organised by
Mr Burnett, was held in Kenmure Hall and members were asked to
promise to donate 5/- per week over 2 years and 24 members
signed up bringing in a total of £600. There were plans and an
artist’s drawing of the proposed hall on show.
Another raid on the fund was successful and at a special meeting in
August 1974 permission was granted to borrow the sum of £2000
needed to pay for necessary maintenance at the church and
Kenmure Hall from the Fund which by this time stood at £7319.
The Glasgow Presbytery would not permit the repairs unless the
Kirk Session could guarantee the required sum. The motion was
passed by 33 votes for and 3 against and soon after this the New
Hall Fund was merged with the Fabric Fund.
At last, almost 30 years from being first mooted, there was a final
push in 1986 which raised the £9000 which would complete the
sum of £121000 which the hall would now cost. The builders were
J.H.Gray, Kilsyth. On Saturday, 28th April, 1987 the hall was
dedicated and opened by Mrs Sarah Wilson, a member of Kenmure
for 66 years and first Officer in Charge of the Lifeboys in 1928. On
this auspicious occasion Janette McDonald, mother of Rev Sandy
McDonald who was also present, and Margaret Gray were
presented with certificates signed by the Moderator of the General
Assembly, Robert Craig, to mark 50 years membership. They were
also signed on the back by Dr Herron.
Rev Phillip Jones with
Mrs Wilson, Rev Dr
Andrew Herron, and
Jimmy Reid, Church
Officer

Mrs Sarah
Wilson turns the
key of the New Hall

21

2

Ministers, Missionaries and Lay Preachers

There have been seven incumbents of the pulpit since the Glasgow
Presbytery, North, of the United Presbyterian Church, in 1879,
gave permission that Bishopbriggs U.P. Church be formed. In 1900
the name changed to Kenmure United Free Church and after the
Union of the Presbyterian and Free Churches in 1929 it became
Kenmure Church of Scotland.
Each has contributed in his own way leaving a legacy of changes
that have constantly taken place to meet the needs of the time.
They have guided the congregation throughout their ministry and
all have served with dedication and have nurtured the faith of the
congregation offering spiritual and pastoral care. They have also
worked with the community, been chaplains in local hospitals and
schools, served on the Board of Education and shared in fellowship
with other local churches.

Charles Dick 1879–1915
The first minister to be called was the
Reverend Charles Dick of Burghead, Moray,
A ceremony was held on 30th October 1879
in the church in Schoolfield Lane attended
by the Moderator of the UP Presbytery and
other ministers, elders and the Rev
Alexander Watt of Burghead to proclaim
and ordain Mr Dick as minister and install
him as a member of the presbytery. A public
service of worship was held at which he
received the right hand of fellowship.
Born in Burghead in 1847 he served his ministry in Bishopbriggs
for 36 years overseeing the building of the present church. The
congregation at Bishopbriggs was neither large nor wealthy but
they struggled on under his guidance. He worked tirelessly to bring
about the building of the present church and was proud of the fact
that before he retired in 1915 the building was free of debt at last.
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He was uncomplaining that he and his wife had no manse and
lived in a variety of rented accommodation in Bishopbriggs.
Unfortunately in 1895 his wife died. His much younger sister, came
to Bishopbriggs to help him.
On his retirement from Kenmure, in 1915, he was termed Senior
Minister, a courtesy title which ensured that a part of his stipend
continued to be paid by the church, a sort of pension.
He went back to Burghead but as it was wartime he discovered that
all the local ministers had gone off to serve as chaplains and he was
drafted as locum there until 1918. On his death in 1922 his funeral
was held in Kenmure Church.
The pulpit was draped in a black cloth during
the service and he is interred in Cadder
Cemetery. A fund was opened for a memorial
and when it was unveiled by Dr Coupar in 1925
it was covered by the same cloth. It graced the
left hand side of the back wall. The congregation
filed past paying their respects and leaving the
church by the back door. In 1948 it was moved
to its present position on the left hand wall.
John MacMillan 1915–1925
Born in Port Dundas he attended
Keppochhill School, Springburn.
He was a self-made man who came
from a humble background. On
serving his time as an apprentice
blacksmith in Springburn, he
obtained his first job as a
journeyman with the North British
Locomotive Company, Springburn.
His next move was to A & J Inglis,
Glasgow where during his midday
dinner break he taught himself
Greek and Latin. He applied to the
University of Glasgow and was
accepted, going on to successfully
study for an M.A.
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Not content with this he also studied divinity and was ordained at
Blantyre Congregational Church in 1904. In 1915 he moved to
Ardrossan Congregational Church and in the same year was
admitted as a minister of the United Free Church and received a
call from Kenmure United Free Church, Bishopbriggs, after three
previous applicants had withdrawn, where he served until 1925.
When he spoke at the Jubilee in 1927 he said that he had
researched the early days of the church but many documents had
been lost. Because he was brought up in Springburn he was known
in Bishopbriggs and was sorry to say that some people were more
snobbish than he realised but he felt that he had eventually won
their respect.
In May 1916, he was presented with a bicycle by the congregation
and friends in the district as a ‘token of esteem’ although he had
only been in office for nine months. In May 1917 he was presented
with his pulpit robes the ceremony being carried out by Miss
McEachran, Boghead Villa, Lenzie, sister of the Session Clerk. She
said, “We hope that you may have much comfort in wearing them
and that the blessing of the Lord may be with them and pray you
may be long spared to preach the Gospel…”.
In 1919, the Church at last bought a manse, Ashwell, High Possil in a row of cottages at the far end of Milton – which he moved into
in 1920. In 1925 he was appointed as Supervisor to the Education
Board of Cadder and visited schools in Bishopbriggs, Lochfauld
and Cadder.
A man of principles this often led him into controversial situations.
In 1923 the entire Kirk Session resigned and took their case to the
Presbytery who upheld it. However all that happened was that a
new Session was appointed and life continued.
He was a dedicated evangelist who had preached at street corners
and marched in evangelical parades. He wrote vociferous letters to
the Secretary of State for Scotland when the Corporation of
Glasgow tried to fine unlicensed lay preachers who gave addresses
on Glasgow Green. He preached against the consumption of
alcohol and denounced it at every opportunity. He encouraged the
youth of the church and many attended, sang in the choir, taught
in the Sunday School and were members of the organisations.
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A man of strong opinions, a powerful preacher and a staunch
Protestant, he supported the Auchinairn and Bishopbriggs Loyal
Orange Lodge, No. 32 Chapter, which met in Kenmure Hall,
Schoolfield Lane and at the Juvenile Lodge Treat in January 1916
urged the young people to ‘keep the protestant flag flying’…’ ‘For
on them [the boys] depended the future of good true Orangemen’.
He also had strict ideas about what entertainment was suitable on
church premises. When the Church Choir gave a concert of sacred
songs in the Church in April 1925 the audience had to restrain
themselves from clapping because applause was forbidden in the
Church building.
He did not approve of the church being used for films, whist drives
or dances. In September 1925 he challenged Glasgow U.F.
Presbytery to prevent old church buildings no longer needed from
being turned into dance halls or cinemas which in his words turned
these reverent places ‘into buildings in which the flesh and the
Devil were in full dress’ but his motion failed. His support for
young people was manifest. During his ministry the Boys’ Brigade
Company was formed, the Young People’s Meetings began, the
annual New Year’s Children’s Treat was established and during the
industrial upheaval of the 1920s Children’s Breakfasts were
initiated. As a teetotaller he denounced strong drink and started
the Band of Hope.
In 1923 he was approached to be Principal of a new college in
Glasgow but declined. When, however, a call came from St James
U.F. Church, [closed 1954] Great Hamilton St. [now London Rd],
in 1925, he felt that it was time to move on. His connection with
Kenmure was maintained over the years and he attended the
Jubilee in 1927 and other special occasions.
In 1936, at the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland he
supported a motion to ban the setting up of a Scottish Mothers’
Union because he believed that it would always have the shadow of
Episcopalianism behind it. He wrote several pamphlets the most
famous being, Scotland: No Mean Country, which was about Scots
who had influenced the world. He died in 1939.
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Allan Williamson 1926–1961
Allan Williamson was born in Greenock
in 1873 and educated at St Andrew’s
Square Primary School, Greenock High
School and the University of Glasgow
where in 1916 he graduated MA. He
attended the United Free Theological
College in Glasgow where he gained
distinction in every class. As a
probationer in the Church of Scotland
he served as Assistant Minister at
Hamilton West U.F. Church from 1917 –
1918. Next came two years as locum
tenens in Queen Street Church, Castle
Douglas. His first call to East Church,
Kilbirnie came in 1920 and he was
ordained on 8th November serving five
years until his translation to Kenmure in
April, 1926.
His brother was also a minister and they were both active in the
Temperance Movement taking part in the 1925 No Licence
Campaign. This was a cause with which he was associated all his
life.
His call to Kenmure came in 1926 and he was inducted on
Thursday, April 1926 by the Rev James Hogg BD. Glasgow
Presbytery was represented by Rev J Watson Kelly, [ex Springfield]
Rev Robert Primrose, Springfield and James Walker, a Springfield
Elder. The East Church, Kilbirnie presented Mr and Mrs
Williamson with a ‘handsome drawing room cabinet’ and a cake
stand. At the Induction Social the next evening the Rev John
Lindsay presided and addresses were given by Rev W. Biggan,
[Saltcoats], Rev K Cameron Govan [Cadder] and J Watson Kelly
[ex Springfield].
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A newspaper report in September, 1926 mentions that on the
occasion of his preaching at Greenock he was a ‘forceful preacher’,
young, arresting and dealing with subjects in an interesting way.
‘There is a bright future before him. Bishopbriggs, to which he has
gone will see him make good until he is discovered by one of the
larger City churches’. Thankfully this prophecy did not come true
and he devoted his life to Kenmure.
One of his first innovations was to start a congregational magazine,
Joyful News, to be issued twice per year. He also began the evening
service preaching on a wide variety of popular and attractive
subjects and these were well attended. Soloists and the choir sang
specially selected items.
He was involved in the wider community and on the 20th May 1926
not long after his induction, he had the sad task of jointly
conducting the funeral service for the victims of the Cadder Pit
Disaster. He was at the gravesides in Cadder Cemetery as they
were laid to rest. He was convenor of Auchinairn School and was
active on the local Youth Panel. He appealed to the County Council
to fence off Kenmure Quarry.
In 1960 he preached the sermon at the opening of the War
Memorial Hall, Balmuildy Road. He was also a practical minister
who repaired floor boards in Kenmure Hall when necessary and
when ashes were accumulated from the boiler to be used to surface
the original car park at the church he started to spread them
himself until one of the quarry managers noticed and sent one of
his men to take over.
David Kerr, Moderator of Glasgow Presbytery, sent congratulations
on Allan Williamson attaining his ministerial jubilee on 4th October
1970. He congratulated him for his service, spiritual pastoring and
for his ‘amazing genius’ at raising money for good causes, his
attention and comfort to the sick in Stobhill [Hospital] and to the
mentally ill in Woodilee [Asylum].
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On 18th April 1951, Allan Williamson’s 25th year as minister, a
social evening took place with songs, readings and addresses by
amongst others The Rev H.H. Aitchison, Belfast, Rev E. Heavenor,
Kilmarnock and the Session Clerk, Duncan Robertson.
Presentations were made to Mr Williamson by Mrs Telford and to
Mrs Williamson by Mrs McAllister. Tickets for the occasion, which
included a light supper, thanks to the ladies of the Women’s Guild,
cost 1/3d [7.5p].
On the 22nd November 1961, after 35 and a half years service to
Kenmure Church, Allan Williamson retired. In his speech, Gordon
Bruce said that there were only 12 members left who were at his
induction. The membership of the church had trebled and
Bishopbriggs had grown and was now seeking burgh status. John
Steven, Kenmure Farm, presented a refrigerator to Mrs
Williamson – his mother robed the minister in 1926.
Mrs Williamson was almost blind with very limited sight for many
years. She was a great help to him in his ministry. When he retired
in 1961 he bought a house in Stepps which he named Kenmure.
Unfortunately he suffered bad health just after he retired and for 11
years was nursed by Mrs Williamson. He died in Cleland Hospital,
Motherwell on 4th February, 1973 and was survived by Mrs
Williamson and their son Allan, a physicist.

Charles Heriot 1962–1967

From assistant minister at Greenbank
Church, Clarkston he came to
Kenmure as his first charge. At his
induction on 28th June
1962 he was welcomed by William
Beveridge, who had just become
Session Clerk and robed by Mrs
Telford. Members of the congregation
gave him the right hand of fellowship
and Mrs Irvine made a presentation to
Mrs Audrey Heriot.
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A young and fresh minister following one who had served for over
35 years at first it seemed a daunting task but early on he began to
make changes and stamp his own personality on the way that
things were done. He brought the Sunday School into the morning
service on special occasions, revived the evening service, albeit
once a month from October to April to begin with, re-started a
magazine. In his reminiscences in the Centenary Issue of the
magazine in 1979 he recalls that at his first baptism he had an ink
stain on his finger and the baby was handed back with a blue spot
in the middle of his forehead.

Picture by Harry Rennie
Bill Tennant of STV with Mr and Mrs Heriot and Bill
Beveridge at Kenmure Sale of Work 1962
In 1967 he and Dr Burnett were commissioners at the General
Assembly when one of the debates was about licensing women as
preachers. He was called to Polmont in 1967 where he still serves
and acted as Senior Chaplain to The Rt Rev Alexander McDonald
on his appointment as Moderator of the General Assembly in 1997.
He was recently back in Bishopbriggs wearing his other hat, that of
expert on the Glasgow Tramways System on which he gives
illustrated talks.
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Philip H. Jones 1968–1987
He was born in Wales but came to
Scotland to work in industry for several
years before deciding, at the age of 40,
to study divinity. He was a widower
with twins, Martyn and Alice when he
met and married Christine, a teacher,
who was a great support to him at
Kenmure. He was a talented artist both
in watercolours and particularly of pen
and ink sketches, many of which
adorned the front covers of the church
magazines.
Kenmure was his first and only charge. At his ordination and
induction on Wednesday, 26th June, 1968 the charges were given
by the Rev A.S. Dingwall, of the Sunday School Union and he was
robed by Mrs Telford who also made a presentation to Mrs Jones.
He was particularly encouraging of young people and their
participation in the life of Kenmure. In 1980 he wrote in the
magazine about his pleasure in his chaplaincies and especially at
the Ogilvie Wing of St Mary’s where boys who had committed
serious offences were housed.
In 1983 he was proud of the Youth Fellowship’s weekend of
outreach in August as Swing Park Evangelists, in Bishopbriggs
Park. He was keen that younger men should aspire to become
elders to ensure the future of Kenmure. He remarked about the
Centenary, in 1979, that it should be seen ‘not as a terminus but a
milestone’. He had a wry sense of humour and at the Centenary in
1979 quoted David Livingstone ‘Hats off to the past, jackets off to
the future.’ When he retired the Jones’ went to live in Kirkmuirhill,
South Lanarkshire. He is now in Auchlochan Home, South
Lanarkshire and several members of the congregation keep in
touch.
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D. Stuart Crawford 1988–1991
A young and enthusiastic man he came to
Kenmure from being assistant minister at
Temple Anniesland, Glasgow. He was an
interesting and controversial preacher who
kept the congregation alert. He had the gift
of making people feel that they should do
better and was good at getting them to
volunteer their services. He modernised the
Sunday School and it was renamed Junior
Church.
He felt that their attendance at morning service provided
entertainment for the adults and cut down the amount of time they
had to learn about Jesus. At baptisms he carried the baby up and
down the aisle so that the congregation could see who they were
promising to care about.
At the Week of Christian Unity held in Bishopbriggs Christian
Centre in January 1988 he was the main speaker. He also
introduced the idea of tea and coffee being made available after the
morning service so that members had an opportunity to chat with
and get to know each other. In 1991 under sad personal
circumstances he had to demit his charge.
Iain Laing 1992–
The arrival of a son to Bessie and John
Laing, on 21st September, 1944, was to
prove extremely significant and
spiritually beneficial to members and
friends of Kenmure Church in
Bishopbriggs, almost 50 years later.
The Rev Iain Archibald Laing spent his
pre-school years living in Hillington,
before the family moved to Thornliebank.
The normal primary and secondary
education was followed by a couple of gap years, before Iain
accepting God’s call, enrolled at Edinburgh University, to study
for the Ministry
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A year’s probationary spell followed, assistant at St Magnus
Cathedral, in Kirkwall, Orkney, which clearly provided Iain with
a superb insight into the many facets of church life. One fond, if
humorous, memory of his Kirkwall time, he recalled recently. The
church needed to provide an assistant’s chair and the order was
placed with the local undertaker. In time a beautifully crafted
chair was built and placed in position for the service of
dedication. While he processed to the chair, the organist played
“Who is he in yonder stall?”
Iain received the call to his first charge of St Margaret’s in
Tollcross, Glasgow, in November, 1971 and thirty months later, in
June, 1974, Iain was married to Ruth Ann Cairney, in Cathcart
Baptist Church, Glasgow. The wedding was conducted by a friend
of the Laing’s the Rev Eric Alexander.
The young couple’s first home was the St Margaret’s manse in
Hamilton Road, Mount Vernon, where, despite the interior décor
chosen by Iain when a bachelor was not to Ruth’s taste the newly
weds settled down happily to married life, with Ruth becoming
‘Lady of the manse’ – a name that to this day, does not sit
comfortably with her.
Iain served 12 challenging years at St Margaret’s before
accepting his next call to the Island of Bute. In May, 1983, he
became minister of the linked charges of the High Kirk of
Rothesay with Kingarth and Kilchattan Bay.
The Laing family consisted of Jennie, born in 1976, Alastair born
in 1978 and now they were to be further blessed by the arrival of
second son Andrew with impeccable timing on Christmas Eve
1984. Because had he delayed making his entrance on that day
additional problems might have been experienced as there were
no sailings to the mainland maternity units on Christmas day.
In June 1992, it was announced that Iain had accepted the
unanimous call, to be minister at Kenmure Church in
Bishopbriggs where he remains at the helm.
Iain is a man of great faith and says of his ministry:
“I simply believe in the power of God to change people. I’ve
always felt the best witness to Christ is a church where people
learn to agree and disagree, but always under the banner of
Christ’s love. Give me people to tell the message of the Gospel and
I am content”.
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Iain adds with conviction, “The changing world of today presents
new challenges for us all, but cannot be too frightening, when we
face them in faith, with no fears for the future.”
In his ministry he is supported by Ruth who says, “Seeing folk
come to Christ, and grow in that faith throughout life’s journey to
prove his faithful loving and keeping is my greatest joy.” Together
they have been a great asset to Kenmure.
Bert Bell
Ministers from the congregation
A number of members have felt the call of God to either become
ministers or to devote their life to serve as missionaries. Robert
Dickson [1862 – 1926] was a house painter and an elder in
Kenmure. In 1896, at the age of 34, he decided to study for the
ministry. He carried out missionary work at Garngad and was
chaplain to the fever hospitals of Ruchill and Belvidere and in 1914
to Barnhill Poor House. A fervent temperance reformer he was a
supporter of the No Licence campaign. On his death in 1926, aged
64, a service was held in Kenmure conducted by Rev John
McMillan, [then of St. James]. The church was full and the
vestibule awash with floral tributes. A special carriage was required
to transport them to Sighthill cemetery.
In the 1920s three members became ministers, Robert Watson
who emigrated to Canada; Archibald Kerr who served in New York
and Walter Miller who was ordained in Whitburn, Lanarkshire.
Alexander Rose Rankin [1889–1984] Superintendent of the Young
People’s Meeting, was a committee member of the Foundry Boys
Society and active in the Children’s Breakfast Scheme at Kenmure
Hall in the 1920s. He carried on business as a slater and plasterer
in Bishopbriggs for many years was ordained as an elder in 1930.
He was also a member of the Board of Management. He decided in
the 1930s to study divinity and qualified as a pastor in 1935 while
continuing to study as a missionary, his idea being to serve in the
foreign mission field. However the war intervened and in August
1940 he was ordained to his first charge at St Columba’s, Govan
United Free Church. He returned to Bishopbriggs after he retired
and in 1982 at the age of 93 was apologising that he could no
longer attend the Bible Class and Prayer Meeting.

33

T. Crowther Gordon, DFC, BD preached at an evening service in
Kenmure in April 1930. He was described by the Kirkintilloch
Herald as ‘a local man who in his new charge of the Union Church,
Clydebank has attracted a large congregation by a series of Sunday
lectures on quite exceptional subjects’ but no details are given.
John [Jack] Owen
Jack, from the age of 13 to 22, attended Kenmure Church. He was a
member of the BB Company and ‘joined the church’ when the Rev.
Allan Williamson was minister. He was also a Sunday School
teacher at the same time as Sandy McDonald. At this time he
worked in the distribution department of D.C. Thomson,
publishers.
Following his National Service, in the RAF in 1962, Jack studied
for the Ministry. His first charge, in 1967, was at Bailleston St
Andrews which was formed from the union of two churches and
resulted in a completely new building in 1974. Jack served this
congregation until 1980 when he moved to Lochmaben taking over
the linked charge of Applegarth and Sibbaldbye, Dumfries and
Galloway until he ‘retired’ in October 2001.
His retirement was short lived as he took over the C of S in Lisbon,
Portugal in January, 2002 for a year.
He subsequently oversaw the vacant linked churches of
Auchincairn & Kelton, Galloway, between 2003 and 2005.
The Rt Rev Alexander [Sandy] McDonald baptised in
Kenmure in 1937, was a member of the
Sunday School and became a Life Boy in
the 182nd BB in 1945. His first ‘career’ was
as a managerial trainee with Brownlee’s
Saw Mills, Port Dundas. This was
followed by National Service in the RAF
from 1958 -1960.
He studied divinity at the University of Glasgow and was Student
Assistant at Merrylee Church before his first charge at St David’s,
Bathgate. In 1974 he moved to St Mark’s, Paisley and in 1988 took
up the post of General Secretary with the Board of Ministry.
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On becoming Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland in 1997, Kenmure as his ‘family church’ observed the C of
S tradition and donated £500 to help with additional expenses.
He returned to preach in his home church on Sunday, 19th October,
1994 and took the congregation on a ‘mini tour’ of Kenmure
Personalities, …. and People. Many welcomed him back in the New
Hall after the service and lunch was taken in the manse. Mr and
Mrs Heriot were fellow guests. His other claim to fame is as father
of the new Dr Who, actor, David Tennant. His mother, Janette, was
a president of the Women’s Guild.
John Lafferty, a divinity student at University of Glasgow, was a
welcome addition to Kenmure for 6 months for practical
experience during his final year. At Easter 1996 he left to
concentrate on his exams. A member of Tron St Mary’s, he and his
wife Moira and family live in Bishopbriggs. In March, 1997 he was
accepted for licensing and became assistant at New Kilpatrick
Church, Bearsden.
Keith Saunders
Keith and his wife, Isobel, and family joined Kenmure in 1999 on
his appointment as Whole-Time Chaplain: West Glasgow
Hospitals. He is a native of Berwick-upon-Tweed and worked in
banking with the TSB in Edinburgh. He wrestled with a call to the
ministry for 18 months then applied and was accepted as a
candidate. He studied at Edinburgh University, New College, and
qualified in 1982. He was assistant minister at Dalkeith followed by
ordination to his first charge Calder Parish Church, Coatbridge
where he served for 16 years.
“It was my sole intention to be nothing other than a parish
minister… but an invitation came to me to be a part-time Hospital
Chaplain. Further responsibilities from the Presbytery of Hamilton
to manage the Chaplaincy Service between the Church and the
Healthcare Agencies led to an offer as Whole-Time Chaplain to the
West Glasgow Hospitals, a newly created post which is happening
more frequently in the present healthcare scene.”
He has now embarked on a part-time M.Sc. in Palliative Care with
Marie Curie, accredited by Napier University.
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Missionaries
Ernest Burnett was a missionary in the Livingstone Mission in
Africa in 1943.

Eric Owen,
brother, of Rev Jack Owen, was also in
nd
the 182 BB Company and became a church member of Kenmure.
He spent 2 years as a missionary in Nigeria working for the Sudan
Interior Mission; Moira Gentles served in Kalimpong in the
1960s and Alice Jones, daughter of the minister, went as a
missionary to Livingstonia, Malawi in 1978 to teach the children in
the primary and secondary school there run by the Church of
Central Africa Presbyterian, the HQ of the Presbyterian Church in
northern Malawi. She kept in touch with Kenmure under the
Missionary Partner Scheme and her letters appear in several
magazines. She is now back in Scotland with her 3 sons and lives in
Kirkmuirhill near her father, Rev Philip Jones.
Gail McNab was prayer secretary of Kenmure in
1989. On the 5th of July 1991 she joined the MV
Anastatsia, owned by Mercy Ships, a Christian
group who reach out to help people both physically
and spiritually. The crew are all volunteers and
have to raise their own finances. In 1992, although
a trained midwife, she served on the Ivory Coast as
operating room nurse involved in facial and eye
surgery. Every morning before beginning their long
day the crew met to pray.
Not missionaries in the accepted sense but
nonetheless spreading the Gospel are David and Sheena
Warrilow who in 1999 moved to live in Bracknell, Berkshire,
where they are helping to establish a new church on their housing
estate.

36

Lay Readers
In 1983 Tom Callender, a lecturer in engineering at University of
Strathclyde, joined the congregation for 3 months as part of his
training as a Church of Scotland lay reader. He helped with the
Youth Fellowship and the Bible Class and preached on several
occasions. He was a member of Tron St Mary’s, Springburn and
was set apart as a Lay Reader on 24th November 1980 at a service
in St John’s Renfield Church. James Lockhart, a senior prison
officer at Barlinnie Prison, spent 6 months with Kenmure in 1986.
He was a member of Springfield Cambridge.
Jack Campbell
In 1992 I joined the congregation at Kenmure Church after being
Session Clerk at Trinity Possil and Henry Drummond Church in
Parkhouse. Dr Andrew McGowan, who was minister there at the
time encouraged me to become a Reader, although I had been a
Lay Preacher since 1960. Fortunately I was not required to do
any additional training as I had a B.D. from London University. I
was ‘Set Apart’ for the Readership in 1989 when Rev. David
Easton was Moderator of Glasgow. Shortly after this event he
kindly asked me to preach in his church at Burnside. On average,
I have preached about ten times in a year, until the summer of
1998 when Rev. Hugh Wallace asked me to be Locum at his
church, Mount Florida, while he was on Study Leave for four
months. I did some of the preaching, took four funerals and
visited sixty homes during my time there. In 2004 I was Locum in
High Carntyne for three months. In 2005 Hugh
Wallace invited me back to Mount Florida for a
second stint there as Locum. As I was finishing this
I had a phone call from Rev. David Lunan,
Presbytery Clerk, asking me to be Locum at Calton
Parkhead. As the minister has since resigned, I am
still there and will be for the foreseeable future.
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Youth Worker
Alison Wright
Alison became leader of the Junior Church when it was set up in
1990. In 1994 she decided to attend the Methodist, Cliff College,
Sheffield, to study for a Diploma in Evangelism. Her success in
gaining first prize for New Testament studies shocked her and she
was delighted to have come so far. In her second year she was sent
out on Missions at weekends, a 10 day one and a 3 week one. She
also went into secondary schools and attended conferences. She
had to knock on doors, take services, preach and attend children’s
clubs.
Having passed with merit she worked in Manchester as a part-time
youth worker serving seven churches. She is now Lay Worker for
Pastoral Youth Care at Knutsford Methodist Church and is married
to Neil who she met at Cliff College.
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3

Office Bearers

The Church does not have one person who acts as the head of faith,
as that role is the Lord God's. Its supreme rule of faith and life is
through the teachings of the Bible. Our Covenanting forebears
fought over the principle that ‘Jesus Christ is the ane King o’ the
Kirk’.

The Kirk Session
The members of the Kirk Session are the ruling elders of the
church. The minister is the teaching elder and moderator of the
Session. The Session, the Presbytery and the General Assembly are
the courts of the church.
Kenmure Kirk Session
In the Church of Scotland ruling elders are elected by the Kirk
Session and ordained by the minister of the parish. They are
answerable to the Kirk Session. Like a Minister the elder is
ordained for life. Elders also have pastoral responsibilities, which
they carry out under the guidance of the minister. Kenmure's
parish is divided into elders' districts and the elders are expected
to visit members in their district on a regular basis. As a
consequence the Elder becomes the listening ear, to ensure that all
spiritual concerns of the congregation are acknowledged and
fully discussed, on a regular basis.
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To obtain the broadest spectrum of opinion, most Kirk Sessions
employ a widely based age group of Elders, which enables the life
long Christian experience of some, to be put into the discussion
pot along with the vital contribution of the younger colleagues.
The above may provide a broad indication of Session business,
with its purpose to always put God at the centre of all decisions,
based on His teaching, and to His ultimate Glory.
Certainly during the Church's history, there have been many
changes to rules of Session. For example the General Assembly
changed its legislation to allow women Elders in 1966, though it
was not until February 1990, that Kenmure ordained Mary
Houston, Ruth James and Myrette Cowan to the Eldership, with
others regularly following. In 2006 Kenmure Kirk session,
numbers 12 Ladies in its ranks. Another more recent change, has
resulted in all Elders, being placed, in one of four committees
which cover, Worship, Mission, Education and Social Needs of
Church Life. More recently the Kirk Session decided to employ a
full time Youth Worker.
It is worth reminding all members that Kirk Session meetings, are
open to all, and 8/9 meetings are held each year.
The changes in Session business over the last 100 years have been
colossal, but one original need remains - the prayers and support
of all members for Kirk Session deliberations.
You would perhaps express some surprise, if you looked back at a
couple of items, taken from Kirk Session minutes of yesteryear.
They were urged to ‘provide a list of fit young men, for military
service and to elect a representative to be present at the coffining
of the corpse to ensure that the deceased is well wrapped up in a
Scots linen shrou’d. This was to ensure the viability of the linen
trade.
Certainly not too many of today's Elders would enjoy facing such
a discussion, but one hundred years from now, what might be the
reflected comment on ours?
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Kenmure has been very well served over the last hundred years,
by seven Ministers. It has been recorded by each, that the
contribution, along with the support provided by Elders has
considerably eased their burdens, and assisted in the spiritual
welfare of the congregation. Our prayer is that with God's help.
Kenmure Kirk Session can face bravely the many ongoing
challenges to its life and conviction over the coming years.
Bert Bell

Kenmure Kirk Session - 2006

Elders. Back Row: Jack Crawford, John Stevenson, Tom Jobson, Gordon
Strong, Jim Wright [Treasurer], Ewan MacLeod, Sandy Brownlie, Donald
Stevenson.
Middle Row: Willie Thomson, Bert Bell, Lesley Shaw, Ailie Kidd, Mary
Houston, Wilma Cox, Moira Calderwood, Myrett Cowan, Christie Johnstone,
Ian Thomson, Eric Forrester,
Front Row: Christine Cameron, Jacqueline Murray, George Reid [Session
Clerk], Iain Laing [Minister]. Peter McFarlane [Senior Elder], Jennifer
McLennan, Rebecca Wallace.
Absent: David Munro, Evelyn Glasgow, Jack Campbell, John Anderson and
Aileen Atkins
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Presbytery Elder
The position of Presbytery Elder is probably not understood by the
majority of any congregation, so perhaps it might be best to
clarify just what a Presbytery of the Church of Scotland does. The
Presbytery is a regional court of the church. Kenmure is a member
of the Presbytery of Glasgow. The Presbytery is the second senior
court of the church – only the General Assembly being of greater
importance.
The Presbytery Elder is appointed by the Kirk Session and
represents his own church at the meetings of the Presbytery. Each
church is entitled to one representative and there is a parity of
numbers between ministers and elders. Additional elders are
appointed to balance ministers not in charges, e.g. retired, hospital
chaplains etc.
The Elder is entitled to speak in Presbytery and is generally
appointed to at least one committee where a great deal of work is
done, although this must all be ratified by the full Presbytery.
The Presbytery in Glasgow meets nine times a year and is open to
all although only the members may speak and vote. One exception
to the openness is in matters of discipline or dealing with matters
personal to a member which will be taken in private.
A vast number of matters are discussed e.g. mission, church law,
appointment of ministers, fabric of buildings and many more.

John Stevenson
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Presbytery Elders
1962 – 1969
John Wright
1969 – 1978
William Beveridge
1978 - 1998
John Cormack
1998 - 2001
John Stevenson
2001 - 2004
Willie Thomson
2004 - to date
Jack Campbell
John Wright
He lived in Rosedale, Brackenbrae Avenue and was a civil servant
but from an early age had leanings towards the theatre as an
entertainer. After service in World War One he studied as a tenor
vocalist and became a semi-professional singer and compère with
the Glasgow Concert Party – The Caledonians and on his
retirement he visited pensioners clubs to entertain them with his
Sir Harry Lauder in Story and Song. He was also active in Kenmure
Men’s Own Sunday Meeting. He was Convenor of the Plays and
Concert Sub-Committee of Bishopbriggs War Memorial Hall Fund
and an elder in Kenmure serving as Presbytery Elder for 7 years.

Congregational visits
The Presbytery is the court of appeal for all matters which are dealt
with by Kirk Sessions, as well as having the power to review
decisions made at congregational meetings. Each congregation is
visited once in every five-year period by members of Presbytery
[who are known as presbyters], when its spiritual well-being and
congregational activities are examined.
The objective is to encourage and advise the minister, Kirk Session
and congregation, and to draw to their attention any matters which
appear to be unsatisfactory or not in accordance with Church law.
[This used to be referred to as a quinquennial visitation, but is now
simply called a Presbytery visit.]
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Session Clerks
1879

Assessors were appointed by the Presbytery, James
Reid and William Hamilton

There was no official Kirk Session until they were ‘passed as fit’ in
1902.

1879 – 1887 pro tem
1887 – 1895 pro tem
1895 – 1897 pro tem
1897 – 1902 pro tem
1902 – 1929
1929 – 1932
1932 – 1941
1941 – 1944
1944 – 1959
1959 – 1962
1962 – 1978
1978 - 1987
1987 – 1997
1997 – to date

William Spiers
Robert Turnbull
William Spiers
John McDowell
Neil McEachron
Robert Crerar
David Y. Macbeth
John Dalrymple
Duncan Robertson
James Penman
William Beveridge
Edward Crane
Christopher Darnbrough
Neil Graham Beveridge
George Reid

Vacancy Procedure
Charles Heriot writes in Kenmure’s Centenary Magazine 1979 that
in 1962 when the Vacancy Committee visited Greenbank Church to
hear him preach, ‘I had been told that they had arrived, even
before they were out of their cars, and on entering the Church I
knew exactly where they were sitting.’ He must have impressed
them as he was their chosen candidate.
On another occasion a member of the vacancy committee noted
‘This candidate might be too revolutionary in his methods for
Kenmure’. Advice was also given to one committee not to forget to
place advertisements in the Dundee and Aberdeen newspapers.
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In 2003 the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland changed
the process. References are no longer required and the vacancy is
now made by a nominating committee from the church overseen
by the Presbytery.

The Board of Management
At present the Board of Management consists of the Minister, and
eighteen other members made up from equal number of elders
from the Kirk Session and representatives from the congregation
on a three year basis, nominated at the Annual Stated Meeting.
The terms of reference of the Board are to be responsible for the
financial affairs of the church and the maintenance of all church
properties.
The Minister, Iain Laing oversees all business relating to the
Board of Management such as chairing the meetings. The Clerk to
the Board, at present, Tom Jobson, deals with all correspondence
in connection with board business. The Clerk is also responsible for
recording and reading the minutes of board meetings. He also
liaises with the Minister and other Board members about church
buildings, halls and the manse as well as heating systems and
certain contents. Decisions are then processed by the Fabric
Convenor, at present, Christie Johnstone, and the up-to-date
situation regarding job estimates, work carried out or about to
start is reported to the members.
Harvey Calderwood is at present the Halls Convenor looking after
anything in connection with the halls and other miscellaneous jobs
that occur in the day to day running of the church.
The other members of the Board contribute to routine business
discussed at meetings giving advice, comments and at times vote
on matters arising. They also participate in the church service, on
door duty, uplifting the Offering and counting the collection later
along with a team leader who banks the money.

Ian Thomson
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Board of Management 2006
Back row: Eric Forrester, Ewan MacLeod, Ian Thomson, Christie
Johnstone, Harry Boyd, Jim Simpson, Jim Wright, Victor
McLennan [Church Officer], Tom Jobson [Clerk to the Board],
Stevie Wood.
Front row: Ailie Kidd, Hilary Clews, Anne Strong, Iain Laing, Wilma
Cox, Heather Cox, Susan Watson.
Absent: Cameron Marlow, Jennifer McLennan.

Church Officers
Over the years there have been several church officers or as they
used to be called – the beadle. The church officer prepares the
church and halls for services and events and takes his instructions
from the Session Clerk but is paid by the Board.
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David Henderson
Born in 1846 he was a member of the first mission and founder
member of the church. He was a ‘weel kent face’ in Bishopbriggs.
An elder, and the oldest member, he presented Mr Dick with a gold
watch on behalf of the members in recognition of the minister’s 25
years of service at Kenmure at the Semi-Jubilee Social in November
1904. On his 80th birthday in 1926 the residents of Ruskin Square,
where he had lived since his wedding, gave him a pipe, tobacco and
a pouch plus a walking-stick. By this time he had a long beard and,
fond of being out-of-doors, was often to be found with other old
worthies near the old tram terminus opposite the school – now the
library.
In 1919 a presentation social was arranged and Mr Dick handed
over a wallet of notes from the congregation in recognition of his
long service to Kenmure. At the Jubilee Social held in November
1927 his daughter accepted a gift on his behalf for his services as
Church Officer, Board Member and 50 years a member. He was too
frail to attend and died shortly afterwards.

John McMin
On his retiral from 15 years as Church Officer, 1940–1955, he was
presented with a wireless set at a social function in the church hall.

Jimmy Reid
I was appointed Church Officer at the start of 1983 when Mr.
Jones was the minister and Ted Crane was the Session Clerk. My
duties varied and I rang the bell for morning and evening services
as well as carrying in the Pulpit Bible and placing it on the lectern
and attending to opening and closing the doors.
My duties for Communion were to lay out the table, fill the wine
glasses and place them on the Communion table.
I attended to the Church Hall which was in Schoolfield Lane,
painting and cleaning as well as attending events. I also attended
to cleaning the Williamson Hall at the church, built in 1935, and
named after the then minister, Rev. Allan Williamson.
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I watched the New Hall being built in 1987 and helped Christie
Johnstone later to join it to the Williamson Hall. I set out chairs
for meetings and put them away the following day.
Along with John Cormack, an elder, I cleaned out the rones of the
church and kept the grass cut. I also helped with redecorating and
repairing the old manse in Coltpark. In 1998 I fell and broke my
hip joint but after having it replaced it was obvious that I was no
longer fit to carry out most of my duties and was asked to resign,
which hurt me very much but I knew within myself it was time to
go. I also helped with the preparation of the Church Magazine for
many years and with the church grounds.
Jimmy Reid

Jimmy celebrated his 80th birthday with a lunch at the Church on
Harvest Sunday 20th September 1998 Jimmy was presented with a
cheque and his wife, Margaret received a basket of flowers He
thanked the Kirk Session, the Board of Management, the Mother
and Toddlers Group and the Sequence Dance Club for their
kindness.

Church Officers
1879 – 1888
1888 – 1890
1895 1904 - 1919
1940 – 1955
1955 – 1964
1964 1983 – 1998
1998 to date

David Henderson
John Gilmour
Alexander
David Henderson
John McMinn
J.C. Owen
A. Fisher
J. Ryans
Keith Pickering
Jimmy Reid
Victor McLennan
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4

Finance

‘The guide for all is conscientious giving as the Lord has
prospered them’
The Kirk Session and the Board of Management require the
Church Treasurer to produce detailed accounts each year and to
have them audited. These are then presented to the congregation
at the Annual Stated Meeting.
The information gleaned from the Financial Reports of the church
highlight two interesting points. One is how great inflation has
been since decimalisation in 1971 compared with the slow and tiny
growth in the early days and the fact that despite the congregation
of Kenmure regularly being described by treasurers as being
generous most of the annual income needs to be spent on
maintaining the fabric, which is a responsibility placed on the
Board of Management by the Presbytery.

1925 Financial Report
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In 1925 the Managers were delighted to announce a total income of
£427.5/7 [£427.26p] and a credit balance of £27.1/11d [£27.10p]
the minister’s stipend was £135 per annum, the Church Officer
earned - £30, the Organist was paid £25 and the Kenmure
Hallkeeper - £20. The ladies who visited members monthly to
collect for the Central Fund and Missions, money to be paid to
Edinburgh, collected £13.5/1 [£13.25p].
In 1955 the total income for the year was £1712.11/6 [£1712.66p],
the Church Officer received £55, the Organist £55 and the
Hallkeeper £45. In 1975 the total income was £5,944.20p, the
minister’s stipend was £1,947, the Church Officer £294, the
Organist £220. In 1995 the total income was £43,935, the stipend
was £13,436, the Organist - £1,206 and by 2005 the total income
was £75,824.
Offerings
Up until 1916 the congregation placed their Offering in a plate in
the vestibule on their way into Worship. In 1916 a decision was
taken that the plates would be passed round the pews by those on
door duty. The Offering was then brought to the front and they
stood until the minister gave thanks in prayer.
In 1926 a plea from the treasurer states that an average collection
of £5 per Sabbath is needed to meet obligations. He comments that
despite the coal strike [part of the General Strike 1926] £4.11.4d
[£4.24p] was being reached. It was proposed that every Sunday the
total for the previous week would be announced and should it fall
below £5 appropriate action could be taken by the members to
right this matter. The Fabric Fund was established in 1939.
A red letter day in the history of Kenmure Church was Endowment
Sunday, April 1944. The aim was for a Collection of £100 but the
amount taken was £252 + £48 from friends outside giving a total
of £300. When this was announced the congregation rose to their
feet and sang the Doxology.
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In 1958 the Board reported that especially on a Communion
Sunday the envelopes were falling off the plates. The cost of 4 new
plates would be £3.6/- [£3.30p] but Mr Williamson announced
that they had been given by an anonymous donor. William
Brownlee in January 1969 thanked the congregation for the rapid
response to the appeal of 1968. Also in 1969 there was concern that
when decimalisation came in 1971 there would be no half-crowns
[12p] which members so often put into the plate or envelope and
what would they replace them with.
A Manse Fund was set up in 1962 and members were asked to
contribute 4/- [20p] per week over 10 weeks which should bring in
£840 if everyone took part. Envelopes would be delivered by the
elders and a Target Chart would be put up at the Church door to
show progress. A complaint was made by the treasurer that small
foreign coins were being found in the plate.
The Board decided in 1971 to send out letters to the 200 members
who did not contribute to the Freewill Offering Scheme. This
resulted in 25 agreeing to join, 25 declining and 150 giving no
reply. There were only 6 Deeds of Covenant in operation in 1974
bringing in £100 tax relief. This scheme is now called Gift Aid and
in 2005 the amount of income from it was £44,475 bringing tax
relief of £12,573.
In 1971 the budget for the following year was distributed with the
Financial Report in order to let the members see the increase
which was needed to obtain these figures. In 1973 there was a drop
in income of £91.57 when an increase of £988.55 was required.
An appeal for donations to the Fabric Fund was sent out in June
1980. The minister, Mr Jones, would be in the Vestry from 7 -9pm
on the Friday evening 20th June and in Kenmure Hall 10am – noon
on Saturday 21st June to receive donations. A coffee morning would
also be held on the Saturday. The Appeal remained open until
August 31st and raised £2.883.24. This Givings Day was repeated
on Saturday 19th September, 1981.
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Once again the minister sat in the vestry to receive money and
thank the members personally or they could place an envelope
marked ‘Gift Day’ in the plate on the Sunday. Tea and coffee with
biscuits was available in the Williamson Hall. This brought in
£1,786.48p and in March 1983 a Special Appeal realised £1,685
well short of the hoped for total of £5000. In 1986 another such
day brought in £2,273,54.
The church had to learn to live without the income from Kenmure
Hall. In 1988 the Women’s Guild held a Christmas Fayre which
raised £775 and in December 1990 a repeat event managed to raise
£1000. There were legacies amounting to £965. An Autumn Fair in
1991 realised £2155 all of which helped towards the re-roofing of
the Church and the Williamson Hall. A Piano Appeal was made in
1994 and £1,700 was raised and another Givings Day in the
Williamson Hall added £2,000.
By 2003 the number using Free Will Offering envelopes had
dropped but this was compensated for by the additional number
who signed up for Gift Aid. There is never enough in the coffers to
meet all that the Board might wish to see carried out. To celebrate
the Centenary of the Church building many schemes have been
suggested.
The church is fortunate to be situated in a reasonably affluent area.
Kenmure has always had members who have come to their aid in
the past though donations or legacies. Much has also been
achieved by hard work and good will in the past, the present and
no doubt in the future.
In 1972 the Burgh decided to adopt Viewfield Road and to surface
it with tar macadam. As part owners Kenmure Church were liable
for a share of the cost and paid £770. They also had to pay £45 for
Coltpark Avenue’s adoption as owners of the manse.
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Seat Rents
From 1906 members paid a set amount in April and October to
rent a family pew. A card was inserted in a brass holder on each
pew stating the renter’s name
and the number of seats. People
could supply their own cushions
but there was no shelf under the
pew at Kenmure in which to
store a Bible and hymn book and
some people simply left them on
the seat.
Seat rents were discontinued in the 1920s in favour of the Free Will
Offering envelopes but reinstated in 1926 when the congregation
voted at a special meeting to depart from the envelope collection
and return to seat rents and the open plate. The income in 1928
was £34.18.0d [£34.90] but it dropped in 1931 and FWO envelopes
were reintroduced in 1934 raising £144. 15.2d [£144.76] in
addition to seat rents £31.18.6d [£31.92]. The open plate was
always in use in parallel. The 182nd BB paid £4 per year for their
pew.
At a special Congregational Meeting on Thursday 4th February
1959 the matter of the abolition of seat rents was hotly discussed.
Mr Williamson felt that new members were most opposed to the
idea of renting a seat but disagreed that ‘owners’ were reluctant to
allow others to share their pews. Mr Bruce stated that the older
members liked having their own seat and cushion as had their
families before them. It gave a sense of continuity.
As the rents made a large contribution to the finances of the church
it would be necessary to encourage more members to adopt the
FWO and to increase their giving from the recommended 1/6d [7p]
to 2/6 [12p] per week. However it was pointed out that the income
had almost doubled in the previous year.
Mr Coyle mentioned that on a recent Communion Sunday when he
had been on duty and had tried to seat people he was told ‘This is
my pew’. He felt that the church might lose members because of
this attitude. Mrs Penman pointed out that there were 400
members and not enough seats to allocate one to each person.
There were only 12 vacant seats.
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A young member of the congregation, Sandy McDonald, later to
become a minister and the Moderator of the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland spoke out against retaining the rents. He
felt that name cards appeared unfriendly.
At the Annual Congregational Meeting on 21st February 1963 the
matter was once again raised and was still controversial. This time
it was agreed to remove the name cards. Mrs Burnett suggested
that a card stating ‘You are welcome to this seat’ be inserted
instead. Mr Bruce proposed that older members who wished to
retain their seats should be allowed to do so. Seat rents were finally
abolished but some members still gave the money as a donation.

Treasurers
1925
1930
1942
1950
1955
1956
1968
1977
1981
1992

Arthur Burley
James Ogilvie
John Menzies
Reginald Horsefall
William Curley
William Kidd
William Brownlee
Harvey Johnstone
John Palmer
Jim Wright
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5

The Role of Women

Women had no official role in the Church of Scotland until
deaconesses were commissioned in 1935. In 1949 women
graduates of divinity could preach but not be ordained. It was in
1968 that Mary Levison became the first woman to be ordained as
a minister. In 2004, Dr Alison Elliot became the first woman to be
Appointed as Moderator of the General Assembly. She was not a
minister but an elder, the first to hold this post since the 16th
century.
In 1945 a proposal to admit women as elders was submitted by the
presbyteries for discussion by congregations. In Kenmure, the Kirk
Session unanimously voted against and the congregational vote
was - for – 19, against – 46. This rejection was the result
throughout Scotland and it was 1966 before the first women elders
were ordained. It was 1990 before Kenmure followed suit.
==========================================
Women Elders
The Church of Scotland’s first women elders were ordained in
1966 following the General Assembly’s decision to allow women
into the Eldership. Kenmure’s first women elders – Mary
Houston, Ruth James and Myrette Cowan were ordained in
February 1990 during Mr Crawford’s time as minister.
At the next ordination in August 1990, Moira Calderwood,
Evelyn Glasgow and Helen Steven joined the Session. I myself
was ordained in 1994. The next ladies to be ordained were Helen
Kidd, Aileen Watkins and Wilma Cox in 1996. In 2002 Jacqueline
Murray and Rebecca Wallace were welcomed to the Session. Most
recently in 2005 Christine Cameron and Lesley Shaw were
ordained as elders.
A distinctive characteristic of the elder’s role is his or her position
as a channel between the congregation and the minister and an
important part of the elder’s role is to identify pastoral concerns.
Each of us has different gifts and by God’s grace the gifts that
women can bring to the work of the Session will be of benefit to
the life of the Church.
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I have enjoyed working as part of a team along with the other
members of the Session in helping to make decisions which will
help shape the future of Kenmure.
In my role as elder I particularly enjoy and consider important
the contact with the folk in my district, and am grateful to God for
the many friends I have made along the way. I also have enjoyed
keeping contact going between the Church and those of our folk
who can no longer attend due to illness or infirmity.
I believe that allowing women into the eldership was a right and
wise decision and that the mixture of men and women on
Kenmure Session has proved successful. Hopefully Kenmure will
continue to ordain young women along with young men to
eldership in order to help secure the future of our Church.

Jennifer McLennan

Although women had no official role in the church they were the
backbone for the provision of finance through fundraising, they
contributed to the maintenance of the buildings and they tirelessly
supplied home baking and tea. Twenty three of the fifty three
signatories of the petition to found Bishopbriggs United
Presbyterian Church, in 1879, were women. They were members of
the first choir formed in 1893 and several ladies from the
congregation set up a committee to raise funds to honour Mr Dick
by providing him with his robes. These ladies also supplied and
served the tea on the occasion of the presentation of the robes on
November 16th 1893. They were Mrs Dick, Steven and Black, the
Misses Bell, Gourlay and McBride.
During the 1930s a Ladies Work Party met every week. They sold
the goods which they made until they had enough to contribute
items required for the church. They raised enough to renew the
matting throughout the church, the choir platform, the pulpit and
the pulpit stairs.
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Woman’s Meeting
In the 1920s the
Women’s Meeting
began. This was a
weekly gospel and
devotional meeting
with speakers and
singing. They met at
2.30pm one
Wednesday and
7.30pm the next. They also raised funds for the church donating
their collection money annually, holding sales of work and giving
the proceeds from concerts. In 1945 they raised £139.5.0,
[£139.25p] and again in 1951 the sum of £237.50 for the
Endowment Fund. In 1966 they gave £35 to the Organ Fund. Well
known names were on the committee in the 1960s; Mrs Gray,
Owen and Reid. The minister was chairman of their meetings, Mr
Heriot being the last before the demise of this stalwart
organisation in 1966.
They also had annual outings.

First outing to
Rouken Glen
Park 1920s

Helensburgh 1930s
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Women’s Guild
A branch of the Woman’s Guild was formed in Kenmure in 1951.
It met on a Monday night at 7.30pm in the Williamson Hall.
The women folk in Bishopbriggs ance
tired got o’ the same auld faces.
They threatened tae kick richt ower the traces
so somebody started the Womans’ Guild.
There’s Devotions, Worship and Praise,
and aye a need o’ cash tae raise
but wi’ guid hardworkin’ committee
It’s nae bother for the WG.
Noo ance a week they a’ foregather
The hoose an family are left wi’ faither,
And mum sets aff for the WG
in a hall like this in a’ kinds o’ weather.
We’re indispensable, is that no’ a fact
Even the elders will agree tae that
If they want someone tae make the tea
Wha dae the ask? Of course the WG.
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The Woman’s Guild was formed in 1887 by Dr Archibald
Charteris of Whamfray, Dumfriesshire. Kenmure Church had a
Ladies Fellowship which met on Wednesday afternoons in the
manse under the leadership of the minister Mr Williamson. In
1950 it was decided to form a branch of the Woman’s Guild in
Kenmure. Founder members were Margaret Gray, Ann Penman,
C. Dawson, E. Kidd and Elizabeth McDowall. Sadly all these
ladies have passed away. They all did admirable work for the
Church and the Armed Forces.
In 1975, 1990 and 2001 we celebrated our silver, ruby and golden
anniversaries. In 2005 a Long Service Certificate from the
National Committee was presented to Mrs McDowall by our
President, Doreen Jobson. Sadly she passed away a month later
at the wonderful age of 105, housebound but still active.
We in Kenmure, together with other branches in Glasgow,
support the Lodging House Mission helping to prepare vegetables
for soup, then serving lunch. It’s not only men but also women
who go there to enjoy a warm meal, shower and clothing. It is an
experience we have all been moved by.
Over the years the National Committee have set up annual
projects which we support. In 1997/98 the Woman’s Guild
changed its name to Church of Scotland Guild. Projects now last 3
years covering 6 different organisations. The present six come to
an end in May 2006 and £490,000 has been raised so far.
The Guild in Kenmure is still going strong. Hopefully we uphold
our motto ‘Whose we are and whom we serve’. We would love to
welcome more, not only ladies but men also. We have a very big
hall. Our present President is Doreen Jobson and Vice-president,
Margaret Forbes both of whom are very devoted to the work of
the Guild and Church.

Rena James

59

From the beginning they worked hard to raise funds by having
concerts and sales of work. This continued through the years and
many of the furnishings and refurbishments of the church, halls
and manses were donated by them yet when they started they
brought china from home when they had a speaker. It was 1964
before official blue and white Guild china was purchased.
They also supported other church organisations giving to the BB,
Girls’ Guildry, Junior Choir, Life Boys and the Primary Sunday
School while in the wider world they gave to the Temperance
Association, Baxter House C of S Home for the Elderly, Tabatha
School, Jaffa, the Deaconess Bursary Fund and the Ladies
Highland Association amongst others.
They also held work parties where they made goods for those less
fortunate and over the years donated hundreds of blankets,
mittens, capes, bed socks and other items to Foresthall, Eastpark
Home, Stobhill Hospital and the Lodging House Mission. From
1971 members have helped out at the Lodging House Mission soup
kitchen. They also cared about the outside world and collected for
Foreign Missions. Margaret Gray was the correspondent with our
Missionary Partners, Alice Jones then later Helen Scott in Zambia
and their work was always a concern.
Whenever catering was called for the members baked and served.
They have provided tea and coffee after every Annual
Congregational Meeting and catered on the occasion of the
opening, in 1987, of the New Hall. When for several years in the
1970s there was no church officer they provided work parties to
carry out the cleaning of the church and halls.
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Mr Williamson with
Back Row: Margaret Gray, Mrs MacLean, Jessie
McAllister, Mrs McIntyre, Jean Wright, Mrs Owen,
Mrs Davies
Centre Row: Bella Cowan, Mona Burnett, Jenny Burnett,
Mary Penman, Ann Penman
Front Row; Mary Maclean, Marion Penman, Moira Gray
Indian Road was presented in 1953
but it was 1965 before Kenmure
Drama Group was formed from
members of the Guild and a nativity
play was performed in December.
They ventured out with another
offering in the Memorial Hall,
Balmuildy Road, in March 1966.
This was followed by a presentation
depicting ‘People from Other
Countries’ for Foreign Mission
Night in Kenmure Hall when the
members of Springfield Woman’s
Guild attended.
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Still going strong on Friday, 5th December 1969, again in the
Memorial Hall, they performed a three act play, ‘Find the Girl’
produced by Harry Trott. As can be seen from the programme
there were many well known actresses in the cast.
In 1982 a Guild Choir was started by Gladys King on Wednesdays
at 2.30pm.
The Silver Jubilee
dinner was held in
Brackenbrae House
1976 when founder
member Elizabeth
McDowall cut the
cake assisted by two
other founders,
Margaret Gray and
Mrs McFarlane.
In appreciation of
the help from the
Guild in setting up their group the Young Wives Group donated the
cake and also a bell to bring the meeting to order. Audrey Heriot, a
former president, presented them with a hymn book.
When Kenmure celebrated the Centenary of
the Founding of the Congregation several
members of the Woman’s Guild became
models at a Fashion Through the Ages
presentation arranged by Grace Kinniburgh.
It was held in Kenmure Hall on Monday 22nd
October.

Betty Ferguson
Betty Bowles and Liz
Patterson
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On many occasions across the years they hosted the Women’s
World Day of Prayer at Kenmure Church and were honoured to do
so in 1987 the Centenary year of the Church of Scotland Woman’s
Guild. In April a Centenary Dinner was held with 65 members past
and present attending. Mr Jones proposed the toast and Mrs
McDowell helped by President, Nonagh Bell cut the cake.
Rena James, Vice-President, presented Mr and Mrs Jones with a
table lamp for their new home.
1991 saw them celebrate their
Ruby Year with a dinner. In
1997 it was decided that the
organisation should have a
new look and the name was
changed, after much
discussion and debate to The
Church of Scotland Guild.
The new constitution meant
that they no longer sent
delegates to the boards of World Mission, National Mission or
Social Responsibility.
Men were now encouraged to attend meetings. 2004 was their
Golden Jubilee in the year when Ruth Laing was President. A
dinner was held and an exhibition of past occasions was mounted
bringing back many memories to members.

50th
Birthday –
Guild
Committee:
2001

Evelyn Glasgow, Sheila Allison, Giselle McGarvey,
Margaret Thomson, Maureen Brownlie, Helen Cranston,
Marion Inglis, Martha Boyd, Doreen Jobson, Ruth Laing,
Rena James.
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Aim of The Guild
The Church of Scotland Guild is a Movement which unites
and encourages members to commit their lives to the
Lord Jesus Christ and enable them to express their faith,
in Worship, Prayer and Action.
The Kenmure Guild goes from strength to strength, still helping
good causes, giving spiritual support as well as practical to
members and enjoying a varied programme of speakers,
discussions and entertainments throughout each session.
The Young Wives and Mothers Group
This was formed in 1969 and received a great deal of help and
support from the Woman’s Guild. They met every 2nd Tuesday in
the Viewfield Hall at 7.45pm. The syllabus shows a wide scope of
interest with speakers ranging from The Society for the Protection
For the Unborn Child, photography, hypnotism, the Open Prison
Governor as well as a display by Sandra, a then fashionable shoe
shop in Churchill Way. They also sang carols at Stobhill Hospital.
A happy group at
Kenmure Young
Wives’ coffee morning
at Schoolfield Lane.
Councillor William
McIntyre joins his
daughter, Jean and
others, including Jessie
Carlisle with Catriona
Campbell on her knee.
1975
They continued to keep up-to-date with talks in the ’70s on
decimalisation, the Common Market and Fashion on a Budget.
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After the Billy Graham Mission in June 1991 five ladies who
wanted to make a commitment to Christ, enquired further about
becoming a Christian or rededicating their lives to God decided to
set up a Discovery Group to support one another and to learn
together. The evening consisted of prayer, Bible study and
discussion. Two new members joined Kenmure as a result. The
group grew to 12 members and they met fortnightly.
A Mothers and Toddlers Group began in 1988 at the
instigation of Shirley Crawford, the then minister’s wife. It met on
a Wednesday morning from 10 – 11.30 am in the foyer of the New
Hall. It allowed mothers with children under school age to meet
with others and exchange ideas while the children played together.
Through a Beeline Clothes sale they raised £100 for the Ronald
McDonald House attached to Yorkhill Hospital which provided
facilities for families whose children are having treatment. In 1996
there were 26 mums and 30 children. The tragedy of the Dunblane
shooting, in April 1996, saw them hold a special prayer meeting
and a collection was taken for the appeal.
In 2000 it became Kenmure Toddlers’ Group and childminders or
grandparents were made welcome. Over the years they have raised
money for meningitis research, the British Heart Foundation
amongst other charities and have contributed £150 to the Church
Crèche.
This is one of two other services run mainly by the women of the
church. So that parents can attend church together a crèche was set
up during the morning service in 1964 with teams of volunteers
who entertain their young charges in the Session House. This
means that if there is a problem a parent can easily be contacted.
Toys have been donated over the years and from time to time a
plea goes out for replacements.
In 1989, while Stewart Crawford was minister, the idea that tea
and coffee should be made available after the morning service so
that people could meet other members in an informal setting was
mooted. Seven teams of volunteers were recruited on a rota basis.
This popular service, under the stewardship of Moira Calderwood,
has to date raised more than £3,500 for church funds from the
donations given by members, many of whom also donate biscuits.
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Banners
Shirley Crawford, in
1989, set up a group to
make banners for
display in the church
and hall at appropriate
times of the Christian
Year. They consist of a
length of fabric with felt
words and pictures and
were designed by Ian
Thomson.

They also include embroidery and depict the Word of God. In 1990
they were displayed at Raising Standards in Renfield Church
Centre, Bath St, Glasgow. Two were exhibited in St Mathew’s
Church of Scotland, Perth in 1992. New banners are being created
for the Centenary.
Several ladies in 1980 volunteered for service at the Marie-Curie
Centre, Huntershill, They served teas in the wards, washed up,
arranged and watered flowers, helped with hairdressing and
manicures. Some acted as drivers. In 1991, Vi Crichton thanked
supporters in Kenmure for raising £500 for the Hospice. Teams
are still active today.
Maggie Johnston and Sandra McSporran formed a Women’s
Fellowship which was held on Monday mornings from 10 –
11.30am. They studied the Bible, prayed, invited speakers and
watched videos about family life. A crèche for pre-school children
was offered.
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A team of fifteen ladies under the convenorship of Shirley
Crawford, in 1989 set up a church cleaning rota. Margaret Simpson
carried on the good work until 2000 when an outside firm was
contracted to do it.
Flowers have always played a part in decorating the church and
afterwards are sent to the elderly, the sick and the bereaved. In
1926 members were asked to donate flowers from their gardens.
Mrs Farquharson was convenor in 1970 then for a short time Mrs
H. Bell. A flower calendar was set up and members could volunteer
to provide the money for flowers on a specific Sunday. In 1971,
when Rita Thomson was flower convenor the Flower Box was
introduced. It sat in the vestibule and members could give
donations any Sunday. The money was used to buy flowers when
there was no name against any date. Rita was convenor from 1970
– 1981. Mrs O’Connor gave the Christmas flowers every year.
Sheila Gibson took over the post for the next twelve years, followed
by Ailie Kidd until 2000 when the present holder of the post,
Margaret Simpson was recruited. Stella Stevenson also helped out
over the years as did many others who occasionally arranged and
distributed the flowers after the service on a Sunday.
Used Stamps
Since 1981 Kenmure members have contributed to the World
Mission Stamp Centre. Used stamps are gathered, sorted and sold
to collectors. The skilled work of preparing and selling is done by
volunteers who cut stamps from envelopes and parcels leaving at
least half an inch all round. Damaged stamps have no value but old
stamp albums are welcome. Stamps can be handed in at the church
door any Sunday. The collector attends a meet at the Renfield
Centre, Bath St. twice a year. From 1995 – 2004 almost £30,000
has been raised.
Margaret Gray 1981–1994

Nonagh Bell 1994–2004
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Anne Strong 2004–
Many women have played their part in the groups and
organisations at Kenmure including the Sunday School/Junior
Church and uniformed ones and have always been willing helpers
in very many ways. When Jean Wright was appointed Clerk to the
Board of Management in 1953 she was the first woman to occupy
such an important position. Helen Kilpatrick followed in 1960.
Other members have spread their wings and served as missionaries
abroad.
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6

Sabbath School, Sunday School and Junior
Church

Sabbath Morning Meeting
An important form of Home Mission work was the Sabbath Morning
meeting in the hall. In the early 1900s, the Kirk Session requested the
Glasgow Foundry Boys’ Religious Society to lend a hand in this work,
and while the Session still retained control of the workers, that
organisation provided speakers and gave general help with the
programme. They were led by a church member, Neil McEachran who
was also a director of the Foundry Boys. The age group catered for was
10 to 15. During the economic depression of the 1920s, 60 -70 free
breakfasts were served every Sunday, paid for by donations from church
members. At the Annual Soiree, in January, 1927, held in Kenmure Hall
Mr Williamson welcomed mothers and children and Mrs Williamson
presented prizes for regular attendance. Mr Thomson and James
Robertson, Superintendent, gave talks before the junketing began.
New Year’s Treat to the children
In 1925 there were 200 children catered for. The members were
helped by the Cawder Chapter of the Eastern Star who met in
Kenmure Hall. Kenmure Hall was gaily decorated. In 1927 it was
reported that…
Owing to the recent wave of unemployment the New Year’s Treat
was given to the poorer children of Bishopbriggs in Kenmure
Hall, Schooolfield Lane on New Year’s Day morning. The
attendance of children broke all the previous records and
approximately 350 children packed the hall. James Robertson,
Superintendent of the Sabbath Morning Meeting, Rev. Allan
Williamson and Andrew Rankin spoke. Tea, a poke o’ cakes and a
hearty meal was served. It says much for the liberality of the
congregation that this treat is provided annually from voluntary
donations by members and organisations
Kirkintilloch Herald 5th January 1927.
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Sabbath School
In addition a Sabbath School was held in the afternoon. In February
1900 the Glasgow Evangelistic Campaign under the auspices of the
Glasgow Sabbath School Union held meetings in Kenmure Church every
night for a week at which lime-light lantern lectures were shown. In
July 1900, 200 children were taken by farmer’s carts to Bogton Farm,
Torrance, where there was sports and refreshments. They returned to
the village at 9pm. The superintendent up to 1919 was Matthew
MacKay.
In 1926 in aid of church funds, A. Allan Beveridge, precentor to the
United Free General Assembly, accompanied by Miss Crerar presented,
in November, a song lecture, The Songs and Song Writers of Scotland.
The Annual Soiree in December 1926 was addressed by Donald Fraser,
a member of Kenmure and President of the Northern District
Sabbath School Union. Santa called and the prize for the most
money collected for the Glasgow Hospital Sunday Fund, was won
by Ellen Fraser.
This was a fund which began in 1873 was supported by charity and
fundraising. It was needed to help to pay the running costs of all
hospitals, including staff wages.
Street and house-to-house
collections were held annually on
Hospital Sunday and Hospital
Saturday. Hospital Saturday often
saw students and other collectors
in fancy dress rattling their cans to
encourage giving by members of
the public. A hospital line, which a
Sabbath Teachers’ outing
patient must have before treatment
1930s
could begin, was paid for by
donations from firms, Friendly
Societies and individuals as all health care had to be paid for up until
1944. Kenmure children had an enviable record in collecting for this
fund.
In 1940 they raised £17.00. Over 50 children took part. The cost of a
hospital line, necessary for admittance, was £1.1/-[ £1.05p] In 1944 a
letter was received from the head of the Glasgow Hospital Sunday Fund
in appreciation of the amount contributed annually by Kenmure
children.
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In 1950 the Sunday School raised funds to pay for two cots in
Tumutumu Hospital, Kenya Colony, besides sending £10 each year to
the Hospital Sunday Fund. For Foreign Missions they also collected
farthings - a farthing being a quarter of an old penny, 12 of which = 1/[5p]. A Cake and Candy Sale was held in 1923.
The Northern District Sabbath School Union, to which 18 churches
were affiliated, held competitions for Sabbath School singing in
Cowlairs Church, Springburn. In 1920 Kenmure were the first to
win a silver trophy and a certificate and they retained it on many
occasions over the years.
Typical of the hymns sung in the Beginner Department when the
offering was taken were;
See this little penny it was brought by me
For the little children far across the sea
Hurry penny quickly though you are so small
Help to tell God’s children Jesus loves them all
and
Hear the pennies dropping
Listen as they fall
Every one for Jesus, he shall have them all
Dropping, dropping, dropping, dropping
Hear the pennies fall
Every one for Jesus. He shall have them all
On their birthday a pupil took round the velvet offering bag while the
children sang
Comes a birthday once again
Happy day oh happy day.
Through the sunshine and the rain
God has brought us on our way
The magazine, Joyful News reports in the first issue that the Sabbath
School teachers wanted to have more children attend and a canvas was
to be made during the winter. A Sabbath School Anniversary Service
was being held in October, 1926, when the children would gather in the
church at the morning service ‘and be addressed by one eminent in
children’s work’. A soiree was arranged for Christmas Eve.
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In the 1930s a children’s flower service was held annually on the last
Sunday in July with the flowers and fruit being sent to Eastpark Home
for Infirm Children, Maryhill.

Sunday School Outing 1945
Sunday School
It was in the 1940 Financial Report that the
name was changed to Sunday School. In 1951
the first Christmas parties were held at which all
children received a gift from Santa donated by
members of the congregation. Prizes were given
for good attendance and to six children who
collected more than £1 for Foreign Missions.
In 1962, when Thomas Aikman was Superintendent, the time of
meeting was moved from 3pm to 12.30 and it was decided that a fairer
method of prize-winning should take place. Rather than prizes for
attendance they should be for work undertaken in memorising 3
passages from Scripture and a Bible examination. There were 9 teachers
in the Junior Sunday School and over 30 children.
The Primary Department for 3-8 years, led by Nan Tweedie, planned
with Mr Heriot that they would attend special services for harvest and
at 2.30pm on Christmas Sunday. The Beginner and Primary
Departments carried torches and went around the Parish singing
Christmas carols.
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There was a crisis in 1966 when George Reid left to take up a post with
the Boys’ Brigade in London it left only 4 teachers in the Junior
Department. In 1968 a Puppet Show raised £16 and Build-a-Brick cards
£23 towards the New Hall.
In the magazine for February 1970 we read that the Beginner
Departments new hymn, sung to the tune of ‘Jesus loves me’ is
Jesus loves the Indian boy
with his bow and arrow toy.
Jesus loves the Cowboy too
with his gun and rope lasso.
Not perhaps acceptable in the politically correct climate of the modern
day.

Christmas Party

Outing 1971

There was another appeal made for teachers in 1971. In 1973 John
Stevenson became Superintendent. There were 4 teachers in the
Beginner Department for 34 children and complaints were made by
members of the congregation about noise filtering through from the
Williamson Hall. Numbers were dropping in the Primary section owing
to lack of staff. Mission Pennies were collected for Alice Jones, daughter
of the minister, a missionary at the Henry Henderson Institute, Sunday
School, Malawi.
To celebrate the Centenary of the church the pupils of Wester Cleddens
School presented a Flannelgraph to the Sunday School. This was used to
tell Bible stories using shadow puppets.
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Kenmure were still retaining
the Singing Shield and Bible
Quiz at the Northern Union
events. They held it for many
years up to the 1980s. At
harvest Thanksgiving in 1982
£90 was raised for Alice
Jones, Malawi, to provide
equipment for the Home
Economics Department of the
H.H. Institute. They won the
Willie Cumming Memorial
Trophy for painting, singing
and Bible Quiz in 1983.
Jessie Carlisle, Beginner’s leader,
at the piano, 1988
In 1983 the Sunday School held a sponsored jog and also collected
aluminium cans for church funds and in 1986, when Retta Lindsay was
Superintendent, Spring Into Action raised £390 for the New Hall fund.
Helen Scott, the new Mission Partner, Zambia needed new hymn books
and the Sunday School raised £50 in 1988. In the same year on 13th
March they hosted The Children’s World Day of Prayer in the New Hall
at 11.15am.
Junior Church
A decision was taken by Mr Crawford and the teachers that the Sunday
School was in need of modernisation so in 1990 the name was changed
to Junior Church and instead of the children attending the morning
service before going to their own departments they would only visit for
special occasions throughout the year. This would give more time to
learn about God through song, story, drama and activities. Alison
Wright was in charge. The Children’s World Day of Prayer was again
hosted and Margaret Gray gave readings, David McSporran and
Jonathan Willis provided the music.
In 1991, when Iain Laing became minister the decision was reversed and
the children once more attended part of the morning service to hear
their special address. He involves the children, who vie to take part in a
wide variety of tasks posed for them, while illuminating aspects of the
Gospel.
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In 1994, Anne Strong was leader and contact was established with Tear
Fund’s Childcare Scheme. A 12 year old boy Mbuvi Masiba from Kenya
has been ‘adopted’…. £100 was sent to Helen Scott and £50 to Alison
Wright at Bible College. There were 50 children attending the Sunday
School and an informal Games Evening was held to let them get to know
one another. To mark the Millennium
bulbs were planted in the grounds of the
church on Harvest Sunday 1999. In 2000,
new learning material was introduced –
SALT – Sharing and Learning Together.
Anne Strong resigned in 2003 to devote
time to the Tear Fund and other interests
but it goes from strength to strength in the
capable hands of a team led by David Munro with Isobel Saunders,
Sandra Chetty and Andrew Strong.
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Summer Sunday School
The first Summer Sunday School was held in 1980 and called Children’s
Church. It was for 5–10 year olds. In 1994 Ruth Laing and volunteers
ran one which has been successfully going since then. A wide variety of
people volunteer to take part. In 1998 the Bible Class helped with
registration and the children were split into 3 groups of 16. They were
journalists working for the Good News Club and acted as News Hounds,
Press Gangs and Roving Reporters. In 1999 they were led by David
Muir. This year the theme of Summer Sunday School is an appropriate,
‘Going back in time’ with scenes from Mark’s gospel, acted out by
members of Inspired drama group.
Superintendents
19-Neil McEachran
1919
Matthew MacKay
1920s John McMinn
1927
James Robertson
1940
Henry K.K. Gray
1962
Thomas S. Aikman
1979
John E. Stevenson
1980s Retta Lindsay
Junior Church
1990
Alison Wright
1994
Anne Strong
2003
David Munro and team
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7

Youth

From its earliest days the congregation at Kenmure encouraged
young people to take part in meetings. The word teenager was not
used in the 19th century, it came into vogue in the 1950s. Young
people would include those in their early twenties.
There was a Young People’s Saturday Night Meeting and a
Young Peoples' Monday Night Meeting with speakers and
discussion to strengthen their faith, prayer, testimony and the
study of God’s Word set up in the 1920s. These groups were held in
Kenmure Hall and were led by Andrew Rankin, who was then in
his thirties and many years later in 1935 he was ordained as a
minister.
The first Young Worshipper’s League was established in 1931.
All children attending church could register and they received a
card which was stamped at the church door when they attended a
service. It covered the entire year and prizes were awarded for
good attendance. It was revived in 1978 when Ailie Kidd and Aileen
Beveridge organized it. In 1982-83 Shelagh McCall completed 7
years perfect attendance.
A Girls’ Club is mentioned once, in the 1943 Financial Report,
which seems to have been a gathering to produce craftwork. This
they sold and donated the money to church funds.
Youth Fellowship
The first mention of a
Youth Fellowship with the
aim to guide young people
into a mature Christian life
was in 1947 but there is no
further mention until 1951
when they met on a
Sunday evening at 7.30pm.
The minimum age was 15.
Y F Outing 1951
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In the mid-50s the Youth Fellowship was led by the Church Officer
of the time, Mr John Owen. Mr Owen was a godly and dedicated
man with much experience of mission work in Glasgow amongst
people of all ages and backgrounds. Under his leadership the YF
had a clear Gospel emphasis and several young people came to a
personal faith in Jesus at this time. Among these were Rev Jack
Owen, one of Mr Owen's sons and Rev Sandy MacDonald, a recent
moderator of the Church of Scotland; both of whom will participate
in our special Centenary Service. Others are still serving the Lord
in a variety of positions both in Kenmure and in other parts of the
country.
The 1960s folk nights which were held in the loft of Kenmure Hall
when guitars were strummed by local talent. In 1962 they met on
Sunday - 7.30 - 9.30 in the Williamson Hall, the Chairman being
George Reid, the present Session Clerk, and the Secretary, Nan
Macfarlane. The programme consisted of talks from ministers from
most of the principal denominations, missionaries including Eric
Owen, Lagos, a Kenmure member who went out to Africa in 1959,
films and discussions. Mr and Mrs Heriot regularly attended. On
Wednesdays a games evening was held in Viewfield Hall. In
December they took children from Quarrier’s Homes to the Circus
and Pantomine and went out carol singing on Christmas Eve
around the parish. They held a Young People’s Social for 18 – 35
age group charging 2/6 [12p] on Thursday, 27th December.
The President in 1963/64 was Alex B. McIntyre. They ventured to
Carberry Towers, the Church of Scotland Centre in Musselburgh to
a training conference where they enjoyed ‘meetings social as well
as spiritual’. A Parable of the Talents Challenge was set up to raise
funds for Carberry Towers. Every member was given a £1 note and
asked to treble it. Also on 2nd March 1963 the Girls ran a coffee
morning in the Bishop’s House, which stood on the Low Road and
was demolished in the late 60s, and the boys offered a car washing
service in the car park. In the evening Mr and Mrs Heriot ran a
social at the manse.
The programme in 1965 included a talk from a Probation Officer
and a Woman Police Sergeant and visits included Glasgow
Cathedral and the YMCA. A dance in conjunction with BB was held
at Christmas in aid of the New Hall Fund.
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In 1966 the President was Rosemary Kinniburgh and they were
still raising money for the new hall with a Fashion Show in
November which raised £18. On Sunday 27th November 1966 they
conducted a Songs of Praise in the church ‘competently and with
due decorum’ and on 16th Dec. a dance was held in the Memorial
Hall. It was reported that the numbers attending had increased.
Outreach was the aim in 1973 when they held a monthly service at
Woodilee Hospital and visited patients at Stobhill Hospital. They
also met with elderly members of Kenmure and visited the sick.
They took part in a student’s panel at a Woman’s Guild meeting
and joined in youth rallies with other YFs. Some members spent
their summer holiday working with the Churches Seaside Mission
when they teamed up with the YF at St Rollox Church. However
the YF folded for some years at the end of the 70s.
Revival came in 1980 when Bob Wilson led the group. Outreach
was re-established when they visited St Mary’s School,
Bishopbriggs giving testimonies and talks to inmates including
those in the ‘closed’ wing, two of whom asked to have Bibles.
Surprisingly perhaps there were more boys than girls attending.
They designed a banner as their entry for the Luis Palau Crusade
competition - Jesus is the key to your life. They displayed their
Map of the World project, about the locations of the missionary
partners of churches in the Glasgow Presbytery, giving details of
their work including photographs, at a Presbytery meeting.
In 1981 a YF Prayer Group met on Wednesday evenings led by
Martin McAfferty and in August a YF Service in the church was
attended by several groups. This was repeated in December when
Putting Christ back in Christmas was the title of a Youth
Fellowship Service held at Kenmure jointly with other YF’s.
An unfortunate incident occurred during a summer BBQ when two
boys who were carrying tables back to the hall were assaulted by a
group from Milton. Sadly some of them had joined in eating the
food and listening to the singing.
In 1981 a tape of each Sunday Service was produced by the Youth
Fellowship and distributed to those who were housebound or who
lived outwith the Parish. Gareth Rees organized the recording and
edited and Duncan Stevenson was responsible for distribution and
lending.
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In 1982 a YF Gospel Rock Concert took place in Kenmure Hall on
20th November with an attendance of 150 young people. They also
hosted the Christian Aid lunch held after morning service each
year.
1983 saw them organize a summer mission, the Swing Park
Evangelists from 26th – 28th August.
Many of you will already know that we held a Mission in the
Bishopbriggs Swing Park in August but not many will know more
about it than the fact that a large tent appeared there for one
weekend. This article, then, will hopefully tell you a little more,
about the aims and events of the Mission. We set out with the chief
aim of interesting children of the age range 6 – 14 in Sunday
School and in learning about God. We planned that the Mission
would take place on the evening of Friday 26th August, the
afternoon and evening of Saturday the 27th and the afternoon of
Sunday 28th, but a week before the 26th we were still in a state of
complete disorder. By the 26th, however, we had hired a 20' x 20'
tent and had it erected by 5.00 p.m. By 6.00 p.m. a crowd of
onlookers had appeared and by 7.00 p.m. we were ready to start
with a Grand Treasure Hunt after which we returned to the tent
where we sang choruses and finished with a talk by one of our‘missionaries’ Martin McCafferty. By 9.30 p.m. the tent was
packed away and we all went home to our beds, tired but happy.
Next day, the tent was up by 1.00pm and we started promptly at
2.00pm with Superteams featuring a Tug of War, Memory Test
and Beat the Goalie. We closed the afternoon meeting by singing
choruses, handing out drinks and sweets and listening to another
talk by Martin. The following afternoon we put up the tent for the
last time and started the final meeting with a homemade
‘Generation Game’ during which some older children tried
unsuccessfully to take down the tent: Then we had sketches and a
prize giving at which all the winners of the various competitions
were presented with prizes by our surprise guest - Martyn Jones.
Then Martin McCafferty gave a final talk and we sang choruses
to close the meeting after which we packed away the tent for the
very last time [sob:]. The children thought the Mission "great fun"
although we probably will never know what spiritual good it has
done. We did find, however, that the Mission brought us closer
together as a fellowship and has shown us what is possible by
placing faith in the Lord. Finally, we hope you will bring along
your children to the NEXT Mission.
Marion MacLeod [MacMillan]
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YOUTH FELLOWSHIP
It happened after one of the Church prayer meetings, when the
minister was on holiday and we had been discussing 1st
Corinthians chapter 2 verse 2 that a few of us decided we should
go and tell some youngsters in the park about Jesus. The dozen or
so who gathered for the Youth Fellowship meeting the following
Sunday may have been apprehensive but, inspired by the
enthusiasm of the few who had made the decision, agreed to go.
And so it was that Kenmure Church Youth Fellowship marched,
Bibles in hand, into the swing park at Churchill Way. The tactics?
- To know nothing except Jesus Christ and Him crucified!
You'd be surprised at the reaction one gets when one walks up to
a complete stranger and asks him if he knows Jesus as his
personal Saviour. The reaction we observed was great interest as
several youngsters spent over an hour discussing with us the
message of Salvation and the great truths of Scripture.
The pattern repeated itself for a few weeks. Each week there were
different people to talk to as well as a few youngsters who came
back to hear more. Sometimes the Y. F. members did not have
things all their own way. They were asked difficult questions, they
met challenges from other faiths and, very occasionally, [and I
mean VERY occasionally] people just did not want to know. Week
by week we noticed that the number of youngsters in the park
was increasing but it still came as a surprise to us when we were
met by over 50 youngsters who had come together to listen to
what was being said or to enjoy the entertainment. Up until that
time we had been faced with one to one situations: this was
different so we acted different. We preached, then we spoke to the
individuals. We handed out tracts and we made friends. We had
another two weeks of talking and preaching - not in church pulpit
sense because we were taunted, shouted at, even laughed at by
some of the young folk - but still some people listened. Although
we will never know the full effect of our swing park evangelism
we have seen some positive encouragements.
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Four girls who had listened and questioned have started to attend
the evening service and have come along to join the Youth
Fellowship. One of them has given her heart to the Lord Jesus that
news makes all the time spent in prayer and talking worth while.
The benefits to the Youth Fellowship have been a greater sense of
togetherness, an opportunity to tell others about the Gospel and
the challenge of having to think about the difficult questions and
different situations with which the members were faced.

Bob Wilson

Strathclyde District Outreach and Renewal programme saw the YF
sharing faith with many other units and training as witnesses in
1984 and a visit to Doulos, the missionary ship tied up at King
George Vth Dock was of great interest.
Jack Campbell and Wilma Cox, who were willing to oversee the
formation of a new YF by holding training meetings, sent
invitations to 50 pupils of local secondary schools with connections
to Kenmure in 1998.
The 1900 Club
A club was opened in 1982 for those between 12 -14 years on a
Sunday at 7pm in Viewfield Hall by Alec and Lynne Carstairs. The
aim was to learn about an individual’s faith in Jesus Christ and it
hoped to have discussions on Christian approaches to world
affairs. It held a sponsored badminton marathon in 1983. It
soldiered on until 1987.
Youth Groups
Another attempt to provide for teenagers was made in 1989 when
Jim and Sandra Borland with Jonathan Willis and Christine James
tried to ‘promote the Gospel as exciting and relevant’. They met on
the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month in the foyer of the New Hall.
Again, after a good beginning it faltered until 1993 when Evelyn
Johnston held two informal meetings in September and around 15
members joined. Rena James donated a TV and radio; there was a
tuck shop, music and discussion on Sundays from 7.45 - 9.30pm.
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Ruth Laing, George Reid and Gordon Strong participated. The next
group was set up in 1998 by David Muir and was called Network.
Youth Worker
A decision was taken in December 2000 to employ a part-time
student as a youth worker.
Cara Smith held the post for 3 years and her enthusiasm and
dedication attracted many young people to a variety of initiatives
with modern names such as Whyred [wired] which was a youth
discipleship programme and included arts and crafts on Sunday
evenings after the service. Peacemakers was on a Wednesday for
P7 - S1. Welcome, worship, word and witness were explored
through games, stories and jokes. Scripture Union material,
Pitstop, was used. This dealt with bullying, anger, friends and
prejudice. Enigma also on a Wednesday was for girls S3>. Big
Cheese Productions offered social events at Café Chenia;
ceilidhs, visit to the cinema, Lazer Quest, bouncy castle and a BBQ
at the Watson’s abode at Huntershill. Cara married Mark in 2004
and is now a full-time Youth Worker at Cathcart Baptist Church.
She paved the way for Linda Buchan to
join Kenmure and carry on the good
work.

Linda Buchan
Linda has the congregation waving their arms, bobbing up and
down and doing the actions to hymns along with the young people.
She has brought her own ideas and has been well received by the
teenagers.
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A decision was taken at the April 2006 Kirk Session Meeting that
with sufficient financial aid from the congregation a full-time
youth worker would be employed in the future.
Linda has been appointed to the post of full-time Youth Worker
from August 2006.
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In Their Own Words December 2005
Inspired
On a Thursday night most of the young people at Kenmure go to
Inspired. It is not just an opportunity to meet with friends but it is
also a good opportunity to meet with God. We like to show what
we do at Inspired by doing dance and drama on a Sunday
morning for the congregation.
At inspired we like to listen to
modern Christian music while we
pray in pairs. This is good for
people who may find it difficult to
take time to talk to God. We have
all learnt different dances which
we enjoy and are always up a new
one. We do these dances as
another way to worship God. At
inspired we like to do drama
sketches. Most of these sketches
show how Christians can live for God; this is good as we can all
learn from the sketches. We got the name ‘inspired’ because we
are all inspired by God when we are doing the dances and acting
out the sketches.
Being part of
Inspired has really
got me thinking of
different ways of
worshipping God.
Before going to
Inspired I really
didn’t know that
dance and drama
could be a way of
worshipping God.
Inspired enlightened us to the real meaning of Christmas by
performing a sketch on 15th December 2005 in the church.
Pamela Buchanan
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Anathallo
On a Sunday at 7.30,
just after evening
service, I go along to
a new group called
Anathallo. For all
those who don’t
know, Anathallo,
means ‘to flourish
and grow’.
As the name
suggests, the group is
for teenagers who
want to grow in their
faith and know more
about Jesus.
Each night, a different subject is
introduced. While we listen to this
introduction, crisps and snacks are
available to eat and beanbags are
available to sit on. Afterwards we split
into different groups and talk about the
subject that night.
In the four weeks the group has been
running, the kinds of things we’ve talked
about so far are:
•
•
•
•

Anathallo – an introduction
Christianity - Boring, Irrelevant and Untrue?
Who is Jesus?
Why did Jesus die?

All that is needed for this group is a 50p collection for the crisps
and snacks, a Bible if you’ve got one and an open mind. Leaders
are Linda, Heather and Andy.
Pamela Campbell
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Catalyst
Every month or so, some of the young people at Kenmure church
go to Catalyst. It’s held on a Sunday evening at different churches
across Glasgow and it attracts young folk from all over the city,
all with one thing in common – praising God. For the first while,
we sing Christian music until around half way through when we
stop and listen to a talk. The talks are always very interesting and
the speaker always manages to capture everyone’s attention and
keep it for the entire talk and in a roomful of young folk, it’s no
mean feat. After that it’s back to the singing. It’s great because it
doesn’t matter if you are the best or the worst singer in the room,
you give it everything you’ve got anyway because you know you
are doing it for God. Catalyst is a great place to worship and all
the young folk who go love it.
Pamela Campbell
Youth Band
The music sensation that’s sweeping the congregation
The Youth Band
consists of one
piano, trumpet,
saxophones,
guitar, a drum
kit and ten
‘young people’.
Linda herself
thinks that at
twenty-one she
doesn’t qualify as
young. She’s
wrong.
We meet every Monday night in the church and practice various
songs. I thoroughly enjoy myself and feel that as a group we all
enjoy praising God and the music we make. We have just entered
our third year as a band together, which I find extremely hard to
believe, and have only now decided on a name.
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A long time ago
we all
recognized it as
not of top
priority.
Instead, at our
beginning, we
decided our
aim was to
worship God in
a way
comfortable to
us, whilst
having fun –
perhaps
introducing some new worship music to the congregation along
the way. As far as I am concerned, this is still the aim of the band,
an aim I think we achieve every Monday night – although I did
keep pushing for a name.
We are called WTL. Originally standing for Way, Truth, Life – it
still does for me – it obviously refers to Jesus. He is our way, our
truth and our life. For some members of the band, the name
stands for Worship the Lord – our aim, again.
We don’t only achieve our aim on Monday nights. We have played
at some Sunday morning services and are hoping to lead the
worship more frequently at evening services. However, you
needn’t wait ’til then! We encourage any and all to come and
worship God with us on a Monday night. From 7.30 ’til 9 o’clock
you will find us in the church. Always feel free to come Worship
the Lord with us.
Lauren McCormack
Youth Assembly
In September, for the second time, Linda and myself went to the
Church of Scotland’s Youth Assembly, sort of like the General
Assembly but for youth. During the weekend we attended
seminars for teaching, different worship session, social events
and most importantly the debates. I feel that I got a lot more out
of this year’s experiences, I knew what to expect.
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This year there was more involvement by the Scottish Bible
Society and I went to their seminars which I really enjoyed as I
learned all about Habakkuk, Micah and Zephaniah. Doug
Campbell from the SBS also gave an interesting talk at the
morning worship each day and this along with the praise set us
up each day focused on God. My highlight of the weekend was late
night worship, which I went to twice, and it was just a small
group of us with an acoustic guitar praising God together to
finish off our day and was very helpful. The debates were on each
of the 4 new councils in the C of S: Mission and Discipleship,
Crossreach, Ministries, Church and Society and a report of our
views will be presented to the General Assembly in May.
All in all I had a very good weekend and learned a lot about the
Church of Scotland today and about God’s word.

Heather Strong
Summer Missions
Cumnock
On the 6th
August three
young people
from the
church
travelled
down to
Cumnock to
begin their
first ever
mission and
what would
become a huge
life-changing
experience.
There they met with other Christians from all over the country, all
with different gifts and talents, who they would spend the next
eight days living with, working with and getting to know. But, the
real reason they were there was to shine like stars for God.
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During the week the mission team ran a youth café for the young
people in the area. The team also encouraged the young people to
attend Bible Study in the mornings and Worship in the evenings.
Throughout the week many young people walked through the
doors of the church and into a place where God’s presence could
not only be felt but seen through the mission team and the work
that they were doing there. Each person, who came along to the
youth café was special and unique and the team prayed for every
one of them, so that they may feel God’s presence and grow in
their faith.
Prayer was a big part of the week, because without God, and
without spending time with him, the mission wouldn’t have
happened. Throughout the week God was always faithful and
gave the team the strength and confidence they needed to make it
through the week, and God made it possible for the team to let
him shine through them and show everyone how awesome God
really is.
Catriona Johnston

Cumbria and Kilkeel, Northern Ireland
Scripture Union [SU] is an organization committed to the spread
of the Gospel among children in over 100 nations worldwide.
Specifically in Scotland, SU has just completed its programme of
Summer camps and missions. Every year fifty camps and twenty
missions go ahead. Involving 8,000+ young people in Scotland.
Despite these impressive figures, SU estimates that 80% of
children [around 750,000] remain unreached by the Gospel.
I myself travelled down to be a group leader at a residential camp
in Braithwaite, Cumbria. I was assigned a group of six children
from the Borders to look after. I led them at group times where
we look at a Bible passage and discuss how it is relevant to them.
I also led activities such as archery, mountain-biking and the
ropes course, in both rain and sunshine. I later flew across to
Northern Ireland to be a leader at a two week SU mission near
the town of Kilkeel. I was leading the Tiddlers, the youngest age
group [4-7] and told stories, taught memory verses and played
games. Some days over a hundred Tiddlers turned up and it could
be a struggle to stay in control.
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However, in the midst of near chaos it was encouraging that even
at this young age, some of them had an understanding of God’s
love for them and what they had to do about it.
At many camps and missions, both run by the SU and other
organizations, children came to accept Christ into their lives. We
all too often hear of tragic incidents where children’s lives are cut
short. This makes our work with children all the more important,
in Summer, but also every Sunday at Junior Church and at home.
I ask for your prayers that SU’s work will be expanded in order to
reach this 80% of children. Also, that work with children and
teenagers in our own Church will be successful with enough
leaders and attendees. Finally pray for Christian parents who
may find it difficult to instil their faith to their offspring. I am
hugely grateful to my own parents for doing that, although it is
with God’s help.

Andrew Strong
Bible Classes
Mr Heriot and Mr H Bell held a Bible class for 12 – 17 year olds
which began in October 1963 in the vestry at 12.45pm. In 1964 the
ages were divided and a class for 12-14 met at 10.15am. In 1966
there were 17 seniors attending. Mr Jones reports in 1973 that
there were 15 members, one played the piano, one acted as
treasurer and they had donated money to 3 charities. He
expresses the hope that the older members would go on to join the
Youth Fellowship. It seemed to continue into the 1980s but then
there is no further mention. Ruth Laing, Wilma Cox and Sheena
Murphy started a Junior Bible Class in 1994 with 6 girls which
has been most successful and by 2001 there were 25 members,
including several boy, from 14 – 17 regularly attending each
Sunday. They met in the church and left during the service for
their own class.
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In 1996 Gemma Gallacher, Jill Hamilton, and Alison Cowan held
a 24 hour sponsored fast for World Vision and raised over £100.
The Junior Bible Class has grown from very small beginnings to
an encouraging 25 young people today. It started off around 13
years ago with 3 girls when Ruth Laing realised that after the
girls had out grown Junior Church there was need for something
else for them on a Sunday morning, as they were growing into
teenage years; a time of many challenges when God's word and
direction could help equip them for adulthood. The boys at that
time attended the Boy’s Brigade bible class. Ruth approached
Sheena Reid and myself to join her in setting up this new venture,
and after much prayer we both agreed knowing that God would
equip us for the task ahead. So the Bible Class began !!
Ruth sadly had to leave us and Sheena and I continued until the
numbers grew so much that we had to recruit another leader and
we invited Mary Docherty to join us. A number of years later
Sheena had to give up and was replaced by Cara Smith, a student
Youth Worker employed for three years by the Church. Cara had
a great influence on the Class and introduced many new ideas
and satellite groups.
By this time
many boys
had joined us
and we were
glad to
welcome
Alistair Laing
to our team of
leaders, [a
great help
with the boys!]
Cara was
replaced by
Linda, our
present
student Youth
Worker, who
has developed
yet more new ideas and who has encouraged the young people to
develop their faith through music, drama and dance.
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We have recently been
joined by Andrew
Laing and his help is
also much
appreciated.
We would also like to
thank Jacqueline
Murray and Iain
Mcmillian for their
help over the years in
developing the bible
class.
We continue to look to God for guidance and inspiration and trust
that with His help the young people will come to know Him and
that the Bible Class will continue to grow and go from strength to
strength.
Wilma Cox
Andrew Laing
Linda Buchan
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Praise and Prayer

Music
Kenmure is well known as a ‘good singing church’ and this has
been remarked upon by visiting ministers. Despite no longer
having a full time choir who opened with an introit, led the singing
and sang an anthem during the service the congregation has
accepted innovation and learned many ‘new’ hymns as well as
enjoying worshipping with old favourites, psalms and paraphrases.
Up until the 1870s only psalms and paraphrases were heard in
Scottish kirks. When Bishopbriggs United Presbyterian Church
was established in 1879 Mr Dick, the minister, Thomas Keay and
William Hamilton met to discuss matters and decided to adopt a
recent innovation which allowed hymns to be introduced into the
service.
Organs
Most churches did not have a musical instrument and the singing
was led by a precentor who gave the starting note on his tuning
fork. In 1887 a ‘kist o’ whustles’ - as those who disapproved of this
modern innovation called an organ was given a boost when
Alexander Carnegie, the Scot who made good in steel in America,
offered to install pipe organs in Scottish churches free of charge.
Unfortunately Kenmure Hall could not support the infrastructure
needed so the congregation bought an American Organ. This drew
air through reeds not pipes and was worked by bellows. It was selfstanding. Presumably it was taken to the present church when it
opened in 1906. In 1917 a small organ was bought for use in
Kenmure Hall at a cost of £12.
1927 was Jubilee Year and a new organ was bought at a cost of £79.
The choir stalls had to be altered to house the organ and the pulpit
which had been lowered some time before was raised to its original
position. Its dedication had to be postponed because of the illness
of Mr Williamson.
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This organ was having problems owing to its age so in 1947 it was
sold for £45 and a 2-manual Lewis pipe organ [built in 1900] was
bought from Buccleugh Church of Scotland, Glasgow and weighed
four tons. The necessary housing led to great alterations to the
church layout. It was part of the War Memorial and was dedicated
along with the pulpit in 1948.
It served well but was
expensive to maintain.
From 1960 when it had
an overhaul the
experts were warning
that unless certain
physical alterations
were made beneath the
organ it would have
problems of
dehydration. It was a
costly business and
there was never enough money to spare. In 1976 a humidifier, a
stopgap measure, for the preservation of the Lewis would have been
£600 and an overhaul £4000. By 1980 the organ tuner did not
recommend overhaul unless the organ was going to be in use for 20
years and the cost had risen to £7000. In 1996 when the pedal
board was removed to make room for the new electronic organ it
would have cost £25,000 to repair. It is still in situ but cannot be
used.
An Allan electronic organ was first suggested as an alternative in
1976 at a cost of £5000, however, it was twenty years later, despite
many efforts over the years to raise money for the Organ Fund,
when an appeal added to other funds made it possible for a digital
organ to be installed, at a cost of £15,000 and also for an electronic
Clavanova piano to be bought and placed on the right hand side of
the church. David McSporran recorded well-loved hymns on tape
on the old organ and these were available for a donation to church
funds.
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An old harmonium in the Session Room, which had been a gift
many years ago, was adopted as a home by mice in 1976 and had to
be disposed of. The organ in the Williamson Hall was moved
upstairs and replaced with a piano. Over the years there was a
series of pianos in both Kenmure Hall and the Williamson Hall,
many gifted by members.
Senior Choir
The newly formed choir performed for the first time at a social held
on Friday, November 16th 1893 to present robes to Rev. Charles
Dick. The Choirmaster was not always the organist. The organist
was W.B. Gourlay and the choirmaster K. Storer Govan. They sang
several pieces and Miss Johnston was the soloist. They finished
with Psalm 24, ‘ I to the Hills will lift mine eyes’ and the Doxology.
On Tuesday, 21st December 1893 a Service of Song was held by the
choir and friends. There was a large turnout and William Whitelaw,
M.P. was chairman. Solos and duets were welcomed and the choir
rendered ‘The Song of the Bell’ conducted by the choirmaster, K.
Storer Govan. The concert ended with ‘Will Ye No’ Come Back
Again’. The choir received new hymn books in 1905.
A recital was given in the church in 1925 when Mr McMillan
refused to allow the audience to show their appreciation by
clapping. John Clark, choirmaster in 1926 defined the purpose of
the choir as leading the congregation in praise and ‘singing
sermons in song’ - anthems. An introit was sung at the start of the
service. Choir chairs faced inwards on both sides on a platform
beneath the central pulpit. When Mr Williamson introduced an
evening service in 1926 it is reported that the attendance was good
and that the there were soloists and items sung by the choir. On the
occasion of the jubilee in 1927 the organist was John Cameron and
solos were sung by Miss Wilson and Mrs Meiklem. John Clark’s
son, James was organist in 1926 and in June 1928 when he was
married in the church the attendance was so great that folk had to
stand.
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John Ross became organist in autumn
1928 and a very successful concert of
negro Folksongs was performed, first at
Stobhill Hospital and later in Kenmure
Church.
At the unveiling and dedication of the War
Memorial by Sarah Wilson, on 12th March
1948 at 8pm a recital was given on the new
organ by A M Henderson, University of
Glasgow Organist and solos were sung by
Mrs Baptie and J. Bland Bruce.
The cantata ‘Great Light’ was offered in 1948. Some members
joined Bishopbriggs Choral Society to present the Messiah in
Kenmure in December 1948 and Bishopbriggs High School held a
service of praise in Kenmure in the same month. Members also
joined in the singing at the first Christmas Eve Service that was
held in Cadder Church in 1948. The road up to the church was lit,
as it still is, with Tilley lamps.
In the 1960s, Andrew McNair, organist for fourteen years stated
that some of the voices heard in the body of the kirk would sound
better in the choir stalls. At the induction of Charles Heriot in 1962
Drew McNair gave an organ recital for half an hour before the main
proceedings began and the choir entertained. In the same year the
choir gave a concert in the Memorial Hall conducted by Andrew
McNair who with Mr Hamilton played duets on the piano. Solos
were also sung. In 1963 he made an appeal for more sopranos but
found no response.
The choir made an annual visit to entertain the Women’s Guild and
reminded them that any member might request a particular hymn
or piece of music to be played at a church service. In 1964 at a Guild
Burns’ Supper the choir gave a Scottish Evening that was a great
success. In 1963 a joint performance of the Crucifixion took place
on Sunday 28th April and in 1965 the oratorio Olivet to Calvary was
performed with Cadder Church Choir. In March 1968 the choir
gave a recital of light music in Cadder South Hall.
In 1970 Andrew McNair was honoured with a presentation for long
service as organist and choirmaster.
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When Archibald Hogg, [Archie] a dentist by profession, was
appointed organist in December 1974 he came from being organist
at St John’s, Paisley and previously at Dunblane Cathedral. He also
played the violin. Archie Hogg increased the choir membership. He
died in July 1999. The senior choir continued until 1990s when it
was disbanded and nowadays is formed from members who
volunteer to practice and sing on special occasions. Eva Campbell is
at present tutoring a choir to sing at the Centenary Service.
Junior Choir
The first equivalent of a junior choir was in the 1920s when the
Band of Hope performed operettas. In 1931 John Ross successfully
formed a junior choir and produced the operetta Cinderella on a
Friday and Saturday evening in August in Kenmure Hall. It was so
popular that it had to be repeated the following Tuesday. In 1934
the operetta, The Enchanted Emerald, raised £10.18.2d [£10.90].
In 1944 H. Leitch Barclay asked for boys and girls over 11 to join his
junior choir on a Wednesday evening from 7 – 8pm. That year they
performed the operetta The Midshipmite.
In 1967 Mrs Crozier was given £10 towards music for a junior choir
but no further mention is made of it.
In 1979 Stella
Stevenson started
A Junior Choir
which gave several
concerts and
which, luckily, has
been recorded on
tape for posterity.
Their concerts
raised a goodly
sum over the years
which they
contributed to the
Congregational
Fund.
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Junior Choir: 1981
Back Row: Eleanor Allan, Joyce McFarlane,
Elizabeth Ashton,
Middle Row: Sheila McFarlane, David Simpson, Douglas
Allan, Neil Murdoch, Alison McPhee
Front Row: Kenneth Parker, ? ? Fiona Parker, Janette
Steven
Church Organists
1893
W. B. Gourlay
1912
Mr J Owen called to serve in armed forces 1914
1914 - 1916 Mr Andrew in turn enlisted in1916 and Miss Cantley
deputised.
1914 - 1921 Annie Brown 26 Kirkintilloch Rd also played when
required.
1926
James Clark [5 months] John Clark - Choirmaster
1927
John Cameron
1927
John Ross
1940
Janet Sloan
1944
H. Leitch Barclay
1945
Francis Willis
1948
J. Bland Bruce
1951
Thomas Carrick
1954
Janet Sloan
1967
Andrew McNair [Drew]
1970
Phyllis Anderson [6 months], J. Buchan [Volunteer]
and William Morrison
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1973
1974 - 1987
1988 - 2004
2004 - 2006
2006

Dilys Jones – who played temporarily that year was
delighted with her reception at Kenmure
Margaret Jenkins
David McSporran
Margaret Guthrie
Eva Campbell and Sheena Crichton volunteered to
fill the gap on Margaret’s death.

Communion:
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is now held three times per
year: February, June, October with two tables: 11.15am; 6.30pm. In
the early days it was only held twice. A decision was made in 1879
to use unfermented wine at Communion. Mr Dick probably
followed a UP tradition before 1900 and wore black gloves when he
dispensed the bread and wine to his Session Clerk and Senior
Elder.
In 1917 individual cups were first introduced for communion in
place of the communal cup of tradition except for the minister,
session clerk and senior elder.
There used to be a ‘Communion Season’, which consisted of a
preparatory service on Thursday/Friday night, later this was held
on the previous Sunday morning: two tables on Communion
Sunday and a Service of Thanksgiving. This was still in force in
1981.
Mr Williamson was delighted to announce that there was a large
turnout at both tables at Communion in 1926. A record was being
kept and he ‘earnestly trusts that there will be few absentees.’
Attendance at a Communion Service was registered by named cards
that were marked off against the church roll. Elders were urged to
enquire about absence. This practice ceased in the 1990s although
cards are still issued.
In 1962 a member kindly donated a
Travelling Communion Set so that the
minister could dispense communion to
housebound members. The
Congregation were to give names to an
elder or the minister of those who
wished this service.
Unfortunately it has gone missing without trace.
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Membership Survey 1996 138 returns
A questionnaire was given to members asking for their opinions on
a wide variety of topics relevant to church membership. Many were
happy to attend worship but remain on the fringe of activities. The
Session were concerned that the elderly and infirm needed to be
reassured that they still belong. This is a summary of the answers.
Baptism and Communion:
Many disagreed with the Church’s position on the
sacraments. There was confusion over the involvement of
children in Communion. The Kirk Session felt that the
minister should address this during preaching. Over 40%
wished an increase in the number of opportunities to take
Communion informally but not necessarily at an evening
service. This was thought to be logistically difficult during a
morning service.
Worship and General comments:
A sizeable minority did not like family, parade and
Remembrance services – few reasons given. It may be the
noise level, overcrowding or personal feelings. A discussion
with organisations to find a solution and/or compromise
could be held. There is a need to make children feel a part of
the congregation. There could be an increase in ‘getting to
know you’ social events.
Series of issue led sermons:
From the 26th October to the 7th December 1997 Iain Laing
preached on the following contemporary topics which addressed
some of the questions which were troubling members of the Church
of Scotland.
Church’s position on Communion
What does the Bible teach us about sex?
Nationalism: Citizens of which country?
Is taking drugs always wrong?
Church’s position on baptism
Is family life a thing of the past?
Christmas: Christian or Pagan
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Services
The Church bell is rung from 11-05am – 11-10am. The organist
plays for 5 minutes prior to commencement of the morning service.
The Church bell used to ring in the New Year but in the late 1960s
the minister could not find a volunteer to ring it and the practice
ceased.
Anyone who has not been in church for several years would not
recognise the service, which up until recent years seemed to be set
in stone.

.
Since 1991 intimations sheets were handed out on arrival. These
are now on the back page of the Order of the Morning Service
which also includes the words of new or ‘extra’ hymns not in
Mission Praise. Healing services are held at the evening service
once per month.
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Easter
At Easter 1991 a Sunrise Service was held at the car park in the
Campsie Hills at 6.45am.
On Easter Sunday 16th April, 2006 at 5.45am a Sunrise Service was
held at Cadder Cemetery.
Easter cards are distributed to every home in the Parish.
And an Easter Breakfast has been held since 1988 at 9.45am in the
New Hall.

Baptism
The cradle roll is a record of every
child who has been christened in
Kenmure Church. The cradle roll
used to be housed in whichever hall
the Sunday School met and was
taken into the church only on a
Baptismal Sunday. It was updated in
1979 and hung in the church
permanently.
Baptisms were on the 1st Sunday of
the month up until the 1960s.
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In 1974 New Testaments were given to the babies by the Sunday
School. In 1989 this was changed to an International Bible.
Prayer and Bible Study
Do not be anxious about anything but in everything, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
[ Philippians ch4, v6.]
Prayer meetings were held on a Wednesday in 1926 and nowadays
the Prayer Fellowship takes place on a Thursday Evening. The first
Prayer Secretary was Gail McNab in 1989 who went on to become a
missionary. There was a series of Prayer Meetings held in the
church in April, May and June of that year under the banner ‘There
is Hope.’ Her successor, Elizabeth Willis attended the Church of
Scotland Presbytery Prayer Secretaries meeting in March 1990
‘Prayer Opens Earth to Heaven’. At 10.30am a Prayer Group met in
the church before the service. This started in 1994. Since 1996 a
Prayer Card has been available. Janet Muir was Prayer Secretary in
1998 and our present Secretary is Gordon Strong.
In April 1970 an experimental Discussion Group was held by Mr
Jones after the evening service to query, raise questions and seek
clarification about the sermon. Tea was served.
House Groups encourage contemporary study of the Bible and
since 1993 Maureen Brownlie has distributed a free booklet from
Radio Bible Class, Michigan USA.
God’s House: A House of Prayer
That is what is written on one of the banners displayed in
Kenmure Church, and it led me to reflect in what way Kenmure
has been, is and will be a House of Prayer, in future years.
In Acts, it stated that the early Church had prayer very much at
the forefront, when they were choosing office bearers, ‘Brothers,
choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the
Spirit and wisdom, and we will give our attention to prayer and
the ministry of the Word’.

104

Our family have only been in Kenmure for the last sixteen years,
before that we worshipped in Sandyford Henderson Church in
Glasgow for many years. Two of the common factors between
these Churches have been a Biblical ministry and a focus on
prayer.
There has been a real vibrancy about the place in respect of the
care for those in our congregation and beyond, when there have
been real concerns, whether to do with health, relationships,
careers, and specific ambitions. The Prayer Meeting on Thursday
evening has been an opportunity to bring God’s people to him and
to sometimes engage in real spiritual warfare when it was
obvious that the Devil has been trying to oppose God’s work
whether in Bishopbriggs, Scotland or throughout the World. We
have been encouraged by our prayer partners visits to us with
news of what God is doing, and have seen real answers to prayer.
God’s House: A Place to Dare
The Church should not stagnate. God’s will can only go forward
when there is a conviction that usually should start by prayer.
We are as a congregation for the first time employing a full time
youth worker, very much trusting in God that he will guide us in
these tentative steps.
God’s House: A Place to Prepare
Remember that banner at the beginning of this chapter. The quote
on the banner is derived from Isaiah 56 verse 7, but it’s more
commonly understood context is when Jesus uses the verse
speaking to his disciples about the merchants and money changers
abusing God’s House ‘My House will be called a House of Prayer,
for all nations, but you have made it a den of robbers’.
To be God's people is an immense responsibility and privilege.
Being a Christian in this new century is not easy and there are so
many reasons that we can give for letting our relationship with
God slide. However, within the Church, we can give support and
encouragement to one another in the faith, and in the context of
prayer, that seems wholly appropriate.
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Let's move into the next stage of God's work within Kenmure with
enthusiasm and anticipation with the profound knowledge that we
are engaged in work of eternal significance, with a God who is
awesome in the most real sense.

Gordon Strong
Prayer Secretary
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9

Magazines

Not long after Mr Williamson was inducted in 1926 he took a
decision to produce a church magazine. In it he writes:
My Dear Friends,
The advisability of issuing a periodical which would serve as a
record of our congregational work and give your minister a
means of approach to each individual such as the pulpit cannot
supply, has constrained me to issue this little booklet, which is
very appropriately named ‘Joyful News’. Each half year, in
October and February will be delivered by the lady collectors at
each house when calling for your Central Fund contribution. The
cost of this, the first issue, is being defrayed by a generous friend,
and the cost of the next, containing the annual financial Statement
will be met by the Managers. I am confident that ‘Joyful News’ will
become a feature of our congregational life, will become greatly
cherished, and will serve to stimulate your interest and active
participation in all the Master’s work.
Your Minister and sincere friend,
Allan Williamson
Luckily Margaret Gray took his
admonition to cherish it to heart
and No. 1 Joyful News in October
1926 and No. 2, February 1927 still
exist. For later issues a charge of
2d was levied.
The next attempt at producing a
magazine was in 1951 when W.P.D.
McIntyre edited a slim Roneo
duplicated version called the
Congregational Record which was
issued 4 times per year.
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Then came Kenmure Parish Church Newsletter introduced in 1962
by Charles Heriot. This was a duplicated 10 -12 page offering. The
minister writes that he hopes that it might develop into a regular
one where news can be exchanged and he asks that the
congregation find a suitable title. This they did and Kenmure News
appeared with a coloured cover which had a hand-drawn
illustration of the church. It was followed in 1968 by a flimsier
offering, the Congregational Magazine, consisting of two sides of a
sheet of foolscap duplicated on pink or blue paper. It was edited by
Thomas Aikman.
In 1973 Christine Jones, wife of the minister, designed and
produced a coloured hardcover, foolscap sized magazine which
was titled the Kenmure Congregational News. It had 14 pages. In
the early ‘80s this changed to an A5 size and was renamed
Kenmure Church Magazine. Mrs Jones was still the editor and
there were many excellent pen and ink drawn covers by Mr Jones.
In 1981 a decision was taken by the Board of Management to
permit advertising in the magazine and many local firms obliged
helping to defray its cost.
The title changed again to Kenmure Church of Scotland and Bert
Bell, an elder and sports journalist, took over in 1989 and was
editor for 10 years introducing his delightful humour and cajoled
people into contributing. In 1999 he handed over the reigns to
Elaine Wales, the present editor.
Despite the changes in format and editors the basic content has
remained very steady. There is a pastoral letter, followed by
general news, baptisms, marriages and deaths, news from the
organisations, news from our missionary partner and a page or two
for the children.
Many other people have also been involved over the years as
contributors - without whom there would be no magazine, or as
typists while others have worked duplicators and photocopiers and
have folded and stapled. Jimmy Reid worked steadily at this task
for many years but has now retired. For some time David Hunter
did the setting up. Now volunteers are recruited and carry on the
production of the magazine.
In 1992 Gordon Hamilton donated sheets of illustrations for use in
the magazine and thanks also to Gordon, the church now has an
email address info@kenmure-church.co.uk and a website at
www.kenmure-church.co.uk .
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Life and Work Convenors
Dr McLean was the Life and Work, the magazine of the Church of
Scotland, convenor in 1950 when it cost 8d [4p] per issue and was
dense reading. In 1969 Elizabeth Smith sorted and laid out the
magazine followed by, in 1986, Mrs Wilson. Mary Houston has
uncomplainingly carried out this task since 1987 and deserves her
well earned rest, 19 years later, as she handed over to Linda
Hamilton in 2006.
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10 Sport and Leisure
Up until the 1960s the social life of the majority of people was
largely based around church activities. Kenmure members when
young would have attended Sunday School, been a member of a
uniformed organisation, sung in the junior choir or taken part in
an operetta. Their parents would be members of the Kirk Session,
the Women’s Meeting or the Woman’s Guild or perhaps is a leader
in the Sunday School or one of the uniformed organisations.
Football
There were also sporting opportunities. In the 1920s Kenmure
Church Football Club was in the Church’s League. They first played
on the uneven ground known as the ‘Hogsback’ which was on the
right of the church. Later they played on Kenmure Churches
Recreation Park, a piece of ground behind the houses opposite the
church gifted by James Robertson of Duncryne. It was also used by
182nd BB’s Team. In 1921 they contributed money to a fund for a
Springburn District trophy. In November 1923 at a special meeting
held in the vestry Mr MacMiIlan, the minister, and seven elders
considered a letter from A.P.Scott, secretary of the club requesting
a meeting with the Session and club members to discuss the club’s
affairs. The Session considered the matter and agreed to disband
the club. However it must have been reformed later because in
1929 it was reported that Hugh McPherson, centre forward of
Kenmure, who also played for Third Lanark, scored a hat-trick
against Kingspark and that referees fees amounted to £3.12
[£3.60]. Other members also carried on playing for Junior and
senior teams.

Kenmure Church Recreation ground
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Golf
Golf was another popular sport and Kenmure Golf Club was in
existence in 1906. In the 1920s Andrew Rankin, builder who lived
in St Skae, was secretary. Mr Williamson presided at the annual
social in Kenmure Hall in December 1926. The Captain was George
Rennie and Mrs Rennie presented the prizes. The Club Champions
were James King and Isa Brown and the Stroke Play winners were
Miss A. Wood and W. Wilson. The evening included music and
games.
Badminton
Longest lived was the Badminton Club which began on alternate
Saturdays in Kenmure Hall in 1927 and survived until the 1990s.
Kenmure Church Badminton Club was one of five local clubs in
Bishopbriggs in the early ’50s. We played in the old Church Hall in
Schoolfield Lane in the village, now the site of Morrison’s
supermarket and the Clydesdale Bank.
The area of the hall barely accommodated the court and to add to
the ‘excitement’ there was an open coal fire at one end and a coalfired stove a couple of yards away at the other. The Hall-keeper,
Mrs. Anderson, lived just opposite the hall and always made sure
we had a ‘warm welcome’ on cold winter nights.
We had a very good mixed doubles team which played with some
success in the Glasgow Churches League, and also participated in
the Swan Trophy which was a knockout competition for all the
local clubs in the Glasgow and District League.
At the close of the Badminton season, when the league matches
were completed, the local clubs organised a District Tournament
for all the clubs in the area and Kenmure names were to the fore
on the trophies which were presented at the end of season annual
dance at the Plaza Ballroom.

Jack Crawford
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In the 1950s the club played on Monday evenings and alternative
Saturdays. They also ran a summer club. In 1962 Kenmure won the
league and took part in the 3rd Division Championships at the
Palace of Art, Bellahouston. They thrashed Scotstoun West in the
final 12-4. Moira Crawford was a member of the winning mixed
doubles team. In the 1990s they played in the Strathendrick league.
The Badminton Club also contributed their labour and helped with
repairs and decoration of Kenmure Hall, raised funds for the
church and as well as paying rent annually made donations to the
church funds, giving £2 in 1927 and £200 in 1987.
There was also a Junior Badminton Club which played on Saturday
afternoons In 1962 at the District Tournament in the Girls’ Singles
two girls from Kenmure were outstanding, Caroline Beattie and
Marylin Millar who fought it out for the title. Caroline was also a
member of the winning mixed doubles team at Bellahouston.
Ramblers
Susan Watson and George Reid founded the Ramblers in 1994 to
give members the opportunity to sample God’s goodness by
appreciating the natural world all around this area. Since the first
walk many people have enjoyed these Saturday outings in both
good and bad weather. Their motto is ‘We don’t consider ourselves
lost we just don’t always know where we are’ but so far no-one has
been left behind. From close to home – the Kilsyth Hills and the
Carron Valley to far away – Keswick and Derwent Water in 1999
the walks and climbs have covered a wide range and ability and
have allowed members to get to know one another better.
In January 2003 a
celebration was held in
the New Hall to mark 8
years and to persuade
those who say to
themselves ‘I keep
thinking I should go’ to
join in. Videos,
photographs and chat
were on offer and the
intrepid ‘hikers’ are still
going strong.
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Men’s Association
A Men’s Association is first mentioned in 1973 but seems to have
had a short life. In 2005 the Men’s Meeting was introduced on the
3rd Monday of the month to explore Christian History from the 14th
-20th centuries through the lives of famous men and to discuss their
relevance today.
Dancing
Tea Dancing and Sequence Dancing has been held in the hall for
many years under the auspices of Vi Crichton and Jimmy Reid and
as well as providing exercise and enjoyment these clubs have
contributed large sums to the church funds.
Socials
Throughout the years the Social Committee has held family socials,
dances and ceilidhs. In 1964 a very successful Family Social was
held.
1970
Margaret Gray, Nan
Tweedie, Malcolm
Tweedie, Bill Shaw,
Mrs Shaw, Mrs Finn,
Stella Stevenson, John
Stevenson, Willie Finn

1978
Mr McInnes, Mrs McInnes,
Alice Gray, Margaret Gray
Nan Cuthbertson

A New Members Reception was held on 3rd March 1990 in the New
Hall to enable them to meet the Kirk Session, other new members
and representatives of the organisations.
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11 Temperance
John A. Johnston, later minister of
Springburn UP Church, was a founder
member of the Scottish Temperance League
established at Falkirk in 1844 and was its
chairman for eleven years. The majority of
ministers supported this cause and helped
to spread its message that ‘strong drink’
should be avoided.
Rev. Charles Dick was a supporter and
during his ministry he welcomed the
minister of Springfield, Rev Thomas Neilson in the holding of a
‘temperance holiday’ on 1st and 2nd January 1909 in Kenmure Hall
where concerts were held and games made available for the
populace of Bishopbriggs. His successors, Rev. John McMillan and
Rev. Allan Williamson, who were very active on the temperance
scene, were members of the Scottish Temperance Alliance set up in
1924. Both the latter were involved in the No Licence Campaign of
1922 onwards which supported local prohibition.
The objectives of the Scottish Temperance Union were to promote
abstinence from intoxicating beverages; to work for the entire
suppression of the traffic of intoxicating beverages by the will and
vote of people; and to promote progressive and oppose reactionary
legislation and assist enforcement of the law dealing with liquor
traffic. Membership was open to all members of the predecessor
associations and sympathisers of the temperance movement.
As late as 1925 there were reports of illicit stills in the Campsie
Hills. Kenmure Church gave the use of their Recreation Ground,
behind Viewfield Road, for a fete to raise funds to fight the cause.
In May 1925 Phillip Hulbert conducted a mission in Kenmure Free
Church which was filled to capacity and Mr McMillan sang a solo
at this event. In September 1925 a meeting presided over by Mr
McMillan was held in Kenmure Hall to organise a local veto poll.
Many of the preachers who were invited to take the pulpit,
including at an evening on the occasion of the Jubilee, in October,
1927, Thomas Spence, an ex M.P., took temperance as their theme.
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The Foundry Boys Society
Despite its name was open to both boys and girls. It began in 1865
for religious, educational and social elevation of the boys and girls
of Glasgow many of whom started work at 10 years of age. It was
non-sectarian and run by volunteers amongst whom were Neil
McEachran and Andrew Rankin. It preached abstinence and had a
ditty to encourage young people to reject alcohol.
Look on spirits as your foe
Make your answer ever ‘No!’
See the drunkards o’er the edge
Keep yer heid an’ sign the pledge
Band of Hope Union
A branch of the Band of Hope existed in Kenmure in the 1890s.
Neil McEachran was the superintendent. In the church magazine,
Joyful News, October 1926, it is recorded that the number on the
roll of the Band of Hope was 250. A plea is made for ‘more
monitors’ and John Ritchie, secretary, ‘will be glad of additional
names.’
In 1926 lantern lectures earned £3.70 [£3.13.5d] and soirees £4.80
[£4.15.9d]. Text cards cost 70p [13.9d]. These had pictures and a
quotation from the Bible and were avidly collected by the
members. At the Annual Soiree held in April 1927 one hundred
children were presented with prizes by Mrs Williamson when there
was also an entertainment.
A Jumble Sale was held and £17.0.0 raised for the Hall Fund. In
1930 under Mr Collins supervision and with Miss Crerar playing
the piano, an operetta The Magic Ruby was successfully performed
in Kenmure Hall
and £19.60
[£19.11.6d] was
raised and in 1934
the operetta, The
Enchanted
Emerald raised
£10.18.2d
[£10.90]. There is
no further mention
in the Financial
Reports of this
organisation after
the 1930s.
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Scottish Temperance Alliance:
The members of Glasgow District Scottish Temperance Alliance in
May 1947, on National Temperance Day, held a gathering when
Pearl Cairns was crowned Queen and William Millar, King at a
ceremony in Kenmure Hall then with their Chancellor, Thomas
Rose, the procession paraded through the village led by the pipe
band of 182nd BB to the public park for a Temperance
Demonstration and entertainment.
In January 1948 Mr Williamson addressed a youth rally held by
the Alliance in Cadder Church Hall with Rev J.C. Gordon, minister
of Cadder presiding. The King and Queen for 1947 attended
dressed in their purple robes which were trimmed with ermine.
Music for dancing was provided by the Rhythm Aces Band. In
June, 1948 a similar ceremony took place when Moira McEwan
and Ian Bourner were crowned in purple robes in Kenmure Church
Hall and were presented with Bibles by Mr. Williamson. After the
parade to the Public Park there was a fine display of gymnastics by
the 182nd Boys’ Brigade under the supervision of Corporal James
McAllister. In his address Mr Williamson regretted the lack of men
attending as there were 46 elders in the churches in the district. He
urged any children present who did not attend Sunday School to
join the one nearest to their home.
The Kirk Session paid a court fee of £1.12.6 [ £1.65p] in November
1967 to oppose the granting of a liquor licence and in 1971 some
members of the Kirk Session tried to prevent the Fort Theatre,
Brackenbrae House, from being granted a licence. They discovered
that from the 19 possible areas for objection none were relevant
and it went ahead.
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12 Wartime
World War One 1914 - 1918
According to the Session Minutes Kenmure Church carried on as
usual during World War One despite many members going off to
serve in the Armed Forces. It was reported, in 1914, that the
congregation had only contributed £30 out of the £70 promised
towards the minister’s stipend.
1915 saw the retiral of Charles Dick, the original minister. At a
successful social, held in the church on 10th June, he was presented
with 13 sovereigns and a wallet of notes. There were four
candidates for the vacancy but three withdrew and John
MacMillan was appointed taking up his position in August.
On Sunday 14th June 1916 there was great consternation and
excitement when an aeroplane passed over the church at 5.54pm as
the congregation were gathering for the evening service. Wounded
soldiers who were resident in Stobhill Hospital were entertained in
January 1917 to a ‘knife and fork’ tea in Cadder Church South Hall.
Over 200 people were provided for and 30 soldiers were brought
by private cars while 120 travelled by tramcar. Under the auspices
of Mrs Steven, Kenmure Farm, secretary of the local Farmers’
Committee and with help from ministers and members of all the
local churches a total of £50 was subscribed. A hearty meal was
served and Hat-trimming and Needle Threading competitions
were held. Each soldier was given 2 packets of cigarettes on
leaving. This took place from 3pm–8pm and was hailed as a great
success.
In May 1917 joint services were held with Springfield Church as Mr
Sutherland was leaving to serve as a chaplain in France. Mr
MacMillan officiated during his absence and the services were held
on alternate Sundays in either church. In 1918 a proposal was
considered by the Kirk Session to form a merger with Springfield
Church but the idea was turned down. On 7th September 1919 a
shield to commemorate the nine ‘Fallen Heroes’ was dedicated and
unveiled in Kenmure Church. Since Armistice Sunday 1918 a
wreath has been placed on a war memorial by members and
organisations from Kenmure.

117

World War Two 1939 - 1945
Kenmure Committee of Management was well prepared on the
outbreak of World War Two. On 10th October, 1939 they decided to
remove some electric light bulbs from the halls to reduce the use of
electricity. All windows in the halls and church were blacked out.
They took part in His Majesty’s Forces Comfort Fund which made
up parcels to be despatched to the troops for Christmas. They
procured sand bags, buckets and stirrup pumps and drew up a fire
watching rota.
A Garden Fete was held in the grounds of Kenmure Men’s Own in
June, which raised £380 for the Red Cross, £54. 10/- [£54.50p]
contributed by the stalls of Kenmure Church. Around 40 members,
male and female, were on active service and others played their
part on the Home Front by joining the Home Guard, the AFS –
Auxiliary Fire Service, Women’s Voluntary Service, the Red Cross
or served in the ARP – Air Raid Precautions. Harry K K Gray was
its Rescue Party Leader.
Many women from Kenmure, along with those from other
churches helped to run the Church of Scotland canteen in a large
house on the Low Road which later housed John Ross’ electrical
business. It was reckoned that it served over 300,000 service
personnel with lunch and teas during its five year existence. The
Committee on Hut and Canteen Work for His Majesty’s Forces
provided accommodation as an opportunity for rest and reading. It
had coal fires, a gramophone and games and 133 soldiers used it.
Amongst the most indefatigable workers were Agnes Fraser, David
Forrester and Dr R. Howie Burnett whose names seem to appear
on just about every committee imaginable and they were
campaigners for an ambulance to be centred in Bishopbriggs.
In 1942 Mr Williamson and Mr Martin, Springfield Church were
appointed as Religious and Temperance Supervisors for the area.
Mr Williamson offered Kenmure Hall to the Education Committee
as evacuees from Clydebank had raised the number of children and
some could only receive half day education. The 182nd BB and the
Girls’ Guildry made donations to the War Prisoners Fund and the
Comforts Fund. The Red Cross rented Kenmure Hall. Mrs
Williamson was a supporter and collector. Retiring collections
were taken for the British Red Cross Society.
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Sadly there were losses and John Keir, Springfield Square, was
only married 18 months when he was killed in Normandy in June
1944. Hugh Menzies, Brackenbrae Avenue, Scots Guards [whose
sister and brother-in-law, Mr and Mrs Baird joined Kenmure in
October 2005] The Waddell family, Burnside Villa, suffered a
double loss James, Gordon Highlanders and John, a flight
engineer in the RAF were both killed in June 1944, they had been
members of the 182nd BB and they also lost a daughter. A special
area of Cadder cemetery was set aside for wartime casualties.
Many members attended the funeral of Rev Charles Dick’s younger
sister, Virginia Gregor, in April 1941. She was buried beside him in
Cadder Cemetery.
There was damage to the windows of the church hall during the
raid on Bishopbriggs on 7th April, 1941 and the church received
compensation of £10. All the railings had to be forfeited for the war
effort including those at the manse and in 1950 compensation of
£4.19/- [£4.85] was paid. On Sunday 30th September 1944 a Battle
of Britain parade was held in Bishopbriggs. All the ministers took
part led by Allan Williamson. Every wartime organisation paraded
as did the Girls’ Guildry, The Scouts, Guides and BB Companies.
Lieutenant Harold Bishop of the Home Guard commanded the
parade and a collection was made for the RAF Benevolent Fund.
On a lighter note
When Elizabeth Meiklem, whose father, James, was quarry master
at Kenmure Quarry was married in 1944 to James Sibbald of the
haulage contractors, Sibbald of Bathgate, the service was
conducted by Mr Williamson in a full church. The guests then
walked down to the Cross to board specially hired tramcars to take
them to the reception in the Georgic in Glasgow owing to the
scarcity of petrol.
On VE Day, May 1945 at the conclusion of Mr Churchill’s speech
the bell of Kenmure Church was pealed for 45 minutes. The church
was open all day for prayer and meditation and a service of
thanksgiving in the evening was well attended. The following
Sunday, in response to the King’s [George VI] request, the 12 noon
service was also one of thanksgiving and a parade of the BB,
Lifeboys and Girls’ Guildry took place.
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In 1946 welcome home social evenings were held in Kenmure Hall.
Two of those who attended were Henrietta Cameron, Women’s
Royal Navy, Petty Officer who was awarded British Empire Medal
for ‘devotion to duty’ in 1944. She lived in Brackenbrae Avenue and
was a twin. James Dunn, an ex BB piper from Mavis Valley who
became a night-fighter flying mosquito aircraft. He went to the
Royal technical College and in 1948 qualified as a colliery manager.
His grandfather was manager of No 17 Pit Mavis Valley.
David Forrester:
fought in WW1 as a non-commissioned then a
commissioned officer, 19th Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders. A member of Kenmure his occupation was as
a director of Glasgow bag-pipe makers, Peter Henderson.
During WW2 he held a senior post in the Civil Defence was
Flight Lieutenant, Commander of Bishopbriggs Air
Training Corps. He was Convenor of Bishopbriggs Comforts
Fund, Chairman of the Committee on Hut and Canteen
Work for His Majesty’s Forces, founder of the local branch
of the British Legion, County Councillor for Bishopbriggs
South Division of 9th District of Lanarkshire, Chairman of
the Licensing Court, a J.P. and he was on the committee of
the Nursing Association. He was also Chairman of the War
Memorial Committee which oversaw the building of the
Memorial Hall in Balmuildy Road. He must never have been
at home. He left Bishopbriggs to live in Bearsden in 1963
and was buried in Cadder Cemetery in June 1970.
Agnes Fraser:
was born in 1898 and died in 1983 aged 85. She lived in
Brackenbrae House and was a member of Kenmure
Women’s Guild and National President of the
Townswomen’s Guild. She was a founder member of 1st
Bishopbriggs Girl Guides and later Division Commissioner.
She organised the Canteen for servicemen stationed at
Bishopbriggs during WW2 and was a leading fund raiser
for the Bishopbriggs Branch of the Red Cross Society. When
money was being sought towards the Memorial Hall she
would march up and down the queues at shops in the village
with her collecting can.
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13 182nd BB Company, Life Boys, Junior
Section, Shipmates, Anchor Boys
The aim of the B B Company is the advancement of
Christ’s Kingdom among boys.

The Boys Life Brigade, a similar organisation to the BB had a badge
showing a crown and the Geneva Cross. Their motto was ‘To Save
Life’. In 1924, when the BB agreed to abandon their dummy rifles,
the two groups merged. The badge of the BB was an anchor. The
new badge, still in use, incorporated the Anchor and the Geneva
Cross plus the motto of the BB.

1950s Captain WPD McIntyre, Allan Williamson,
Chaplain
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1990s
Captain
Charlie
Tennant,
Iain Laing,
Chaplain

When Matthew MacKay was Superintendent of the Sabbath School
at Kenmure Church he felt that there was a need for some sort of
activities for boys on weekday evenings. The Boys Brigade had
been established in Glasgow by William Smith in 1883, the first
uniformed organisation in the world, for exactly the same reason.
He brought the discipline of the Army, physical exercise and
spiritual development together and started the 1st Glasgow
Company in North Kelvinside. The leaders would be called officers
and the company led by a captain and lieutenants. Boys would be
promoted on merit to become sergeants, corporals and lancecorporals who would lead squads. The uniform was a simple and
inexpensive pill box cap, a leather belt and a haversack.
On 9th December 1919 the 1st Bishopbriggs, 182nd Glasgow
Company Boys’ Brigade was enrolled. They were part of the
Springburn District of the Glasgow Battalion. There were 30 boys,
aged 11 – 17, who met on Fridays in Kenmure Hall. Matthew
MacKay resigned from the Sabbath School to focus on his new
venture and remained as captain for 12 years. The BB Bible Class
was held at 10.15am before the morning service. Boys were not
allowed to play football or be in the bugle or pipe band unless they
regularly attended the Bible Class. The BB paid a seat rent for a
reserved pew in the church and a rent for the use of Kenmure Hall.
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The first Boys’ Brigade Week was held in 1921. This involved the
boys going door to door and receiving a donation. In 1934 they
made £5.12/- [£5.60p] by 1950 this rose to £57.10/- [£57.50p] In
1987 it had risen to £242 but it only survived for a further 3 years
and ceased in 1990. Unlike the Boy Scouts Bob-a-Job Week no
offer of service was made for the money and it was no longer seen
as a good way of raising funds. In October 1926 a lantern lecture
was given on ‘Glasgow and the Firth of Clyde’ by Councillor John
Stevenson, Springburn, who also occasionally graced the pulpit
and the proceeds from the tickets – cost 8d [3p] went to the Boys’
Brigade Funds. In 1928 the Company raised £3.16.6d [£3.82p]
from a concert in Kenmure Hall.
In the first issue of Joyful News, the church magazine, in 1926,
states:
‘Ours is a young people’s church and our Boys’ Brigade is striking
proof of that. No commendation is too high for the splendid
training the boys receive. On Armistice Sabbath we shall have the
first parade of the winter and following the proceeding of last
year the Company will re-form after the service, and proceed to
the War Memorial where wreaths will be deposited and a brief
service held’.
Every boy in the Company was presented with a copy of the New
Testament at the 7th Annual Inspection in 1926. Captain MacKay
retired in 1931 and Peter Ogilvie succeeded him for 3 years when
Kenneth Ross took over for a year. The Company received a blow
in 1935 when, after a dispute with Kenmure Church, John Davie
set up a boys’ club in the village. He enticed boys from the
Company to join it. Kenmure Kirk Session complained to
Springfield Kirk Session when they agreed to accept an invitation
from John Davie to start a BB Company attached to Springfield
Church. This became the 268th Glasgow and John Davie was its
captain from 1935 – 1947. The two companies did manage
eventually to co-operate.
The semi-jubilee of the 182nd Company took place in 1944. The
inspection was held in Kenmure Men’s Own Hall, behind
Brackenbrae Avenue, long since demolished. The MacKay Shield
was presented to the Company ‘to be inscribed year by year with
the name of the best all-round boy’ and would be retained by him
for 12 months.
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It was presented on the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the
Company in memory of its first Captain. Mr Williamson took
custody of it on behalf of the Company and Kenmure Church from
the Captain Harry Bruce. The first name on it was James Bowman.

Lieutenant Corporal James Bowman.

1950s

In 1947 N.G. Beveridge had perfect attendance and gained his
King’s Badge along with James McAllister who also won the
MacKay Shield that year.

Jim McAllister 1947

The Company now have a plethora of awards: the McIntyre Award
for Christian Education, The McAllister Award for Physical
Recreation, a Junior Efficiency Award, the Maclean Award for First
Aid as well as specific awards for piping – a rose bowl in memory
of Nan Brownlie was gifted in 1994, the Ure Award for drumming
and in the 1970s a Bugling Award was added. These are not
automatically given but have to be earned so some years one or
another has been withheld.
An award towards which many senior boys strive is the coveted
Queen’s Badge. This entails prolonged effort and covers a wide
spectrum of tasks including service in the community. The varying
stages of the Duke of Edinburgh Award provide a challenge and
many BB have achieved the Gold Award which requires overnight
hikes among its tasks.
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Throughout the years the Company have been successful in
winning District and Battalion Awards. The Garroway Cup, the
oldest trophy of the Glasgow Battalion [1893] is awarded for Drill
and has several times been won back-to-back. The White Cup, a
District Trophy for drill was won so often that one wag said it
should change its name to the ‘182 Cup’. The boys regularly did
well in the Nisbet Trophy for Bible Knowledge, Bible Class
Attendance and Drill. It was established in 1947 and the 182nd won
it 14 times in the 22 years to 1969. They also on many occasions
have won or been highly placed in the Bible Quiz.
Every year in October a Dedication Service is held in the church for
the entire Company and the Girls’ Brigade. Every May the Annual
Inspection and Display takes place. This is always a popular
occasion and is usually well attended. A guest Inspecting Officer
surveys the Company and presents the awards. A short service is
conducted by the minister, the Company Chaplain, followed by a
march past. A display of drill, gymnastic and other items entertains
the audience before the closing service and Benediction, then the
Colours are marched off.
In 1926 the Chaplain, John McMillan, presided and an invited
guest, Captain James Hamilton, Mossbank Industrial School
inspected. After the General Salute and inspection of the ranks
there was a march past followed by Company drill and figure
marching. There was also drill with ‘firearms’, these would be
dummies. They delighted with displays of ambulance work, sports,
ring bells and Indian club swinging. The award for Best Drilled Boy
went to Archie Kego and under 14 to John Dick. In 1927 the
Annual Company Medal was awarded to Robert Morrison. Miss
Powell was the pianist.
A very special year was 1969 – the Jubilee of the Company when
William Bowie, president of the Glasgow Battalion was the
Inspecting Officer. On Sunday 14th December at a service at 3pm in
the church the old colours were laid up. The new colours were
dedicated then Mrs Kitty Bruce, on behalf of Kenmure Chuch,
presented them and they were trooped out of the church at the end
of the service. The old colours now hang at the sides of the organ
pipes. A dinner was held in Cadder Church Hall on 10th May with
T. Henderson, Chairman of the International Committee as Guest
of Honour.
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1970s saw the uniform change to its present appearance. Officers
no longer wore collar badges, leather gloves or carried a stick. The
move away from the old image to a more relaxed approach was
welcomed. For several years there had been no summer camp.
However, in 1978 a return was made to their old haunt, Lundin
Links which paid off as the Campers badge was reintroduced and
proved popular.
The Diamond Jubilee was held. In May 1979 at the Annual Display
and Inspection, the inspecting officer was the earl of Elgin and
Kincardine, President of the Boys’ Brigade. There was a nostalgic
moment for some in the audience when the recruits marched past
wearing the old pill box hat and uniform.
The Company shone in the 1980s. In 1982 they had 10 boys
gaining their Queen’s Badge. In 1984 the Company produced a BB
magazine ‘On Target’ with excellent contributions from officers
and boys. One issue in the year was ‘Inspection’ the other
‘Company’. The first editor was Iain Urquhart. It survived until
1986 when it was edited by Andrew Miller. The advertisements
earned the Company funds £415.
The appointment of an Honorary President was made in 1984 and
WPD McIntyre received this honour. He had previously been the
1st Honorary Captain. Neil Graham Beveridge was made Honorary
Captain at the Annual Display. In his remarks he expresses his
delight at the continuity in the 182nd. At a recent Armistice Service
he had met Francis Dick, who had been an officer when he was a
boy, accompanied by his son, who had been a boy in NG’s
Company. He was then introduced to this young man’s son who
was waiting to join the Junior Section. He also mentions that boys
who had been Shipmates in the 1960s were now officers in the
182nd.
The 1990s saw numbers flagging and Sandy Brownlie, Captain,
complained that standards were slipping. In 1991 he handed over
the captaincy to Charlie Tennant.
Despite problems the Company won the White Cup for squad drill,
back-to-back. They were instructed by Stewart Beveridge.
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Duncan Stevenson became captain in 1994, the 75th Anniversary of
the Company and Charlie Tennant was happy to report on handing
over that numbers had picked up again and there would be around
30 boys by the autumn. Bill Beveridge was Inspecting Officer at the
Display and Inspection and all surviving captains were present. In
June the boys camped at Binic, North Brittany. An anniversary
party was held for them in December.
A reunion for ex-members and a celebration dinner was held in the
Symon Suite, Ibrox Stadium,on 10th December. Guest Speakers
were John Neil, Secretary, Glasgow Battalion and William
McDougall, ex-Chief Superintendent, Strathclyde Police. A
Thanksgiving Service took place on Sunday, 11th December in the
church conducted by the Chaplain, Iain Laing. The whole Company
took part and Junior Section Members gave a reading and led the
Prayers of Intercession. Every boy received a Commemorative
Bible thanks to the generosity of former members of the Company.
Mrs Sarah Wilson, the first officer of the Lifeboys, in 1928 and a
member of Kenmure for 73 years was unable to attend as she left
Bishopbriggs to live with her daughter in England.
In 1995 a sponsored winter climb saw £495 being split between the
Mountain Rescue Service and Cancer Research. In 1997 a
sponsored walk along sections of the West Highland Way raised
£1000 and there was a Duke of Edinburgh climb of Scafell Peak,
the highest mountain in England. Duncan Stevenson reported in
1996 that the Bible Class attendance was the best for a decade but
the singing was as poor as ever. In 1997 the camp ventured as far
as Guernsey. There were now 45 boys with an age range of 10 -18
in the Company Section.
Duncan resigned in 1998 and the Staff Sergeants, David Russell
and Doug Johnston plus the new Staff Sergeants Andrew Cox, Iain
Gray and Fraser Brownlie coped admirably with support from excaptains. Jimmy Steven came to the rescue in 1999 and is still at
the helm. This was the 80th year of the Company and Jim Wright
was the Inspecting Officer at the Display and inspection in May.
In 2000 the uniform was altered and many of the features which
most people associate with the Brigade were removed, not without
opposition. The original belt and haversack went out but rebellion
in Ireland forced the hat to be retained.
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Sadly, in 2001, N G Beveridge, who had done so much over the
years for the Company died. However, in his honour, a new trophy
The Graham Beveridge Award for Senior Christian Faith was
presented for the first time and was won by Ian Kellow.
Gabriel Kijjambu from Uganda who was studying at the
International Christian College in Glasgow came to Bishopbriggs in
January, 2003 and the Company were delighted to have his input
into their programme.
The most recent event was a sponsored Triathlon in May 2006.
This involved a 2 mile run along the towpath of the Forth and
Clyde canal. A one hour relay swim at the Leisuredrome followed
by a 20 minute cycle along the canal path. The aim was to raise
£1000 to buy tents for summer camp, new drums for the band and
to send money to Gabriel’s Lowera Project, Uganda.
Football
Football was played on a Saturday morning. They played on a pitch
on part of the old quarry behind Viewfield Road which was
donated by James Robertson, Duncryne and Jim McAllister
remembers playing football there in the 1940s and the arrival of
the ‘Pavilion’ – an old railway wagon due for demolition. It was
dragged along the main road and up by a farm tractor which was
going for a service.
In 1973 an attempt was made to collect enough Bero or
McDougall’s flour bags [1lb or 3lb] for a set of football strips. A
comment in the church magazine was ‘at the moment we’ve got
enough for 7 jerseys, 2 arms and a collar’.

182nd Football Team 1950s
128

Over the years there has been a love – hate relationship between
the 182nd and football going through spells of being successful and
in other years being near the bottom of the pack.
Pipe Band
Early in the history of the Company a pipe band was formed which
was in demand to lead parades. In July 1925 the Girl Guides held a
fete at Cawder mansion house, now the clubhouse for the golf club.
The Divisional Commissioner for the Springburn District was a
founder of the 1st Bishopbriggs Company and a member of
Kenmure Church. At her request the 182nd Pipe Band played
selections during the afternoon. In November on Armistice Sunday
they led the parade to the War Memorial and laid a wreath – a
ritual which they have carried out every year since.

Pipe Band, Lundin Links

Bugle Band, Lundin Links
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There was also a Bugle Band and both were popular with locals and
holiday makers in the 1950s at the annual camp at Lundin Links,
Fife. The Pipe Major was Jimmy Kellow.
A Conventicle – the old Covenanting name for an open air servicewas held at Hampden park on 12th September was attended by Ian
Gray and the Band were represented in the line up from all the
Companies in the Glasgow Battalion. In the 1960s the Pipe Band
won many trophies at District, Battalion and open competitions.
Many members went on to play in well-known senior bands. Neil
Graham Beveridge became Pipe Major. At camp in Lundin Links
the band once again marched from the church service to the
delight of foreign visitors.
In the 1980s girls were allowed to be members and the band
became a force to be reckoned with winning several trophies.

In 1980 the Band held a sponsored ‘Blow-In’, which raised £458
towards the purchase of kilts, sporrans and capes. It was reported
that several boys were also learning to play the bugle. Regular lists
of events at which the Band would be playing were included in the
Magazine. These included in 1980 Shows and Gala days and the
Cowal Gathering at Dunoon – a Mecca for pipe bands. They also
entered the Royal Scottish Pipe band Association Competitions.
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In May, 1983, the Centenary of the formation of the 1st Glasgow
Company, they participated in the naming ceremony of the Class86
Locomotive ‘The Boys’ Brigade’ at Central Station, Glasgow and in
August were in attendance at Ibrox Stadium to celebrate the
Centenary. They also won the Glasgow Battalion Trophy in that
year. On several years they played in the parks on Wednesday
evenings in the summer despite being tormented by midges.
The Centenary Parade at Bellahouston Park, 1983, was filmed and
Harry Boyd could be plainly seen speaking to Michael Kelly, the
Lord Provost of Glasgow, who coined the phrase – Glasgow’s Miles
Better. Two of the younger members came 1st and 2nd in the
Glasgow Battalion Chanter Contest in 1884. When W P D McIntyre
died in May 1985 the 182nd donated a cup to be won for solo
drumming to the Glasgow Battalion.
David Jeffrey became pipe
major in 1990 in an attempt to
revive the band. They had lost
members to bigger, better bands
and must attract new recruits.
David held chanter classes on
Monday evenings and David
Simpson held drumming classes
on Saturday mornings. The
band reformed and could once
again hold their heads up high.
In 2002 for the first time in 2
years the Pipe Band once again
played at Bishopbriggs Gala
Day.

On the 21st November 1992 a Pipe band re-union was held at
Kincaid House Hotel when 50 people enjoyed reminiscing about
the ‘good old days’. It was a great success and was organised by
Carol Tennant and Andrew Miller. N.G. Beveridge made a speech
and all surviving pipe majors were present.
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BB Church of Scotland World Mission Fund
In 1992 the members of the BB Companies in Scotland collectively
raised £38,000 which was presented to the Moderator of the
General Assembly at a gathering in Perth. This fund helps people
throughout the world lead a better life. In 1997 £24,500 was
presented at Hamilton to the Moderator, Sandy McDonald. This
went to help with immunisation in Kenya, safe and clean water in
Malawi, trade training in tailoring in Pakistan and education in
Jamaica. Ex Captain Peter McFarlane was a member of the
committee.
Senior Section
A Section for older members of the Company is run on a ‘men’s
association’ basis meeting each Friday in the Viewfield Hall.
When at ‘home’ our activities have included the usual table tennis,
darts, and snooker plus film nights, discussion groups with the
occasional guest speaker such as our Chaplain, Rev. P.H. Jones
and Mr R.K.Suman, an orthopaedic surgeon who will be
remembered for his remarkable slides of injuries treated.
Our ‘away’ trips have taken us to Hunterston Power Station, B.P.
Oil Refinery, Grangemouth, Strathclyde Police H.Q. and
Bishopbriggs Fire Station all of which proved interesting and I
hope educational. We have also used some of the facilities at
Bishopbriggs Sports Centre to let off steam.
The Glasgow Battalion of the Boys’ Brigade organize a Senior
Activities programme and some of our lads have participated in
the Countdown Quiz, Senior Challenge [Indoor Sports] and
Orienteering in Strathclyde Park – one of our team is still
recovering. Despite wholehearted attempts I am afraid I have to
report that we took no honours but watch us go next session…
The one thing that never ceases to amaze me is the loyalty to the
Boys’ Brigade and its object considering the many other
attractions open to them at their age.
Charlie Tennant May 1984
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I joined the Life Boys and when 12 years of age joined The Boys'
Brigade going through the ranks and eventually after attending a
King George VI Leadership Course at the BB National training
centre at Carronvale became an Officer in a Company on the
south side of the City. I was aware of all that the BB had done for
me and wanted to pass this on to others.
On marrying Marion in 1964 and setting up home in
Bishopbriggs I joined Kenmure. At the kind invitation of the then
Captain, N Graham Beveridge I joined and learned under his
leadership and high standards in the ways expected of leading
boys in the "182".
The company had an excellent staff and provided many activities
from Christian Education, Drill, Physical Training, Football,
Expedition Work, and Football for the boys. Although our
meetings were held in the Kenmure Hall in the village we made
sure the boys were aware of our attachment to Kenmure Church,
holding the weekly Sunday morning Bible Class in the Williamson
Hall. where we hoped to sow a seed in teaching boys to follow the
way of our Lord.
In 1973 I took over as Captain. Due to an excellent and committed
staff along with loyal boys supported by appreciative parents the
Company continued to achieve the high standards set by Graham
Beveridge and previous Captains. On one year alone we were
delighted that 11 boys attained their Queens Badge. In July 1984
at a memorable camp at Millport I lowered the flag being my
final duty as the Captain. Another highlight was being invited to
the Queens Garden Party at the Palace of Holyrood House.
During the 1950's and early 1960's the 182 had a strong Pipe
Band and as with many BB Companies, boys eventually move on
and the band was more or less disbanded. A group of dedicated
men, previous Captains and Officers assisted in teaching the boys
and the Band was restarted and grew under leadership of Sandy
Brownlie attaining success and keeping the boys interested in The
Company.
I enjoyed my time in the Company and found the challenge of
teaching boys most rewarding.
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On leaving the Company I was asked to serve on the Brigade
Executive a position I held for a few years. My interest continues
as a Reserve Officer in Springbum District as the Queens Badge
Adviser.
Although times have changed and modem teaching methods have
been introduced the needs of THE BOY are still the same. The
"182" continues to be Sure and Steadfast and to promote the
Object of The Boys' Brigade "The advancement of Christ's
Kingdom among boys and the promotion of habits of Obedience,
Reverence, Discipline, Self Respect and all that tends towards a
true Christian manliness. "

Peter McFarlane, Captain 182nd BB Company
1973-84

Life Boys, Junior Section, Shipmates, Anchor Boys
The Boys’ Brigade set up junior units in 1920 called Boy Reserves
for 8–12 year olds. When they amalgamated with the Boys’ Life
Brigade in 1926 the name Life Boys was adopted. The aim was to
provide for younger brothers and to prepare boys for eventual
membership of the Company Section. They learned through Bible
Stories, games and music.
Kenmure Life Boys began in 1928/29 with Sarah Wilson as Leader
in Charge.
They made a donation to Yorkhill Hospital to a Carey Longman
bed in 1938. In 1941 there were 28 boys in attendance.
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182nd Life Boys 1944
In May 1962 a report of their annual display appeared in the
Bishopbriggs Herald when Mary Penman and the other leaders,
Mary Metcalf, Jean Jarvie and George Reid were praised for their
sterling work. Mr and Mrs Williamson attended although it was
after his retiral as minister. Mr French, Springfield, Interim
Moderator, presided and Mrs Kitty Bruce presented the prizes.
One item which was popular was the Black and White Minstrels
show, now considered politically incorrect, and marching was also
performed.
A new programme, the Seal System, was introduced in 1962/63
which included a wider variety of activities and there were plans to
extend the musical activities using tubular bells, pitch pipes [penny
whistles] and a percussion band. There were 32 boys in the team.
The football team were runners up in 1961/62 season and were
launching a challenge to win the Life Boys’ League in 1962/63.
The boys took part in the Springburn District Show, in December
1963 and in the Glasgow Area Physical Activities Festival in April
1964. With George Reid, now Leader in Charge, they set off for a
camping weekend at Croy Bay, Ayrshire.
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Back row
Jim Wright,
Kenny Eunson
John Skelton
Jim Whitelaw
Frank Ewing
Donald Bowman
David Kinnear
Kenneth
Tweedie Alastair
Raphael
Raymond
Warwick
Front row
Peter Bendermauter Jim Brown
Gordon Hutton Robin Carlyle Kenneth Stevenson Alex Hill
[Who became a weatherman on STV]. 196Junior Section
A decision was taken in 1965 to rename the Life Boys and call them
the Junior Section of the Boys’ Brigade. The age range was altered
to 8–10 years. The boys took part in swimming on a Thursday
evening, football on a Saturday and were also expected to attend
Sunday School.

The Junior Section Display was held on the 8th May 1965 at Wester
Cleddens School
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‘The audience was treated to the tuneful sounds of the choir as well
as a percussion band, tubular bells and chime bars’. Stewart,
Alastair and Graham Beveridge had perfect attendance. A
presentation was made through an anonymous donor to OIC, T.C.
Groom, and his staff; Jessie Clarke, Sheena Crichton and G.
Hutton.
Jean Jarvie became Officer in Charge in 1973. There were 40 boys
on the roll in 1975. Jessie Clarke became Officer in Charge in 1977.
The 50th Anniversary of the Life Boys took place in 1979 when Mrs
Sarah Wilson, the first leader, was presented with a bouquet of
flowers. The minister, Mr Heriot, presided as pirates and the crew
were drilled, danced and put through their paces plus a tug-of-war
– fathers against sons – we are not told who won!
The senior boys performed, in spring 1981, in a Biblical Mime –
Daniel in the Lion’s Den – at the Glasgow Battalion BB Show in the
Kelvin Hall and the Football Team retained the Springburn District
‘B’ League Trophy in 1981 Because of transfers to the Company
Section the session started with only 8 boys but by the time of the
display in May there were 20. Four eleven year old boys attended
an activity weekend at the National Training Centre at Dalguise,
Perthshire with an exhausted Jim Wright in charge. Springburn
District held an indoor show in Bishopbriggs Sports Centre, in
1984. The Junior Section took part in figure marching, physical
activities and games.
They also learned to think of others and in 1987 raised £60 for
Blue Peter’s Sight Savers Appeal and a Geographical Quiz raised
£25 for the New Hall Fund. A gym class was started in
Bishopbriggs High School on a Monday night from 6.45 – 7.30pm.
to keep them fit. The Section won the Springburn District Bible
Quiz in 1988 and were runners up in 1989.
Jessie Clarke retired in 1989 after 15 years service – 3 as staff and
12 as Officer in Charge. She was delighted by a surprise dinner
arranged by Jim Wright and Duncan Stevenson with all of the
182nd Company staff present.
Jim Wright took over as Officer in Charge, and sadly reported that
the football team were ‘firmly anchored’ at the bottom of the
league. Jim was delighted to announce a ‘return to the good old
days’, when, in 1991 the 182 JS football team were top of their
league and undefeated.
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They were successful in the major fundraising events which took
place every 3 years [so that no boy would be involved more than
once]. In 1990 this was a sponsored walk around Milngavie Water
Works in September and the boys decided which charities should
benefit from the money raised. They also took part in the
Springburn District contribution to Glasgow’s Year of Culture at
Bishopbriggs Sports Centre in December.
Jim Wright ‘retired’ in June 1992 after 30 years service, 20 as an
officer within the 182nd to become treasurer of Kenmure, a post
which he still holds. In his last report in the Easter 1992 edition of
the magazine he writes: ‘We have welcomed Elaine Gilmour to
assist us and are currently negotiating a long term contract with
her’. He did and they have been married for 14 years.
Duncan Stevenson took over as Leader and they won the
Springburn District Figure Marching Shield again. Several boys
gained awards in the Poster Competition and a coffee morning in
aid of the Fabric Fund raised £200. They also managed to sell 492
boxes of shortbread raising £369.00 for Yorkhill Hospital. In 1994
Duncan moved on to become Captain of the Company Section and
Elaine Wright headed the Junior Section.
The Junior Section went on to win the District Figure marching 5
out of 6 years and they also held the Bible Knowledge trophy on
several occasions including 2001. A new Bible Knowledge trophy
was dedicated in memory of Betty Allan at a District Parade held in
Kenmure in February 2002. The Junior Section were delighted to
win the Betty Allan Trophy for Bible Knowledge on 6th March 2005
and in 2006 won the first ever Five Senses Competition and once
again were first in figure marching.
A plea for staff was made in 1999 and Peter Johnston volunteered
his help. Since 2001 senior boys who are working towards their
Queen’s Badge have chosen to help out as one of their tasks and
this has proved a popular move.
A major fundraiser was accompanying the Ramblers on a
November Saturday in 2001 on the 6 mile hike from Cadder
Church to Clachan of Campsie. It turned out to be a muddy
adventure and the Clachan was never reached but £700 of
sponsorship and hot dogs at Balmore on the return journey made
the day. The money was shared by Marie Curie Cancer Care,
Huntershill and the Schiehallion Unit at Yorkhill.
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A branch of the Royal Institute for the Blind is established in
Springfield Road and money was raised by the boys doing jobs for
family and friends. John Watret and Farrell, his guide dog, visited
them and talked about life without sight. In September 2005 the
boys wanted to help the starving children in Niger and decided to
hold a sponsored silence on the 25th of the month.

Ross Cooke and Stuart Cameron
collecting signatures for the Silence
Margaret Johnstone retired from the section in 2005 after service
of 30 years and in 2006 Elaine Wright reluctantly severed her long
connection as OIC Junior Section.
Shipmates
A decision was taken in 1964 to introduce a prejunior section for 6-8 year olds to be known as the
Shipmates. This was an immediate hit with young
boys. Minia Miller, their first leader, writes in the
Christmas 1966 magazine that the boys enjoyed
holding a Bring and Buy Sale. They brought a
used toy, game or comics and 1/- [5p] to spend
and they raised £2.14/2d [£2.71p]. In 1967 Evelyn Glasgow took
over and in 1970 Stella Stevenson
became their leader and served for 5
years. They took part in Life Boy
Displays. Christine Calderwood was in
charge from 1976 – 1986. In 1980 the
Shipmates officially became part of the
Company. In 1983 the name was
changed to Anchor Boys. In 1986
percussion instruments were bought at
a cost of £50.
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Anchor Boys
Christine’s sister Heather Calderwood and Donald Stevenson were
leaders from 1986-1989 when they both resigned and Betty Allan
moved from the Junior Section to lead them for 8 years. In 1989
despite starting the Session with only 4 boys they were soon up to
15. They won 4 first place certificates in the Springburn District
Colouring Competition and these were entered in the Glasgow
Battalion Competition. The 1989/90 World Mission Project had an
agricultural theme and the boys coloured in posters showing how
they could help young people in the 3rd World. They filled Smartie
tubes with pennies and attended the Springburn District’s Teddy
Bears Picnic where £120.60 was handed over to the WMF
representative.

In 1995 Andrew Laing, Alan Ogg and Daniel Gilmour won the
Glasgow Battalion Four Seasons Cup and gained top marks in the
Glasgow Battalion Bible Quiz against 16 other groups. This was
repeated the next year with Graham Clews, Scott Johnstone, Ian
Kellow, Ciaran Sharpe, Calum Stewart and John Watret.

182nd BB Company : Officers, Junior Section and Anchor
Boys
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Betty Allan with
Jonathan Willis
and Peter
McFarlane,
Southport
When she ‘retired’ Betty had 40 years of BB service. 20 in the 227th
Finnieston, 12 in the 182nd Junior Section and 8 in the 182nd
Anchor Boys. At a BB Staff dinner in Café Trevi, Bishopbriggs she
was overwhelmed when Duncan Stevenson, BB Captain presented
her with a framed painting of Kenmure Church. She was the Chief
Guest at the Parents’ Evening in 1998. Sadly Betty died in 2001.
Christine Cameron returned as leader in 1997/98 and had the help
of 2 BB boys Ian Gray and John Jameson whose service counted
towards them gaining the Queen’s Award. Spring 2000 saw the
boys enjoying a Fun Day at Springfield Church with the other
groups from the District. All the Anchor Boy Companies visited BB
House, Glasgow to present a cheque that enabled the RNLI to buy
4 new lifeboats. Fiona Cameron completed her BB Training and is
now a Lieutenant in the 182nd Company. Stella Stevenson, one of
the first leaders was Chief Guest at the Parent’s Evening in 2003
when Ross Cooke and Stuart Cameron jointly won Best Boy Award.
The Anchor Boys attend the Annual Dedication Service held in
October for the Girls’ and Boys’ Brigades. In 2004 the boys
competed with the Explorers of the 64th GB in a quiz and games
night and as they have done for many years they visited
Springburn Fire Station. They also continue to contribute to the BB
World Mission Fund by collecting used stamps and filling Smartie
boxes. In 2005 they joined the Brigaders of the Girls’ Brigade and
the Junior Section to hold a Toy Sale raising £141 for the CHAS
Hospice at Loch Lomond sending those unsold to the asylum
seekers through St Rollox Church.
Strathblane Falconry brought their Birds of Prey to the New Hall
where 40 silent boys watched as Dillon the barn owl was allowed to
fly over them.
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14 Girls’ Brigade, Girls’ Guildry
The Girls’ Guildry
The Girls’ Guildry was formed in Scotland in
1900 to provide a Christian outlet for girls
during the week. It was interdenominational
and international although for many years
companies were found mainly attached to
the United Free Church.
Its aims were to help girls to be followers of Jesus, to promote
discipline, self-respect, helpfulness and reverence. The Guildry
Garden was for 5 – 7 years - who need the care like young
seedlings. The Speedwells for 8 – 10 years - who were ‘in the
Greenwood with a good heart’ and the Company for 11+ - ‘wise
unto that which is good’. The uniform colours were chosen to
include: white – purity, red – love and blue- loyalty.
In the autumn of 1935 the 1st Bishopbriggs, 64th Glasgow Company
was formed in Kenmure Church. They met in Kenmure Hall on
Tuesdays under the first Guardian, Miss Morrison assisted by Miss
Macdonald. The Guildry Garden at Kenmure was called the Robins
and their uniform was red and brown.
In June 1936 they took part in their first parade walking from
Schoolfield Lane to the church. with the 182nd BB and the Lifeboys
led by the BB Pipe Band. They had progressed enough to hold their
first display in July 1936 when the Company was inspected by Miss
Walker of the 86th Glasgow Company who complimented them on
a fine achievement in such a short time.
The programme consisted of recruit drill, a burlesque band, verse
speaking, skipping and figure marching. Mrs. Williamson
presented the prizes and the event closed with the singing of the
Guildry hymn, the benediction and the National Anthem. The
Guardians in 1944 were still the same but additional activities had
been added; Indian clubs, country dancing, cane drill, singing and
P.E. The Guildry continued throughout the war years but went into
abeyance from 1946 – 1952.
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In September 1952 Miss Helen Kilpartick became Guardian and
the Company was reinstated. A Guildry Bible Class was held in the
Session House at 2pm on Sundays in 1954. Helen Kilpatrick was
still Guardian and Elizabeth McIntyre, Assistant Guardian in 1962
and the programme for the session covered; body, mind, spirit,
church, home and community. 3 subjects from Bible study,
citizenship, manners and customs, first-aid, sick nursing,
swimming, home safety, keep fit or national dancing were needed
to attain the Proficiency Bar. In 1964 they took part in the Glasgow
Centre Display and Concert held in the Palace of Arts,
Bellahouston Park. Rev Charles Heriot was chairman on the
Thursday evening. The Guildry officially ceased to exist at the end
of the 1967/68 Session.

The Girls’ Brigade
Since 1928, The Girls’ Life Brigade, founded
in England in 1902 by the National Sunday
School Union, had approached the Girls’
Brigade [Ireland], founded in 1893, with the
possibility of uniting the two organisations.
This did not happen until July 1965, when
with the addition of the Girls’ Guildry, all
three became the Girls’ Brigade with an
international membership of 153,000.

Many changes were made to leaders’ titles and section titles, the
uniform and programme. Helen Kilpatrick‘s title became Captain.
The new sections were Explorers, Juniors, Seniors and Brigaders.
The 64th belong to the Glasgow Northern Division and take part in
meetings, competitions and parades. In 1968 they moved to the
Williamson Hall and in 1970 Rhona Lindsay took over as Captain.
For their Service to Others Badge in 1972/73 the girls produced
Scrapbooks for a Children’s Ward at a Hospital, their efforts were
appreciated by children in Stobhill, Glasgow Royal Infirmary and
The Ear, Nose and Throat Hospital.
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In 1975 they transferred to Viewfield Hall and took part in a
Sponsored Lap Challenge which raised £90. The Company
received a letter from the Northern Brigade Secretary
congratulating them that so many had achieved their goal. They
also collected the highest total in the District.
Global warming is blamed for climate change but at their camp at
Guay, Perthshire in August 1978 the girls were caught in a storm of
hail, ‘like golf balls’ one of them described it later. In the same
session they knitted squares for blankets which went to the Red
Cross and Marie Curie Hospice, Huntershill.
In 1979, Eleanor Allan, later the Company Captain, won first prize
in the Regional Painting Competition and the Brigade performed a
dance at the Diamond Jubilee Display of the 182nd Company BB.
They took part in church parades both local and District level. The
Pipe band of the 182nd often led the Northern GB District parade.
They still held a Display every spring.

To provide holiday homes for deprived or physically and mentally
handicapped children they collected 1500 Kit Kat wrappers at 3p
per wrapper in 1982 and the Juniors made over 200 sweets which
were plated attractively and given to patients at Marie Curie
Hospice, Huntershill. For the Junior Spiritual Award the topic
chosen was ‘The Girls’ Brigade in Another Land’. There were 2
groups supervised by Brigaders, one group studying India, the
other South Africa.
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The Pipe band of the 182nd BB Company permitted girls to join in
the 1980s.

Sandra Wearing, Joyce McFarlane, Anne McGibbon,
Jaqueline Brownlie, Elizabeth Ashton - 1984
The Brigaders also began taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh
Award Scheme. They car washed, in fancy dress, decorated a baby’s
bedroom, rode horses, milked cows and interviewed local
personalities for the Brigade Challenge in 1987 and they persuaded
101 people to snake around Kenmure Church doing the conga to
raise £280.70 for St Andrew’s Ambulance Association.
The Mar and Kellie Community Service Competition took place at
Larbert Old parish Church in May 1988. There were 11 teams who
reached the final. At noon there was an inspection of uniform
followed by an interview with the adjudicators. The National
President announced the winner – The 64th Glasgow. The team
were presented with the Mar and Kellie silver brooch by the
Honorary Captain of the Brigade in Scotland, the Countess of Mar
and Kellie at the AGM of the Girls’ Brigade in Helensburgh and
each girl also received a replica to wear for one year in uniform
then for life in mufti. Janette Mcleod [Steven] still has her brooch.
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Members of the
Explorers and
Company sections
providing the guard of
honour at the wedding
of Christine James to
Jonathan Willis –
August 1991.

The brigade had many successes in competitions, local and
national, throughout the 1990s. In 1992, after long association with
the Brigade, 22 years as Captain, Rhona Lindsay, now Thornton,
resigned and Eleanor Allan took over till 2000.

Halloween Party 1996

Explorers
having fun
1996
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Girls and Cara Smith, Youth Worker, 2000
In 1995 Rhona Thornton presented a shield to be known as the
Thornton Shield for Spiritual Development which can be won
annually at Junior, Senior or Brigaders level. There is also an
Endeavour Trophy and cups for individual sections to be strived
for. In 1997 there were 41 girls in the Company and they chose to
raise money for the Mission Aviation Fellowship. They held a
coffee morning and mini-fayre which raised the magnificent total
of £470. A representative of the Fellowship came to a morning
service at Kenmure to explain their work and to receive the cheque.
Through Mission Aviation Fellowship, countless needy people in
Africa, Asia, Eurasia, and Latin America benefit every day from a
generous outreach focusing on Evangelism and Church Support,
Community Development, Medical Assistance, Crisis Relief, and
National Training.
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The next year they focussed on Operation Christmas Child
Samaritans’ Purse. Shoe boxes were filled with toiletries, sweets
and gifts and were given to children in places where there had been
earthquakes, wars etc. They also involved the congregation in this
venture. Officers, the girls and other volunteers filled, wrapped and
labelled boxes which were sent to Armenia, which is between
Turkey and Azerbaijan. Again in 2005 they have assisted the Guild
with this work.
From 2000 until 2003 the Brigade struggled from a lack of staff
but Cara Smith, our part-time Youth Worker, Mary Houston and
others rallied round. Dawn Harley became Captain in 2004. The
good news was that there were 84 girls in various sections of the
Company and the Annual Display had to be moved to Balmuildy
School Hall to accommodate everyone. Mary Houston, Marion
MacMillan and Jennifer Campbell were commissioned as officers,
6 other girls were taking training and Janice Cowan and Sandra
Kellow finished their Camp Co-ordinator training to in 2005.
Through the Guildry and the Brigade many Bishopbriggs girls have
received training both physical and spiritual which has equipped
them well for life.
Girls Brigade display 2006

Girls Brigade Camp

148

15 Outreach
From its earliest days Kenmure has been outward looking in the
Parish, the Community and further afield. Their charity extended
to the children of the village through the annual New Year treat;
the support for the families of the miners involved in the pit
disaster; the Children’s Breakfasts during the recession of the
1920s and 30s and the leadership of Allan Williamson in setting up
the Remembrance Service at the village war memorial. More
recently the distribution of Christmas cards and now also Easter
cards to every home in the Parish.
In 1930 the inaugural meeting of the Springburn and Bishopbriggs
Office-Bearers Association was held in the Reid Hall, Springburn.
Local churchmen elected officials one of whom was Peter Crerar,
Kenmure. The willing help of the ladies in the local Canteen during
World War Two and in other local efforts in Bishopbriggs is
documented. Every 3 years from 1963 -1973 the Kirking of the
Council of the Burgh of Bishopbriggs, followed by Strathkelvin
District Council in 1995 took place. Sadly both have been
subsumed into East Dunbartonshire Council and the practise has
ceased. The March of Witnesses on 22nd March 1989 saw
members meet at Novar Gardens and march to Brackenbrae House
where an open air Easter service was held. The Week of Christian
Unity, January 1991 was held at the Bishopbriggs Christian Centre
when the main Speaker was Stuart Crawford, carol singing at
Mavisbank Home, Crowhill, the financial help given in 1998 to
Colston-Milton Church, £455, by the congregation to their manse
fund which enabled them to satisfy the Presbytery that manse
renovations were ongoing. They were then permitted to form a
vacancy committee to call a minister. The list is endless.
An interest over many years has developed with the Glasgow
Lodging House Mission from help with the Soup Kitchen, buying
vouchers for £1 which homeless people can exchange for a meal to
donating used clothing for young and old men and sending goods
to their Harvest Wish List. Rallying round to help the asylum
seekers through St Rollox Church in 2000, many arrived with
nothing and donations of clothing and furniture etc. was much
appreciated. Assisting Keith McKillop with his Mission at
Robroyston, reminiscent of the beginnings of Kenmure itself.
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The Emmeus Project in Drumchapel, a drop in centre for the
community, was also supported by the congregation and George
Reid was on its committee.
One small Part of the Worldwide Church
God has placed us in Bishopbriggs but calls us to look to what He
is doing worldwide so the folks of Kenmure are always keen to
hear from those who can share their experiences of working
abroad.
Many of our links have been with Africa. Indeed a daughter of our
manse spent time in Malawi as a domestic science teacher. Now
our Church of Scotland missionary partner, Helen Scott, teaches
science in Ekwendeni Girls School in Malawi. She is an
elder/deacon in the church and involved in Scripture Union and
Girls Brigade so values our prayers.
In the Thursday Prayer Meeting as well as praying for situations
in the news we keep up with other missionaries such as Marian
Morrison, a doctor in the Women's Christian Hospital in
Pakistan. She tells of women for whom the hospital is the last
hope of delivering a live baby. Or there is Rose of Sharon
Ministries where Gavin and Des Campbell work among the
poorest in South Africa. Who can forget Gavin in his kilt and
lively African shirt!
In recent years our twice yearly soup and cheese lunches have
become a feature of church life. During Christian Aid Week we are
able to add to the money collected door to door in the parish. In
November we enjoy food and fellowship as we focus on the work
funded by Tearfund.
Being so materially blessed here in Scotland it is only right that
the church and all its organisations are involved in raising funds
for others. Bible Class and Junior Church both sponsor a child
and the children gained so much from the letters of Mbuvi Masila
from Kenya. So the benefit of such contact is not just one way.
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Anne and fellow travellers. Tear Fund in Cambodia 2005
[Photo with permission from Life and Work: 2005]
We found this when Gabriel Kijjambu came on placement from
the International Bible College. In three short months he endeared
himself to young and old alike even if the morning service he took
in "African time" meant a late Sunday lunch! We took up his
vision for the building of a church and school in the village of
Luwero on his return to Uganda as a Pastor. His farewell concert
in the church along with a silent auction to raise funds was a
great night. In the Centenary year of our church building it is
fitting that the little church in Luwero, with our help, should
celebrate the opening of their school building.
Anne Strong

Many good causes have received money and active help from
members of the congregation among them Dove Christian
Counselling, in which several members are involved, a Penny-aMile Challenge – give a penny for every mile you travelled on
holiday in support of refugees, ongoing support for Christian Aid,
including the well established bread and cheese lunch, Harvest For
the Hungry and individual sponsored efforts – everything from
half-marathons, walks, parachute jumps to Jimmy Steven’s 40
mile walk along the Great Wall of China have raised money.
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The Guild held a Chinese Night on 15th January 2001 when Jimmy
showed his slides and Amy of Mathews Food demonstrated
Chinese dishes, with a winsome smile and infectious giggle, to raise
£615 for the Prince and Princess of Wales Hospice, Glasgow.
In 2006 Kenmure became a ‘Fairtrade church’ – trying wherever
possible to only use ‘Fairtrade’ goods such as tea and coffee where
these are served after the Sunday service and at organisation
meetings.
A stall selling a variety of Fairtrade goods is set up at the end of
every service to encourage the members to support the Fairtrade
movement.
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16 Celebrations
Centenaries
Kenmure has had several ‘centenary celebrations’. The real one
dates from 1879 and this book is a celebration of the building of the
present church, opened in 1906.

Exhibition 1970
The Missions may well date back to the early 1860s in the laundry
at Fernbank. In 1970 an erroneous centenary was recognised with
an exhibition: ‘Kenmure – the First 100 Years’. The confusion
arose because the building in Schoolfield Lane dated from that
time and was a Railway Mission run by the IOGT – the Good
Templars, a temperance organisation who sold the hall to the
church in 1879. Nevertheless it was an excellent exhibition with
photographs of all the ministers to date. Organisations set out their
stall and members dug out their memorabilia.
October 22nd 1979 saw the
opening of Centenary Week
with a fashion show featuring
members of the Women’s
Guild in period costume
organised by Mrs Kinniburgh
of The Groves, Auchinairn,
which was held in Kenmure
Hall. This Victorian trio,
Marjorie McKinnon, Marion
McFarlane and Betty Bowles
took part. There was an exhibition, put together by Dr Burnett and
he also produced and showed a film, All Roads Lead to Kenmure
which has managed to survive.
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A combined Youth
Organisations Show took place
in Wester Cleddens School Hall
and a musical evening was held
in the church. A Centenary Party
was well supported with Wester
Cleddens again the venue and a
coffee morning on Saturday
brought events to a close.
On Sunday 28th October 1979 there were three special services. The
first, at the usual time of the morning service, was conducted by
Rev Frank Gibson, a youth service at 3pm was also conducted by
him and a service of praise in the evening was conducted by the
Minister.
Silver Jubilee
A social evening was held, in November 1904, with musical
entertainment to mark the first 25 years of the congregation. This
time, in the correct year. There was a presentation made to Mr
Dick to recognise his 25 years of service and David Henderson
handed over a gold watch with the good wishes and blessings from
the congregation. John Gilmour presided.
The Present Building
On Thursday, 30th August 1906 the long awaited dedication service
was held at the new church building in Viewfield Road. The church
was filled to capacity to hear the Rev Dr Steel of Greenside United
Free Church, Glasgow bless the church. He described it as having ‘a
quiet and simple beauty’. Appropriately How lovely is Thy
dwelling Place was the chosen psalm. Later the dedication hymn,
O Thou whose hand has brought us was sung and the sermon was
on Beauty is in His sanctuary. ‘They had now, after long days of
waiting, secured a becoming building in which to worship God.’
The service concluded with the hymn, Christ is our cornerstone.
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On Sunday, 2nd September the morning service was conducted by
Rev Bruce Meikleham, Rockvilla Church, Possil and Rev Charles
Dick, Kenmure. In the evening, Rev. J.B. Watt, Cadder Parish
Church occupied the pulpit.
The Jubilee
At an ‘At Home’ in December1926 plans were inaugurated for the
celebration. This was held in the church and a decision to have a
Sale of Work was taken. Ella Scott was the soloist and her sister
Cathie, an elocutionist, gave readings. There were duets by Mrs
Powell and Miss Gray and Session Clerk, Neil McEachran gave the
vote of thanks. The Jubilee Sale of Work was held in the Reid
Halls, Springburn in October and celebration events took place.
The Jubilee of the church, 50 years, was again celebrated two years
too early. It took place in November 1927.
There was an ‘at home’ social on Monday 18th November at which
speeches were made by Charles Reid, the son of James Reid the
original assessor appointed by the UP Presbytery, Robert Bowie,
Moderator, representing the UF Presbytery and John MacMillan,
the previous minister. The topics were Spirit of Worship,
Missionary Spirit and The Working Church ‘socials’ were serious
business in those days.
Neil McEachran, on the occasion of his semi-jubilee as Session
Clerk in 1927, was presented with a gold watch, a suitcase, an
attaché case, a copy of the Revised Hymnary and a copy of the
Companion Volume by Dr Moffat on the Hymnary. In his reply he
said, “At first a Board of Assessors was appointed headed by
James Reid, Lenzie in place of a Kirk Session until the Presbytery
deemed them ‘in a fit condition to elect a session. Those years were
critical times when members of the UP Presbytery came to
Bishopbriggs to consider the future of the church yet somehow it
survived and Mr Dick played a large part in this. His father
compared the congregation to a Gideon’s band – faithful, loyal and
persevering.” The week finished with Communion on the Sunday.
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Coronation Pageant 1937
To celebrate the Coronation of King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth in May 1937, Kenmure held a Pageant in Kenmure Hall.

Mrs Williamson, Miss Pennycook – ‘Queen’; Mr
Williamson, Allan Williamson Jr., Jim McAllister – page
boy.
Minister’s Semi Jubilee
The 18th April 1951 was Allan Williamson’s 25th year as minister
and was the occasion of a social evening with songs, readings and
addresses by amongst others The Rev H.H. Aitchison, Belfast, Rev
E. Heavenor, Kilmarnock and the Session Clerk, Duncan
Robertson. Presentations were made to Mr Williamson by Mrs
Telford and to Mrs Williamson by Mrs McAllister. Tickets for the
occasion, which included a light supper thanks to the ladies of the
Women’s Guild, cost 1/3d [7.5p].
Minister’s Retirement
On 22nd November 1961 after 35 and a half years Allan Williamson
retired. In his speech, Gordon Bruce said that there were only 12
members left who were at his induction. The membership of the
church had trebled and Bishopbriggs had grown and was now
seeking burgh status.
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John Steven, Kenmure Farm, presented a refrigerator to Mrs
Williamson – in recognition of her service to the congregation and
she was delighted with the gift. It was his mother who robed the
minister in 1926. Mr Williamson received a wallet of notes. The
Badminton Club gave Mr Williamson a pen and Mrs Williamson a
shopping bag, both also received a very
large cake from the Women’s Guild.
Kenmure Choir entertained. On Mr
Williamson’s death, in February 1973,
James Penman was convenor of a
memorial fund. Describing Mr Williamson
‘as a man of strong practical views’ it was
suggested that a battery operated clock
with a suitable plaque should be erected in
the Church which was duly done.
Church of Scotland created
On Sunday 9th October 1929 a grand parade and service was held
to celebrate the union of the United Presbyterian and the Free
Church as the Church of Scotland. It was held in Johnston
Memorial Church’s recreational ground at Colston. Adults and
children from churches in Springburn and Bishopbriggs, about
10,000 people took part and marched, led by their ministers and
office bearers from their own building. Cadder and Springfield met
up at the Cross and Kenmure joined in at Viewfield Road end. They
then marched to the field. Ten churches were represented. The
minister of Cowlairs Church presided and other ministers played
their part with readings, prayers and addresses.
In the evening a joint service was held in Springburn Public Hall
which was filled to capacity and the overflow was accommodated at
Cowlairs and Sighthill churches.
The following Sunday an exchange of pulpits took place in the
Bishopbriggs’ churches and there was a very good attendance. Not
all members of the churches desired the union and some formed
the United Free Church [continuing].
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The Laings
On a Sunday morning in June 1999 Iain and Ruth Laing were
surprised when the congregation did not move after the
Benediction. Instead, the pair were summonsed by Bert Bell to
accept the good wishes of the members on celebrating their silver
wedding and were presented with a canteen of cutlery, a cheque
and flowers for Ruth.
To celebrate Iain Laing’s ten years at Kenmure an evening was
organised by the Social Committee of the Kirk Session, headed by
Peter McFarlane, in the New Hall on 26th October 2002 when 150
members attended, surely an indication of the high esteem in
which he and Ruth are held. Eilidh Munro, a talented and Mod
winning young harpist played the clarsach. Iain and Ruth chose a
painting by another talented member, Gordon Warrilow. It was of
a mountain scene and something they will long cherish.
Centenary of the present building
The Kirk as it stands today is 100 years old. It has served the
congregation well with only repairs for wear and tear, showing that
it was built on a firm foundation both literally and Spiritually.
There have been many changes to its interior over the years and
there may be many more.
The congregation are marking this with a number of events to be
held in August and September 2006. Starting with the past on 21st
August The Guild offer “Looking Back – An Evening of
Reminiscences” over a cup of tea and a glimpse into the past. This
book will also be launched on that evening. On Thursday 24th
August members are invited to Walk the Parish for a Prayer Walk.
Saturday 26th August will be a fun evening with Linda Yates, one of
Scotland’s leading sopranos entertaining accompanied by Eileen
Hunter.
On Sunday 27th August the Centenary Service will be led by two
‘sons’ of the church who went on to become ministers. Both were
members of the 182nd Company Boys’ Brigade: Sandy McDonald
and Jack Owen. In the evening there will be an informal
communion with many friends as well as members and with
several past ministers attending.
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As Kenmure has always been careful of its youth it is fitting that
the BB and GB are organising a Fun Day on Saturday 2nd
September and that it is to them that the honour of conducting the
entire Service on Sunday 3rd – the exact date of the Centenary has
been given. They represent the future and will enable the
congregation to view the Centenary from their perspective.
Bishopbriggs Library will host an Exhibition of Kenmure’s story
from Monday 28th August – Friday 9th September.
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